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ARRIVAL OF MAILS. 


The English Mail of the 6th ult, arrived per 
.P. & O. steamer Simla, on the 7th inst. (32 days); 
| and (he German Mail of the 1Uth ult. arrived by 
; the N.D.L. steamer Kiautschou, on the 10th 
| inst. (31 days). 


EPIlOME OF THE WEEK. 


A strong draft of the Sherwood Foresters 
left Parkhurst on the 7th inst, en route for 
Hongkvog. ‘I! hey were unacoompanied by their 
: Wives and families, which is significant. 


The Governor having left Macao for Ewrope, 
| the administration is now iu the bands of the 
Bishop, Chief Justice, and Murbour Master, 
Dr. Luiz Forte is acting Colonial Secretary. 


Owing to Mr. Giles, the British Assessor's 
absolute rejection of tho Chineso Magistrato's 
prematare Judgement in the Mixed Court, the 


2) Su ease has been stopped pending reference 
| lo Peking. 3 


The Emperor of Japan opened the Dict on 
the 10th instant. At the conclusion of the sit- 
ting the Diot unanimously adopted a resolution 
censuriog tho Ministry for its conduct of 
foreign affairs. The Diet is dissolved to-day, 


The German Chancellor Count von Bulow 
,deelared in a speech in the Reichstag on the 
6th inst., that Garang has no concern with 
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| BIRTHS. ; 


On the 16th October, at Edinburgh, the wife 
of E. H. Fraszr, Consul-General at Hankow, of 
a son. | : 

On the 25th Noverhber, at 48, Grange Road, 
Shansshai, the wife of G. Scronut, of a daughter. 


_ Qn the 27th November, at 48, Bubbling Well, 
Road, Shanghai, the wife of the Rev. W. Giger 
Waxsus, of a daughter. 


of fe M. F. Grant, of a son. 
On the 29th November, at 5, Montford Place, 


! 
i 


daughter. Z 

On the 30th November, at Shanghai, the wife 
of W. F. Lopes, of a daughter. | 

On December the 11th, at Stokes Bungalow, 


the Peak, . Hongkong, the wife’ of the Rev. 
Watsr J. SovrHan, of a son. 


i 
7 i DEATHS, 
On the 29th November, at the Victoria Nur-ing 
Home, HERMANN Maass, of Heilbsonn, aged :3 
years | | 


On the th December, at the London Mission, 
Hongkong, Heuxx Donatp Sreyens, Matron, of 
the Netheraole Hospital. | | 


| 


On the 27th November, at Foochow, the wife | 


Sbanghui, the wife of W.'T. Warts Evans, of a { 


‘Manchuria and is not deterred by the crisis in 
‘the Far East from assiduously cherishing her 
‘relations with Russia. 


| Tho Russian Government, according to the 
. Ostasiatische Lloyd, has notified the other 
; Powers that the re-occupation of Moukden by 

Russian soldiers was the auswer to the refusal 
(of China to discharge a Taotat who was 
| unfriendly to the Russian residents at Moukden- 


The N.-C. Daily News Tokyo correspondent 
telegraphedon the 29th November: Events in- 
dicate the probability of a coalition and per- 
haps fusion of the Setyunkai and the Progres- 
| sists, with the probable result that the Cabinet 
will meet with strong opposition in the Diet. 
unless it shows some progress in the nogoti- 
ations with Russia. 


The appointment of a successor {o the late 
Bishop Anszer of Sonth Shantung is causing 


some difficulty, says o telegram to the 
Ostasiatishe-Lloyd, as the 


us by the Secreta 


he was held by the Vatican. 


| The Standard says that if 


roper man for the 
place cannot be found. The reception which 
Bishsp Anzer had in Rome by the Pops, ns well 
of State and sia 
of the ‘Rropagandsa, was exceedingly hearty, 
and hag shown the great consideration in which 


ness 


e encroachments 
of Russia are to be stopped, how {s the time 
to do it, when Japau oan Heal 4 blow effectively, 
but no friend of Japan ogn odntemplate a col- 
lision without the deepest solicitude and sorro i 
whatever her present yulnerability may be 
luussia has almost inexhaustible reserves ahd 
may expect to recover kereafter whatever she 
is temporarily compelled to forgo. 


It is reported from Moukdon, according to a 
telegram to the Jiji, that the Russian Com. 
mander there has decla that the Tartar 
General and his office mhst remove outside of 
the city, The Chinese in the city are 
also to be withdrawn. /I'he| Commander haa 
‘farther declared that Shiyatashion and Kaijin- 
shien are important stations for the recruitin 
of mounted bandita, and that/these places will 
bo governed by Russia in fature. 


The two Chilean battleships Constitucion and 
Libertad have been bought by Great Britain, - 
not by Japan, as at first su The price 
paid was £1,875,000. The|Constitucion and 
Libertad (as they were provisionally called) 
were built at Elswiok and Ba row respectively, 
They are rossels of 11,80) tons and 13,000 i-h.p,, 
being filted with Yarrow large-tube boilers. 
They are 466 feet long. 71 ft.) broad, and their 
draught is 243ff. Theiriarmour is 7-3 in belt, 
8 in. deck, 7 in, above belt 3 {n, bulk-head, and 
10-7 in. gan position. They carry four 10 in,, 
fourteon 7.5 in., fourteen! 14 pr., four 6 pr,, four 
Maxim, and two light ‘guus, ond have two 
ae torpedo-tubes; and their speed is 19 

nots. 


The ramours of the impendiug Russo-Japa- 
nese settlement are duily) becoming more 
persistent and precise, said} a Renter's des- 
patch last week end. The| Associated Pross 
of New York publishes a circumstantial tele- 
gram from 8. Petersburg btating that, os a 
resalt of the Tsar's action, Russia's repl 


proposals, which, if accepted, Ruesia will 
acknowledge Japan's right to a protectorate of 


naval stations and fortifications threatening 
the sea communications! of Port Arthur and 
Viadivostock. Russian concessions for freedom 
of trade in Corea will naranteed and the 
question of the evacuation of Manchuria left in 
abeyance. 


The Corean Foreign 
the Russian Minister's 


inigter in his reply 
otjoot on to the pit fed 


interference with the affair| was equivalent to 
interfering with the integ y of Corea. On 
the other hand, the Corpan |Foreign Minister 
inormed the Japanese Minister that the pressure 
exercised by Japan to gecure the opening {of 


| Corean ports exceeds the usugl limits of diplo- 
matic procedure. A Maipichs telegram says:— | 
ayashi now proves to 


The note sent in by Mr. 
have been of an unofficial nature. 
eign Minister returned it to Mr, Hayashi with'a 
request that he would not! interfere with the do. 
mestic administration of | Cores. 

| it is believed that the note has 


opened the eyes 
of the Corean officials to 


they are run- 


ne pel 
ning, and they are likely to tdke up a strong 


titude vis-a-vis Russia. 


makes ouly minor modifications of Japan’, . 


Corea, while making reservations regarding | 


of Ryong-an (Yong-ampho) points out that his | 


The note was | - 
couched in such very strong terms that the For- | 


All the same, | 


j 


i 
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| JAPAN AND RUSSIA. 


| 


apan with regard to the encroachments of 
Russia reminds us of the saying about the 
se cf giving advice aud the difficulty of 
taking it. No doubt the Standard’s advice 
as honestly meant, but Japan may well’be 
xcused if she does not show extreme grati- 
tude forit. What, ‘in effect, is said by 
@ London journal is :—‘ Russia’s attitude 
is extremely dangerous aud will grow 
worse. Now is the time to stop her, but 


aoe ae eae 
(Daily Press, 8th December.) 
The exhortation of the London Standard to 


| ‘her; cud if you do so she is bound to 
‘  (reeover.in time what she may lose now.” 
% | The argument is almost childishly ingenu- 
: ous, ond carried to its proper conclusion 
| he Standard’s idea seems to be that Russia 
cannot be stopped. Why then advise Japan 
| try to stop her? What will all the 
| olicitude and eorrow in the world avail in 
| ¢ Either 
i theStandar thinks that it is for the good of 
mankind that Russia’s encroachinents 
hould cease or it does not think se, If it 
hinks so, then why dos it hold that Japan 
“lone should under:ake the task? If not, 
hy spun urge Japan to try? But to 
eave the Standard’s bad reasoning aside, 
what are we to think of the statement that, 
“ whatever ;| Russia’s present vulnerability, 
she has almost inexhaustible resources and 
may expect to recover hereafter whatever 
ishe may temporarily be compelled to fore- 
go?” Arg Russia’s resources inexhausti- 
ble? It seems to us that this very much 
‘requires proving. In men Russia may be 
practically impossible to exhaust, and their 
very lack of education and civilisation 
‘renders those men loyal to their Govern- 
‘ment, however rot:en. To such men the 
‘commander of the Russian Army Corps at 
Belostock last month spoke when he told 
the 62nd Infantry in a farewell apcech 
before they left for the Far East :—“ There 
| ‘are crafty people in the Far East who 
“ want to rab Russia of what she bas con- 
_“quered with her blood. ‘The Tsar ‘is 
“sending his soldiers there to defend, 
“ should occasion arise, the honour of their 
“native land, and to prevent our enemies 
: from carrying out their plans.” Jn these 
;  eagily-led men Russia is riche But in 
“ money, which is called the sinews of war, 
" in no cense can Russia be deemed incapable 
of exhaustion. Financially she does little 
more than keep her hetd above water, by 
the aid of complnisant France. It is really 
a matter to be wondered at that Russia's 
pretension to so great a voice in interna- 
tional affairs is countenanced as it is. An 
ill-govetned, semi-barbarous Empire, whose 
rulers remain in their place only through 
the ignorance of the ruled and whose credit 
is dependent on a pureiy political alliance 
with a highly civilised state which already 
shows signs of repentance over its bargatat 
Russia yet cows the majority of the nations 
by her sheer brute mass—and through the 
| jealousies and selfeeking of the others. 
Must such a state of affairs continue inde- 
finitely? Is will, if the more ealightened 
countries do not make a c.mmon stand. 
We read in a review of the international 
situation in a recent number of the New 
York. Commercial Advertiser :—“ The geue- 
‘yal drift is toward dissolution, a_re- 
“arrangement of the Triple Alliance and 
« the Dual Alliance also, The three despotic 
«\Empires—for in foreign affairs Germany 
and Austria are fully as despotic as Russia 
«—show a tendcncy to unite their forces. 
“On the other hand, the free countries— 
« Great Britain, France, Italy, the Unite. 
States,iand Japan—uare irresistibly moving 
. A 


aiding a cre in a hope'ess task ? 


Paes 


‘we shall be very sorry to ree you fight | 
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“toward something like a common uuder- 
. Landing: Just how far this drift may go 
‘‘Ino one can say, but the natural causes 
. hich have made it possible are certain 
«lin future to leave their mark on history.” 
This is very sanguine, and ag ay plied to the 
position of affairs in the Far, Kast is not 
borne out. We see little tendency on the par, 
of France and Italy toward an understand- 
ing on Chinese matters with the other three 
Powers wuose names are coupled with 
theirs above ; rather the reverse is at present 
the case with France. Nor can it ve said 
that Britain or the United States are doing 
much except talk at Japan, rather than with 
ner. Were such language as the Standard’s 
typical of the real British attitude, it would 
le easy to see that the Anglo-Japanese 
Alliance is a paper alliance merely. Bub 
we do not believe that this is the case. 
Nor do we think that the United States are 
prepared to sce their agreement with China 
flouted by Russia, as far as it affects Man- 
churia. Unfortunately the present strain is 
very wearing to all engaged as well as to 
the watchers, It is hard to think thata 
little more candour and decision on the part 
of the boasted commercial nations of Britain 
and the States would have relieved the 
extreme tension and brought about a speedier 
settlement of the question which we still 
hope can be se‘tled without recourse to 
arms, 
‘(Daily Press, 9th December.) 

Revurer’s telegram of the 4th instant in- 
formed us that the reported Russo-Japanese 
agreement (which included a settlement of 
both the Manchurian and Corean difficul- 
tics) was discredited at Tokyo. A Tokyo 
‘telegram of the same date to the North- 
China Daily Mews confirms this, stating 
that the peaceful news from Paris not sup- 
ported, by the way, in Berlin was ridi- 
culed at the Japauese capital and considered 
to be pure invention. There is not much to 
be surprised at in this, seeing that the state 
of feelmg at Tokyo, as evidenced by the 
tone of the leading newspapers, has heen any- 
thing but conciliatory lately. These journals 
all, according toa despatch to our Shanghai 
morning contemporary on the Ist instant, 
agree in denouncing Russia for her delay in 
replying to Japan's proposals, and declare 
that the nation can no longer endure to be 
thus slighted, and must demand a definite 
answer, failing which; it must take indepen- 
dent steps to secure the interests of the 
State. Even the men in business circles, 
it is added; advocate a similarly resolute 
policy, which is also avowed by all political 
parties in Japan, a very significant point, 


political extremes in Japan has lately been 
very wide. Reutee’s telegram in our issue 
of to-day, reporting a “temporary lull in 
Far Eastern affairs ” and a concentration of 
attention on the opening of the Japanese 
Diet, which was to take place formally 
yesterday, indicates that Japan's attitude is 
being anxiously watched by the rest of the 
world. Hitherio it has been admitted 
generally that this attitude has been correct, 
even marvellously calm, and nothing could 
have been done more to win sympathy for 
the Japanese than this fact. It was never 
expected that the Government would be 
able to keep the hot-headed section of the 
nation in hand so admirably. As we have 
suggested before, it is a pity that the 
nutions which profess, and nu doubt feel, 
this sympathy with Japan have — not 
thought fit yet to give more open tokens 
of their feelings. The countries with 
commercial interests make no secret of 
the fact that they consider that the success 
of Russia, in negotiations or in war, means 


ceeing that the differences between the- 
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the closed door in sah ye Asia and the | 

ruin of such foreign settlements as at pre-. 

sent exis there. But |their diplomatic. 

representatives have 4 the courage to! 
‘ 


procluim these sentiments or to act upon. 

thew. Future history will not acquit them, 

of the charge of betraying their countries’ 

interests. But we are living in the present. 

THE HEALTH OF NA PORTS. 
(Daily Press, 10th December.) 

That the Far East hag not at home th 
best of repututions in the] matter of health, 
either as regards European residents or a 
far as the native population is concerned, ig 
well known. After living out here for some 
years, one may only give a thought 
to the question how far this reputation is 
justified, but one cannof as a rule cume to 
any definite conclusien. It is with a certaiu 
amount of interest, therefore, that we may 
look at the newly issued medical reports 
brought out by the Imperial] Maritime Cus- 
toms, nominally for the year|ended the 30th 
September, 1902, thongh |the individual 
reports vary considerably | in the yearly 
periods covered. Thirteen doctors contribute 
to the collection, and the ports whose health 
is reviewed range from Tientsin in the 
north to Szemao and Hoihqw in the south. 
We may run through these briefly, as the 
best way of giving a generdl picture of the 
whole, It will be seen that, roughly speak- 
ing, the Yangtsze ports are far the least 
desirable places of residence for Kuropeans, 
both north and south of China beiag 
healthier. Canton was suffering from an 
exceptionally bad period when under notice, 
so that it must not be condemned on such 
evidence alone. 

Tientsin, with which the series _of reports 
conmences, is declared by Dr. R. 
Ropertson to have had a very satisfactory 
year in 1901, the admirable work of the 
Provisional Government being the chief , 
factor in this. The native city was taken 
over temporarily and well cleancd—for the 
first time in its history, it may be presumed. 
The result was good general health among 
natives and foreign residents. The health 
of the troops in gurrison whs on the whole 
satisfactory also. Plague was escaped up 
to the end of the year 1901. Unhappily 
the samme hus not heen the, case since, and 
there can be no doubt thdt the health of 
North China, by reason of epidemics, has 
much deteriorated since 1901. Chefvo ig 
taken at a later period, theyhalf- year March- 
September, 1902. Six cases of scarlatina 
occurred in one {creign compound, four being 
second attacks, which Dr. G@utowsen thinks 
unique; two of the patiests died. The 
disease was probably imported from Sbang- 
hai, The lamentable outbretk of cholera 
or of id ey as the doctor 
| holds, at the China In'and Mission School, 
Chefoo, took place in this period, thirteen 
boya dying out of nineteen attacked; four 
French :ailurs dicd soon after with similar 
symptoms, and a fifth was attacked bat re- 
covered. Gastro-enteritis abounded in the 
native city, but Dr. Gutowsen will not 
admit the presence of cholera. 

/  Hackow dating 1901 was worre off in 
jhealte matters than usually, the c:uees 
| being an abnormally dry spring and heavy 
: floods during the wet und steamy sumnicr. 

No epidemic viaited the port, but the usual 

small-pox was preseut among the natives. 

Still, remitteut fever iy the soring and 

malaria, dysentery, etc., in the summer 

made matters unpleasint in the first half of 
the year. The late autuinn aod winter were 
fairly healthy. Five European residents 

of Hankow and twelve, non-residents, 0 

whom eleven were blue-jackets, contracted 


December ‘14, 1903.] 


typhoid. Four Europeans died of phthisis. 
The total number of foreign deaths was eigh- 
teen. In thé small Yangtsze port of Wubu, 
the general foreign health was good for the 
last nine months of 1901 and the first three of 
1902. One'child died from convulsions, and 
there were fifteen cases of malarial fever. 
Floods andi a long spell of hot, damp weather 
were conducive to numerous minor ailments. 
4 The natives duffered much from tuberculosis. 
: Chinkiang during the same period had a 
health repord “benign and uneventful.” 
No deiths occurred in the foreign com- 
munity and no serious illness was treated ; 
the Chinese, on the other hand, suffered 
much from diphtheria, measles, scarlet 
fever, and small-pox. At Nanking in the 
half-year ending the 3lst March, 1902, 
malaria and diarrhoea were what the foreign 
residents chiefly suffered from. There were 
floods here |too, affecting considorably the 
quarter of the city in which the Custonis 
students lived, and the latter were more 
attacked in consequence. Much malaria 
and dysentery prevailed among the natives, 
* . and there was a severe epidemic of measles. 
Wenchow, Chekiang, in the correspondiug 
period, was healthy for foreigners, and there 
was ‘no unusuil sickness among the Chinese. 
In the next half-year about 5,000 or 6,000 
native deaths frum cholera were estimated 
‘at Wenchow, but fureigners did not suffer, 
though the general health was below the 
average, fever, diarrhoea, and debility being 
the principal complaints. The Soochow 
report deals with tle period Septeinber, 1901, 
to September, 1902, which was onc of ,the 
worst years for that part of China ever 
experienced. Diphtheria, scarlet fever, 
cholera, dysentery, typhoid, and malaria 
abounded ; only one foreigner died, from 
g dysentery, complicated with malaria, but 
fi 20,000 natives diel in the six months in 
Svochow city itself 
Coming further south, we find Dr. 
Rine@gr remarking on the great umount of 
serious sickness and the unusual mortality 
in the foreign community of Canton in the 
half-year ending the 3lst March, 1902. 
Seven fatal cases of cholera occurred, the 
same disease commencing among the natives 
in epidemic form in January, 1902. Diar- 
rhea was common among the Kuropeans, 
and so was climatic fever; there were three 
cases of typloid, Hoihow, with its small 
foreign population of under 70, was healihy 
in this saine half-year, as also was Pakhoi; 
but in the former place there was some 
malaria, which is prevalent among the 
natives there. In the next hilf-year, i.e. 
down to tlfe 380th September, 1902, the 
foreign communities at both Hvihow and 
Pakhoi continued healthy, but Dr. Lasells 
at the Hainan port insists on the necessity 
of vacations und of residents not waiting 
until their health is imjaired. Cholera was 
in evidence among ‘the Chinese in tie Hoi- 
how neighbourhood, and there was plague 
- and cholera at Pakhoi, not to mention much 
‘diarrhoea. At Szemao in the year up to 
April, 1902, malaria was far the most preva- 
leut affection, as much as ten or twelve 
burials a day ov victims taking place during 
the worst period; nothing is said of any 
foreign resident. At Mengtsze at the be- 
ginning of 1902 Dr. Barsezteux declares 
a very satisfuctory sanitary condition. A 
little influenza and diarrhea had occurred 
among the European population of just 
over 30. Digestive, skin, and eye maladies 
were most severe among the Chinese. 


se sete 


we ecb ap LEE ES 


As a result of the Allen cass in Mauila 
the merchants of Manila have peti.ioned Con- 
gress for an amendmeut of the Contract Labour 
Law, so that it may not apply to accountants, 
stenographers, and clerks, etc. 
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CHINA OVERLAND TRADE REPORT. 
CRUELTY TO ANIMALS. 


—__<4__—-. 
(Daily Press, 5th December.) 

A rather amusing argument hsa beeu 
proceeding at Shanghai lately—amusing 
though arising out of so serious a subject 
us the prevention of cruelty to animals, In 
Shanghai, as here, there is a society trying 
to stop the sufferings inflicted on animals 
by the unthinking or callous. In aid of 
this S.P.C.A. a little while ago Mr. C. E. 
DarWenT, minister of the Union Church, 
Shanghai, preached a sermon, warmly 
advocating its work. Letters in the papers 
followed, and then “to his amazement,’’ as 
he says himself, Mr. Darwenr found his 
words construed intoa deliverauce in favour 
of vegetarianism. Mr. Darwent protests, 
ina letter to the North-China Daily News, 
ihat he will “eat roast pheasant with any- 
one,” that he has “no sympathy with 
vegetarianism either in practice or theory,” 
that the arguments in favour of vegetari- 
anism are based on “false logic, false 
spychology, or weak sentiment,” and then 
goes on: ‘It is said that life is sacred and 
“that it is wrong to take life. It is not. 
“Life is not sacred. It is personality that 
‘ig sacred. .To kill a man is murder, it is 
“a violation of personality; to put your 
‘foot ou a black beetle ig not murder. And 
“the life of an ox is no more sacred than- 
‘‘that of a beetle.” - And so he continues, 
finding that the pain i:.ilicted in abattoirs is 
slight and momeutary, and that it is far 
better from the oxen’s, sheeps’, fowls’, and 
game-birds’ point of view to have lived and be 
expeditiously killed than never to have been 
killed at all. Finally the minister protests 
against a “vegetarian red herring being 
dragged across the path'’ of his sermon. 
The controversy has its amusing aspect, as 
we have said; but it has also its sad side. 
It is hardly edifying to see a minister of 
religion at such pains to prove that the 
standpoint of the caraivore is tho one ap- 
proved by his religion, t.e. by God, and that 
those who disavzree are weak seutimentalists. 
We are not going here to enter upon a plea 
for vegetarianism, which is to us a counsel 
of perfection, we confess. But we cannot 
allow that it is not the logical outcome of 
admitting the rights of animals and of any 
campaign for the prevention of cruelty to 
animals. It is for this very reason that 
otherwise honest people tangle themselvea 


up so desperately when they endeavour to. 


deny the relation between the conclusion 
and the premises. So now we find Mr. 
Darwent in Shanghai arguing that it is 
not wrong to take life ; that life is not sacred, 
but personality is; that you may kill an 
uapersonal ox ora profane black-beetle, but 
not sacred personality-cndowed man. Herein 
he begs the greatest question that can be 
begged iu this world. A charming assump- 
tion of superior knowledge on this point 
nay be seen in the following sentence, 
which occurs inthe same letter in the Daily 
News :—‘‘ Lay hold of the distinction 
between life and personality, which so 
many people, who do not think clearly, con- 
fuse, and the argument on this ground is 
left without a logical leg to stand upon,” 
“Clear thinkers,” “logica! legs”! Are these 
all arrayed on the side of those that see a 
personality in man and only life in the other 
animals? We must say that we prefer the 
frank sportsman for sport’s.sake and the 
bon vivant to the clear thinker who has to 
disguise the conclusion to which his pre- 
mises are pointing. 

But it must be admitted that the practical 
side of work to prevent cruelty to animals 
lies, under the present conditions of thought 
upon the subject, in checking unnecessary 


suffering inflicted by man and. insuring 


429 
painless execution, as far as possible, of 
animals destined for food. That there is a 
tremendous field of operation ir China, and 
in the Kuropean settlements in China as 
much as anywhere, cannot be denied. In 
Hongkong there is much work to be done. 
Some is being done already by our local 
S.P.C.A. But there is much which they 
have not been able to touch yet. We 
propose soon to point out a very terrible 
state of things, which has been going on for 
many years unchecked, and which is not 
due to any needs of the Chinese, but to 


those of the Europeans and others who have 
settled here. 


LIMITS OF NEWSPAPER 
DISCUSSION. 


“ pela areas 
(Daily Press, 11th December.) 

Our outspoken contemporary the Kobe 
Chronicle had a leading article recently on 
“the limits of newspaper discussion.” The 
question is one that must necessarily arise 
in every part of the world where a newspaper 
exists and must exercise the mind of any 
one either conducting or reading a news- 
paper. It isa familiar saying that a man 
with a grievance will write to the Times, 
that journal being taken as the most typical 
aud the widest-read in the world. But it is 
not of courre only on grievances, so 


‘called, that people are ready often to 


address themselves to: the Press. They 
may have opinions to advance or others’ 
opinions to combat; and the most public 
way of so doing, if one is not a politician, 
is to get one’s views into print. But 
then arises the query to what extent the 
editor should give a hearing to those who 
wish to get one, and how far he should him- 
self discuss debatable subjects. It has 
grown to be a custom, at home, to taboo 
religious and most moral discussions, but to 
allow free play, within the limits of the laws 
of libel and of decency, to arguments on 
other matters. There are a number of 
journals, no doubt, which refuse to be 
bound by any exclusive rules and will, when, 
the occasion arises, discuss religious and 
moral subjects in a free manner; such, if 
they are not papers devoted to the exposi- 
tion of questions of the kind, are apt to 
court rebuke, That this is just can- 
not be allowed, provided the  treat- 
ment of the subject by the journal 
is worthy. The Kobe Chronicle on 
this point writes as follows:—“ A news- 
“paper should, it seems to us, take the 
“whole world for its province, social, 
“political, or teligious, and, while giving 
“the fullest opporiucity for the expression 
“of dissent from editorial or other, views 
“set forth, should not hesitate to deal in a 
“straightforward fashion with any matter 
“of public importance that may arise,” 
This appears to us, too, the correct attitude 
to adopt. It is one, perhaps, which grows 
more difficult in proportion to the smallness 
of the place in which the journal is issued. 
Therefore one might expect tofind it more 
difficult in the Far East that at home. But, 
to compensate for this, there is undoubtedly 
a greater freedom of thought, iu many ways, 
induced by residence so far from home—in 
spite of the proverb that crossing the sea 
changes the clime but not the mind. 
The tendency of the world is, for all 
the reactions which periodically take place, | 
toward greater freedom of thought, and 
therefore of discussion. 

We confess that this subject was sug- 
gested to us by certain letters which have 
appeared in other columns of this journal 
on the subject of “ Missionaries and the 
Press,” though it must be said that the 
discussion has not confined itself very closely 
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to that subject, but has wandered rathre 
into that of Christianity in the Far Enst. 
We do not propose to resume the considera- 
tioh of|the question here, but merely to 
justify,| if any justification is necessary, 
the freedom allowed to correspondents to 
express: their views, though these views 
must necessarily bo painful to a 
-eettain number of others to hear. No 
expression of honest conviction should really 
pain ; it is the wanton abuse of others’ con- 
vi¢tiuns, if they be similarly honest, which 
is ito be reprehended. And this abuse is, 
unfortunately, not limited to one side only 
injany great religious controversy. 
; 


| 


COTTON. 
|. a 
(Daily Press, 7th December.) 

The news about the wild excitement in the 
cotton market, as noted in our London 
respondent's telegram on Saturday and 
in) Revrer’s telegrams which we publish 
day, was to a certain extent anticipated 
and dreaded, though the exact pitch to 
which the speculating fever rose was not 
rhaps looked for. Brokers fighting one 
another in their eagerness to buy or sell, 
prices rising ten or twenty points at a rush, 
fartunes made and lost within five miautes, 
all this recalls some of the most senga- 
tional days of speculation. The history 
of this cotton affair is uoteworthy. 
Alo interesting article appeared in the 
imes of India lately, dealing with the 
tton position and giving some statistics 
of which we are glad to avail ourselves. 
ormerly the trade was accustomed to a 
visible supply of cotton at the end of the 
season of about two million bales, but, as the 
oon showed indications of overtaking 
the supply, this figure became reduced. In 
1897-8 and 1898-9 the American crop each 
year gave a total of about eleven and a quar- 
ter million bales, and what were regarded 
as normal figures were again resumed, In 
1899-1900 the American crop was under 
nine and a half million bales, and the aver- 
ge for the past throe years has been just 
aver 10,600,000 bales, so that, with an in- 
creasing consumption, the yearly offtake 
has exceeded the supply, the result being 
that there bas been a withdrawal from 
‘pial At the beginning of last season the 


otal visible supply was just over one 

illion bales, and with an American cro 

f ten aud threé-quarter millions, hich 
s insufficient for the cousumption, stocks 
ecame Further reduccd and this season 
tarted with a visitle supply of about 
00,000-bales. Now we have, as our corres- 
ondent telegraphs, an officially estimat- 
d crép of 9,962,039 bales only, a 
hortage of 600,000. At the beginning of 
ovember n-favourite estimate wis over 
leven million balee, but this was felt to be 
bver-sanguine, and the dread was grow- 
g that the inanipulatois would have ‘he 
arket nt their mercy. ‘The Times of India 
oints out that with the increased coasuip- 
+ tion which has been apparen: of late years, 
it will take at least three years of American, 
crops of over twelve million bales to give a 
stock of cotion sufficient to enable the trudo 
to compete ngaiust the manipulations of 
jrresponsible speculators. It is plain now 
that this year’s crop will make the position 
worse, and to what extent the speculators/h.ve 
taken advantage of the positivn is shown by 
the wild scenes at New York and New 
Orleatis, The article to which we have 
referred above points out how during the 
past seasou the position of tue market at- 
tracted, the attention of speculators from 
almost! the commencement, and the manipu- 
lation lof prices began eurly in 1908. Prices 
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wera forced up until spot cotton in Liver- 
pool was quoted over 7d., and, had mills 
continued working full time, an even higher 
‘figure would have been touched. The 
imarket was even then absolutely at the 
imercy of the manipulators, to the detriment 
‘of trade. The curtailment of production, 
with the incrensed acreage planted in Ame- 
rica, caused a gradual decline in prices, and, 
though the crop had an indifferent start, 
the improved weather conditions for some 
months played an important part and prices 
gave way, until at the beginniag of October 
arrivals were quoted in Liverpool under 5d. 
per tb. Since then prices had an upwdar 
tendency, news of killing frosts having 
effect. But now the situation of course is 
positively dangerous, and the maddest 
manipulators seem to be having ample 
sway. Bankruptcies and suicides will no 
doubt follow, have indeed probably been 
witnessed already. The spectacle is xppal- 
ling, but it is an inevitable result of the 
gambling spirit, which is so condemned in 
the white working-man and the Chinese 
coolie, having full license in the stock 
exchanges. 


HONGKONG JOTTINGS. 


(Daily Press, 11th Uecember.) 

Hongkong still continues to talk about—and 
to feel-_the cold. The lowest reading of the 
thermometer of which I have heard was 41 at 
a honge on the Peak, the time being about 8 
o'clock a.m. The lowest official return for 
Hongkong, lower level, seems to be 54. There 
appears every indication of the cold lasting, and 
the hope of a little more warmth which I 
mentioned last week seems to have faded away. 
We can therefora don with appreciation the 
clothes which, six mouths ago, we could not 
look at without perspiring. Hongkong is 
getting quite brilliant with waistcoats, about 
the only article with which man can usually 
make himself gay. As for the ladies—well, my 
pen fails me to deséribe how they have welcomed 
the wiutry weather with becoming o stames. 
Many of tlie shops, too, have assumed a distinctly 
Christm ts air, aud dolis. toys, and yari as games 
attract uot only childish eyes—indeed they 
rath -r “jump to the eye" with the vividness 
of their display. I wonder the cvolie clildren 
think of (hom ax they end -avour to press their 
flat litle no-es against the panes of gluss that 
cut them off from the mysteries desigued for 
some other-coloured child. 


lt is, Lam aware, always a puzzle to contrace 
tors where to dispose of theic building refuse, 
and if not closely watched they are very apt to 
place it in the first convenient spot, utterly 
regardless of its disfiguriug appearance. ‘The 
Publio Works Department has, very rightly, 
refused permission for them to deposit on the 
hillside, to be washed down into the streams 
and to blur the lan Iscape. 
cums(ances, I cannot understand why they 
should continue to be allowed to m-ke the 


bank of Gien-aly Ravine, between tha Trava | 


Termiuns and ~. Josesph’s Church. a rast 
unsightly rabbish-heip. Tt is a mast cous 
spicuvus place, in a vood neigibourtuad, snd 


the bank is already bulged ont to it< wtasat | 


dimensions. It is surely time thal ths bauk 
shoul! now be reducul to shapes aud neatly 
vurfed over. 


It is oxtrem-ly interes‘ing to dip into thie 
revords rela‘ing to the early days of Hongkong, 
and to make th» comparison between then and 
pow, I hace just basen reading agaiu soma of 
-thosg inte estiug letters which Mr. W.E. Cooke 
eut to :he Lo:don Times in the early fifties. 
Wriling in one of them concerning the City of 
Viotiria, hesays: “ Che first great astonishmeut 
toa mau who recollects Sir Francis Maitland’s 
report, that thore was auchorage for ships and 
room on the Island for one house, is to find 
many merchant princes living in many 
gorgeous palaces, a city two miles long, every 
article of home luxury except a bracing breese, 
and fieeta which could feed s principality and 


| Su day and a look « 


| 
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conquer an Empire.” Alas and alack! Where 
are now those gorgeous | palaces? Some 
archeologiat can perhaps enlighten us. And 
in the days of a constantly fluctuating dollar 
which never even rises to exchange value 
of 2/-, I might even ask (he question, “ Where 
are now those merchant princes P” 


eT 


I regret tosay that when Mr. Cooke described: 
the first European buildings |in Hongkong as 
“gorgeons palaces” he permitted Bimselt i 
license which he very well knew fow of his 
readers were in a positiqn to call in question. 
He also relied upoo the ptoverbial shortness of . 
memory of the average bewspaper reader, ier 
in a previous letter he ritten that ‘ the 
buogalows generally consist of three rooms about 
forty feet high, all open{ng upon a verandah, 
some bedrooms and a set io etached offices for 
Chinese." If such were “gorgeous palaces” 
how should a writer describe] the residences of 
the present day in Hongkong P 


There are some respects in! which the contrast 
between now and then is not very striking. For 
example, ‘it was by no cbmmon expenditure of 
time and interest that my friend obtained for 
me a single room at a price not much sbove 
what a lodging in Regent Street would cost in 
the London season.” Well, rents are still a” 
sore subject in Huugkong, and Mr. Cooke's 
comparison might be allowed to stand, But 
in these days of a low exchange we may feel 
desoslly thankfal that Hongkong is not “a 
placa where a turkey and a ham cost £5." 

The spirit of S. Andréw must evident!y have 
permeated the temperamont of a Chinese of the 
coolie class in the vicinity of the site of the new 
Past Office last Wodhesday evening. This 
locality not being woll jllumiouted—the Praya 
side ‘of Des Vooux Road at this spot iudeed 
being almost to‘ally devoid of any illaminagt— 
favoured the carrying ott of his “little joke.” 
Arming himeelf with a large-sized brick, he lay 
ja wait until a ricksha containing an European 
drew near, and then launched his missile. That 
he succeeded in giving the occupant a suddea 
shock goes without sayiug. Fortunately the 
brick only struck the intpaded victim on the hip, 
and thence rebounded into the foot of the vehicle, 
But the affwic migut easily bave been frought 
with more serious consequences. The assailant 
got clearaway. Still itis somewhat astonishing 
that such na cecurrence is possible within only 
a few yards of the Hoagkong Hotel. Where 
wore the police P 


I have noticed some very ‘pretty plants in the 
compound of Welltzth Barracks. They are 
trimmed into the shape of men and other fan- 
tastic designs. ‘l'ouriats will do well to have 4 
look at them; they will be nothiug new to those 
who visited the Chinese flower-show held ou 
the Praya’at Coronation time. 


Peat 

The un-vonted retardation of the almost 
invariably promp! Euglisl’ mail spoilt several 
shooting partias oataeday. Wa bave growa ta 
look on it as a matter of codrse that the P. ). 
boat will arrive to-the'minute—s circumstance 


In these cit | oftan overlooked by ‘thegs who lament. tho 
‘conservasista of Britis suamship conpanies — 


aad go fuel agzrieved that roag: weather cad 
deprive u« o our mail lima to get « Free 
the birds, if w6 are 
go intuded, ‘The xtatg of] the various vesecls 
‘acriging frem the Sonth daring the | last 
hoatch to couvi..ce 
of the wea har , 
BANYAN. 


ithe e@ days shoul 
ranges Of the “dirlingss’ 


kida pped and taken to Shaughui, whom the 
| Mixed Court there ofderpd to be retnrned to 
Japan, arrived at Kobe onjthe 26th alt In thie 
course of the morning, uk tho vessel lay at tho 
ior, the boys were pak n charge of by tlie 
W te Ouska. W gare 

8 


Tho nine Japrncss Koysla leged to ae 


ater Police, aud retarn 
an account of this affair some days ago. | It 
stated that the boys were bought from the 
poorest families for sama fanging from three to 
teu yen. At Shiunghaija foreign Customs 
officer suggested that they had beea pardhsed 
to be taken {o Singapore and thence sent to 
work in mines in some part of the Strait Set- 
tlements, | : 
| 
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HONGKONG LEGISLATIVE 
| |counort, 


: ' 

meeting of the Legislative Council was 

held on Monday, 7th Deo.in the Council Chamber. 
; PRESENT :—., 

18 Bxcrihexcy THE OFFIc“R AD- 

GOVERNMENT, F. i. 


. Tuomson, (Acting Culonial 
Seerctary), | 
Sir H. 8. BerkeLEy (Attorney- 


omL. A.M. Jounston (Acting Colonial, 


r). 
on. W. CHaTHAM 
Works). 
on. A. W. Brewin (Registrar-General). 
on. Basi R. H. TayLor (Acting Harbour 


ye 

. Sir C. P. Coater, C.M.G. 

. Dr. Ho Kat, C.M.G. 

. Wer A Yor. 

. C. W. Dicrson. 

. GERSHOM STEWART. 

. R. FL. Jonnston (Acting Clerk of 

Connoil); 


(Director of Publio 


ABSENT :-- 
H.E. the General Officer Commanding. 
on. H. E. Pottocrk, K.C. 
FINANCE. 
he AcTING COLONIAL SECRETARY laid on 


the table Financial Minutes (Nos. 60 to 65) and 


6 motion was agreed to. 
AoTING COLONIAL SECRETARY laid on 

g table the Report of the Finance Committee 

. 11), and moved its adoption. 
hg ACTING COLONIAL TREARURER seconded, 
d the motion was agreed to. 
BYE-LAW3 ON DOMESTIC CLEANLINESS. 
hé AcTING COLONIAL SECRETARY laidon the 
le the following amendment to No. 2 of the 
Bye-laws under the heading “ Domestio Clean- 
linpss! and Ventilation,” contained in Schedule 
e Public Health and buildings Ordinance, 
903, made under Snb-section 7 of Section 16 of 

» aforesaid Ordinance :— 

The words “by a duly registered nightsoil 
catrier” are hereby deleted from Bye-law No. 2 
of|the Bye-laws under the heading “Domestic 

‘leanliness and Vientilation” contained in 

ule B of the Piblic Health and Buildings 
inance, 1903. 

Ths Actina CoLONIAL SEcRETaRY then 


UBLIC WORK: COMMITTEE. 
Director of Public Works laid on the 
le| the following report of the proceedings 
of| the Public Works Committee ato Mesting 
iald |}on the 19th Novenrber, 1903, Present : 
e Hon. the Director of Public Works 
W. \Chatham), Chairman; Hou. the Acting 
lonial Treasurer (L.A.M. Johnston) ; Hon. Sir 
Paul|Chater, Kt., C.M.G.; Hon. C. W. Dickson; 
; on. Gershom Stewart, 


OFFICERS’ QUARTERS, AND OFFICE 
AND! POLICE COURT AT TAIPO., 
The Chairman explained that it was considered 
: to} construct permanent buildings at 
nipd for the accommodation of the officers 
stationed there and for a Land Cfiice and Police 
ha The} plan which he submitted showed 
o 2-storied baildings—one, to contain the 
rters, ty be erected on the small island where 
the anding-place is situated, and the other to 
otain the Land Office and Police Court, on the 
mainland in the vicinity of the Police Station. 
The estimated cost was as followa:— 
Oe eee ta et Soe 
d stable, approach path, &c, § 24,500 
‘Land Offioe and Police Court, ... 32,000 


| | Total wes $56,500 

It was unanimously agreed to recommend 
that both buildings be proceeded with. 

ClTY WATER WORKS EXTENSION—TYTAMTUK 
SCHEME, 

The Chairman laid before the Committee a 
yen plan, dated the 17th Qotober, 1963, 
showing the! works which it was propoed to 
: ndbrtake at once and which would form the 

| i 
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CHINA OVERLAND TRADE REPORT. 


first section of the scheme. Hoe explained that 
the result of the last trial-well sank on the aite 
of the proposed large dam had been disappoint- 
ing, the rock teing found at a depth of 
about 60 feet instead of about 40 to 45 feet 
as indicated by all the previous trial works. 
Tt wae (harefore necessary to conduct further 
trial works both on that site and on others in 
the vicinity with the view of ascertaining 
whether a more favourable line could be found 
for the dam and, as it was evident that sams 
very considerable period must elapse bofore 
this part of the scheme could be sufficievtly 
advanced to be available for increasing the 
supply of water, it was considered advisable to 
proceed at once with a dam of moderate 
dimensions and capacity some distance up the 
valley. 

It was therefore proposed to construct a 
dam on the site which was referred to in Mr. 


Cooper's report of the 9th May, 1896, as No. 4,. 


but to inorease the size of it so as to render 
it capable of containing 194 million gallons 
instead of 100 millions as specified in his 
report. Two pumping engines, each capable 
of raising 1} million gallons daily, had already 
been ordered and the proposed dam would 
afford a supply about sufficient to keep one 
engine steadily at work during the dry 
seasou. The second envine was intended as a 
duplicate, to be brought into service when 


-| the other was stopped for overhaul and repairs. 


Tn addition to the water impounded by the 
proposed dam the yield of the streams 
flowing in the valley would be rendered 
available by the small dam which had already 
been constructed in connection with the 
temporary pumping engine now at work and 
from which the main to the large pumping 
engines would be laid. 

The other items required to complete the first 
section of {he scheme included the following :— 

(1). The construction of a pumping statiou 
near the head of Tytam Bay to contain the two 
pumping engiues already mentioned. 

(2). The construction of a new road contour- 
ing the lower part of the valley at an clevation 
of 130 to 150 feet above ordnance datum and 
then ascending to join the existing road near 
the new byewash reservoir. 

(3). The laying of a suction main from the 
small dam mentioned above to the permanent 
pumping station referred to in (1). 

(4), ‘The laying of « rising main from the 
permanent pumping station by way of the new 
road to the gauge basin at the entrance to the 
Tytam Tunnel. 

The whole of the proposed works had been 
designed with a view to the completio: of the 
scheme at a later date by the construction of 
the large dam already mentioned with the 
requisite catchwaters to intercept additional 
drainage areas and the erection of the necessary 
additional pumping plant, when the suction 
main referred to in (3) would bo taken up and 
laid as a duplicate rising main. The reservoir 
now proposed wou!d mot b> overlapped by the 
large one to be constructed hereafter and would 
therefore be of permanent benefit for storage 
purposes. 

The estimated cost of the works included in 
the first section was as follows :— 

1. Dam to impound 194 million gallons $290,000 

2. Construction of pumpiog station 
including formation of site... ... 50,000 

3. New road from junction with Stanley 
Road to near Tytam byewash re- 
servoir (length 1.40 miles) ... ... 

Access roads to pumping station and 

gauge basin and track for tem- 
porary suction main... ... eee 

. Risiog main, 18 in, diameter, from 
umping station to Tytam gauge 
basin (length 2.03. miles) ae 

. Suction main, 18 in. diameter, to be 
subsequently used for duplicating 
rising main (length 1.25 miles) ... 

. Pumping machinery already ordered 
(two sets of engines, each capable 

of delivering 14 million gallons 
per day) including erection... ... 108,000 


724,000 
Contingencies, say ... ... 56,600 
Total ... ++. $780,000 


The works required to complete the entire 
tuk scheme, for which it was not possible 


98,000 


20,000 


98,00 


60,000 


; tosubmit an estimate at present, would be as - 
follows :— | 

1. The construction of a larga dam below 
Tytamtuk village, with the necessary road 
diversions. ; | 

2. An extension of the hi ping station 
buildings, | 

3. The provision of additional pumping plant, 


4. Taking up the 18 in, suctiod main and re- °, 


laying same as a rising ate eeledine the 
necessary length of piping to complete same. 

5. The construction ef catchwaters to such 

extent as may be found advisable in order 
to render available, the water from areas 
situated outside the natural drainage area. 

The Committee unanimously agreed to recom- 
mend that the scheme be at once proceeded with. 

CONVICT PRISON ON STONECUTTERS’ ISLAND, 

Replies to the Committee's enqniries as to the 
amount which the Military Authorities would 
be prepared to contribute in thd event of the 
Gunpowder Depot being removed from Stone- 
cutters’ Island as proposed, and 

(a.) the proposal to erect a 

there being carried out, 

(b.) the proposal to erect a convict 

there being abandoned, 
were furnished. They were to the effect that 
in the case of (a), the Military Anthorities 
would contribute nothing, and‘in ithe case of (d) 
they were prepared to contribute £2,500 on 
condition that the site and buildings on it were 
hunded over to them. This offer had been. | 
declined by His Excellency the Governor. 

The question of erecting a'prison on Stone- 
cutters’ Island was then disqusged, and it was 
ultimately agreed uoanimously to recommend 
that the work be proceeded with as early as 
practicable, | 
The Commiltee then sion 


gonvict prison 


prison 


QUESTIONS, 


The following questions stood jon the ageada 


in the name of Hon. H.E. Pollock. 
1, What was the total a which was 


paid to owners for the peptmipelo of insanitary 
properties in Taipingshan? | 

hat was the total cost of laying out such 
named land, including roads, drains, retaining 
walls, eto.? ; 

What is the total amount which has beon | 
received by the Government in. premia 
from the sale of such portions of such | 
resumed land as have been sold by the Govern- | 
ment, and what is the total Annual Crown © 
Reut which is received by! the Government - 
in respect of such portions? 

What proportion do sueh portions as afore- 
said bear to the part of such mption which 
it is proposed to reserve as/a public park for : 
Chinese P 

What is the area of that part of such re- | 
sumption which it is propos:d to reserve asa : 
public park for Chinese? 

When does the Government propose to , 
give the members of the Legislative | 
Council an opportunity for discussing the 
question of the desirability of reserving ; 
such part of such resumption ds a public park | 
for Chinese? What stags has this matter | 
of a public park for Chinese now reached P . 

2. On what date was the contract let for the 
foundations and reclamation for Section No. 6 . 
of the Praya Reclamation (from Pottinger 
Street to Wing Wo Street), and what was the | 
date fixed for the completion of the work? : 
What is the name of the dontractor P 

When was the above contract work actually | 
completed, and how many | days was it: 
after the contract time for completion P 
Was the penalty for overtime stipulated in the 
contract enforced P If not, why not? 

On what date was the contract let for the 
sea-wall and roadways on the above section 
and what date was fixcd for the completion 
of the work P 

What is the name of tha contractor P 

When will the work on :—= 

(a.) the sea wall, and 
(b.) the roadways be actually completed P- 

Is the penalty for overtime|in the contract 
being enforced or will it beenforced? If not, 
why not? | 

3. Is it not the fact that a wallia the Protes-| . 
tant Cemetery, on the side nearest to the Ro-|: 
man Catholic Cemetery, has recently partially 
collapsed, covering some of the tombs in’ the 
Protestant Cemetery with debris and damaging 

seme of the tombstones ? ' 
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What stops will be taken and when to remove ; 
such debris and to repair such damage and to 
engurp that no further portions of the said wall 
and no earth shall in future fall down or be 
washed down: by rain upon the tombs in the 
Protestant Cemetery P 

hat isthe name of the contractor who is 
responsible for the wall in question P 

. Isit not the fact that certain houses in Con- 
duit Road have been served with an intermittent 
supply of water only during some days in the 


mer P 
Tyee, to what cause is such deficiency of 
due? : 
there any defects in the mains leading 
Conduit Road or is the pumping-power 
cient to raise the water up to that level P 
[Water Rate being collected from the ! 
is in Conduit Road P { 
. Is it the fact that the Government is con- 
templating the alteration of the uniform which 
is worn by the Senior Sanitary Inspectors? If 
will not'such contemplated alteration make 
the uniform of the Senior Sanitary Inspectors 
resemble that of the District Inspectors? What 
is the reason for the contemplated change P 
nithe absence of Hon. Mr. Pollock, 
on. Sir Pau CHATER put the questions. 
THs ACTING COLONIAL SECRETARY an- 
SWI red question 1 as follows:—$818,098.32, 
$107,874.58, | Ta 
The premia amount to $171,393.50; the Crown 
rentg to $772 per annum, The area sold 
amounts to 49,711 square feet or 1.14 acres; the 
reas of building land absorbed by the park which 
isa Public Park and not a Park for Chinese only 
amount to 46;500 square feet or 1.07 acres. On 
the 17th of September the Governer’s despatch 
anil the Secretary of State's reply on the subject 
of laying outa Public Garden in Taipingshan 
were laid on the table, together with the 
Estimates for 1904, at page 25 of which a sam 
! of $7,000 was set down for levelling and laying 
ont Taipingshan Garden. I have again to point 
ont that the’Park or Garden is Public and not 
set aside exclusively for any section of the 
munity. | 
he DirgctoR oF PusLic Works gave 
the following answers :— 
| Question 2, paragraph 1. The lstof May, 1899. 
Date for mpletion 15th of November, 1902. 
e of Contractor, Tsang Keng. 
i . It is not yet completed. | 
8. Thewh¢ le of the work wasincluded under the 


4, Tsang (Keng, as already stated. 
Is. (a) Work was completed in December 1902. 
i| () It is not possible to say dafinitely, but 
here is no reason. why it should not be completed ! 
by the end of this year. 

"6, The question of penalty to be enforced will 
be considered on completion of the werk. The 
ontractor has been repeatedly warned that the 
penal will be enforced, . ; 
[Question 3, paragraph 1. Yes. The accident 
aroze from the heavy rains in the early part of 
September. 

9, The wall will be reconstructed of greater 
strength, (Work is in progress. 

3, The wall which fell was constructed by 
Yau Kung Cheung, contractor, It was 
completed in September 1902, and was there- 
fore out of the contractor’s hands prior to the 
date of its failure. 

~ Question 4, paragraph 1. Yes. 

9. It has been due in some measure to 
repeated bursts in the mains, the margin in 
power of the pumping plant being inadequate to 
make up for the joss of water occasioned by 
such bursts. Additional pumping plant has 
recently been provided which has enabled con- 
stant supply to be maintained. 
; 8. No (a other than those indicated 


coe referred to in first paragraph of reply. 
| 


above, which are liable to occur in any main. 

Yes, a water cate is collected. 
The Alcrrneg CoLonrAL SECRETARY an- 
gwered question 5 as follows :-The uniform of 
o Sanitary Staff for which there existed no 
authorise |pattern has been revised, and sealed 
patterns |sanctioned, The uniform for the 
different’ |grades of Inspectors is alike. The 
been to make the uniform as simple 


it next 1 
motion.1- 


of shelter for cargo boats and sampans during 

e typhoon season.” 

LAND TITLES IN. THE NEW TERRITORY. 

The ATTORNHY-GENERAL moved th» second 
Yeading of the Bill entitled an Ordinance 
to repeal the New Territories Titles Ordinance, 
1902. He said—As has been indicated in the 
objects and reasons appended, this Ordinance is 
desired becanse it is found necessary to repeal 
the New Territories Titles Ordinance which we 
passed last year, The object of that Ordinance 
was to establish in the New Territories a system 
to be confined to the New Territories by regis- 
try. The system has however in practice been 
found to be not workable, and moreover it has 
been found that even if the system was brought 
into working order it would clash with the 
principle of the Land Court Ordinance of 1900 
in spph a manner as was neither contemplated 
by the framer or the Legislature when the Or- 
dinance was passed. The interpretations “ cus- 
tomary land" and “customary land-holder"’ inthe 
New Territories Land Titles Ordinance was 
interpreted in such a way that its effect would 
seem to be to override Section 14 of the 
land Court Ordinance of 1900. By that 
Ordinance all titles in the New Territories 
as in every part of the Colony can only be 
acquired bya grant from the Crown. It is not 
permissible of course that that principle should 
be in any way departed from. Happily no in- 
convenience will be caused to anyone because 
asa fact the Ordinance was never brought into 
working, for on the first attempt it was found 
they cou!d not do so, 

Tbe AcTING COLONIAL SECRETARY second. 
ed, and the motion was agreed to. 

{he Bill was then considered in Committee 
and was read a third time and passed on the 
mution of the ATTORNEY-GENERAL, seconded 
by the AcTING CoLONIAL SECRETARY. 

NEW TERRITORY LAND COURT ORDINANCE. 

The A1TORNEY-GENERAL moved the second 
reading of the Bill ontitled an Ordinance to 
further amend The New Territories Land 
Court Ordinance, 1900. He said—The object 
of the introduction of this Bill is to empower 
the Governor to act with the members of the 
Land Court whenever he may deem it expedient 
with the object of expediting and accelerating the 
work of the Court. 

The Actina CoLONIAL SEcRETARY second- 
ed, and the motion was agreed to. 

The Bill was then considered in Committee 
and wus afterwards read a third time and passed, 
ou the motion of the ATTORNEY-GENERAL, 
seconded by the AcTING COLONIAL SECRETARY. 
PUBLIC HEALTH AND BUILDINGS ORDINANCE’ 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL moved the second 
reading of the Bill entitled an Ordinance 
to amend The Public Health and Buildings 
Ordinance, 1903. He said—As we are all aware, 
the Ordinance known as No. 1 of 1903, 
the Public Health and Buildings Ordinance, 
was passad late Jast year and came into operation 
in the early part of this year. That Bill dealt 
with the Vital question of the public health of 
this Colony. It ran into very great—but. not 
unnecessarily great—length, considering the 
varied nature and importance of the matters 
with which the Bill dealt. It is somewhat 
early, perhaps some may think, to amend the 
Bill, but I think hon. members will readily ac- 
knowledge that it wasalmost impossible toaxpect 
that a Bill could be framed which would meet 
with every requirement and necessity without 
requiring some amendment almost immediately 
following its inception, The Ordinance, which 
I beg leave to say is a most valuable addition to 
the statute book, does require amendment in 
come particulars in order to make it of more 
practical value. The amendments which are 
now proposed by the Government are principal- 
ly those which have .been suggested and 
recommended by the Sanitary Board, who have 
hitherto bad the practical working of the 
Ordinance under their immediate ken. These 
suggestions and recommendations appear to me 
to be admirable in every respect and I believe 
will commend themselves to the favourable con- 
sideration of this Council. Other amendments 


by 
the wor 
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, December 14, 1903. 


Principal Civil Medical Officerofthe Colony the 
direct administration of that |department by 
holding him directly responsitle.| Atthe present 
time it is not possible to hold that officer 
directly responsible because ha has no authorit 

where he should have it. ‘amendment is 
also proposed with respect to the arbitration 
clause by which power is jgiven to the 
arbiters to ta‘e into consideration when 
dealing with claims whether; the premises 
were enhanced in value by | overcrowding. 
The gieatest difficulty the Government have 
had in preparing this Bill for presentation to 
the Councilis to get a definition of the expression 
“external air” which would be acabla of being 
given effectto. ‘he amendmout of the present 
existing definition is made on the recommenda- 
tion of the Sanitary Board. They report that 
at present the dofinition renders it almost 
impossible to give effect to the real intention of 
the Ordinancs with respect to the proper 
amount of light and air that should be admitted 
into rooms. A new definition therefore will be 
submitted for the consideration |of the Council 
which [ believe will be found to at last achieve 
the diffioulty of exactly saying what was meant 
by ‘external air.” Severs! othar sections have 
been amended. For instance section 48 is con- 
sidered by the Board to be unworkable. It 
accordiagly has been recast andiI believe it will 
meet the Board's recommendation. The object 
that the Board has in view in making that recom- 
mendation was to expedite the action that was 
necessary to be taken with reference to the 
abatement of the nuisance of overcrowding. 
The present system appears to be cumbrous and 
to cause undue delay. Considerable difficulty 
has been found in practice in working the Or- 
dinance with respect to the interpretation that 
at present is attached to the meaning of the 
words “room” and “cubicle.” Hitherto those 
words have had pretty well the same meaning, 


but by the amendment proposed to the Bill | 


each would have its own meaning attached to 
it. A very important alteration too was 
to be submitted for consideration with 
respect to Section 251 of the present Ordinance. 
This section is one of the arbitration sections 
and refers to the procedure to be adopted where 
claims for compensation have been putin. The 
amending Bill will provide that whenever claims 
for compensation shall be made the claim shall 
be submitted to the Colonial Seoretary on the 
same day as the plans are filed with the building 
authority ; also it provides that whore a claim 
for compensation is in respect of a matter-with 
regard to which powers of exemption or modi- 
fication are vested in the Board or the Governor 
in Council the claimant shall await-the decision 
of the Board or the Governorin Council before 
proceeding with the works. These amendments 


have been found necessary by the authority - 


who have the administration of the Ordinance, 
for claims for compensation have been sent in 
months after the plans have been deposited, 
thero being no indication at the time they were 
sent in that a claim was intended to be made, 
and subsequently when it was intended to 
exercise the powers of modification made it was 
found it was too late because the building was 
already in course otereehon The Council will 
seo at once that thee are practical difficulties 
that ought to be overcome, and this Bill we 
think is capable of doing so. 

The AcTING COLONIALSECRETARY seconded. 
He sail—I may mention on His Excellency’s 
authority that it is not proposed to press 
Section 3 but to hold it over for further 
consideration; and therefore the Government 
hupes that the unofficial members will not 
oppose the second reading of the Bill. ; 

‘The motion was agreed to, and the Council 
went into Committee on the Bill. 

In Committee some amendnients were made 
and discussion ensued on several points. 

Section 2 as printed was passed. . 

In Section 14 (S8ub-section 8) the term 
“fourteen days” was changed to “ five days” so 
as to lessen the period within which a summons 
against overcrowding can be applied for to 8 
Magistrate. ; 

In Section 19 (Sub-section 153) (a) it was 
provided that no cubicle shall constracted 
or maintained in any storey of any domestic 
building hereafter erected “or re-orected,” 

Hon. Dr. Ho Kar eaid that if this applied 
houses which had been blown. down or taken 
down for repair to a certain extent and re- 
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constructed then there would be a hardship if 
no cubicles were to be allowed. 


His Excetvency—In. that case we would 
never get rid of cubioles at all. ~ 


Hon. Dr, Ho Kat replied that by increasin 
_ the, thickness of the walls and providing a 5 
feet backyard for external air a 60 feet room 
would have only two rooms. What about the 
central portion of 1 house fronting the street 
and.opening upon the external air in the rear. 
They could not have side windows, nor central 
rooms, yet cubicles must exist in such houses, 
At the present time two cubicles could exist. but 
in & new house or one being re-erected it would 
be impossible to have any oubicles at all. ‘I'here 


. Would be one room from one end to the other. 


The Diggecror or Posiic Works pointed 
out that the provisions of the Ordinance 
entailed a very important modification of the 
arrangements of existing houses, because they 
only permitted kitchens to be erected over half 
of the extent of the house, and quarter of the 
entire area must be left: unbuilt upon. There- 
fore 4n important modification would be made 
in the reconstruction of such houses if once de- 
molished. If the city as it existed to-day was 
ever to ba improved there must be some pro- 


. vision like this which would prevent these 


houses having windowless cubicles. Otherwise 
the city would remain forever as it now was. 

His ExceLvency remarked that Section 153 
really covered, or was intended to cover, houses 
burned down or pulled down and built up again; 
otherwise you would go on building up the same 
old insanitary class of houses. The wordsthehon. 
member had objected to were put in because the 
qu¢stion arose whether the section covered 
re-orected houses. He thought that what the 
Director of Public Works had pointed out was 
only reason-able. 


Hon. Dr. Ho Kar asked the Director of 
Public Works to give the Committee an ides, 


if private houses such as bu-iness hongs in 
Bonham Strand, some measuring 80 feet, had 
been pulled down or burned down, whether it 
would be possible to rebuild them and hays 
oubicles P 

The Dregcror or Pusiic Works thought 
that was sufficiently covered by the proviso 
to the section. Powers of modification as wide 
as they could make them were given to deal with 
all cases that occurred. He should think the 
Board would exercise its powers of modification 
in such cases as had been in licated. 

Hon. Dr. Ho Ka1—I am quite satisfied. 

H1s_ExceLLency—I think the bon. member 
may rest assured that where a strict enforce- 
ment of the Section would inflict unnecessary 
hardship in purely business premises modifica- 
tion will be granted. 

The Sub-section was passed. 

In Section 164 (5) under Part III (19) it was 
proposed that no cubicle shall have a less floor 
area than 64 square feet. | 

Hon, Dr, Ho Kat held that it should be made 
either 50 feet or 100 feet, as 64 feet was too 
much for one and not enough for two, 

The Actrna CoLonrar SECRETARY pointed 
out that there was nothing to prevent it being 
made 100 feet, 

The Digectok oF Pusiic Works con- 
sidered that the 64 feet should stand. Each 
person, in the case of a floor which was not sub- 
divided, required 50 feet, and if a room was going 
to be divided up into cubicles he thought it only 
reasonable that they should provide extra space. 

Hts EXoELuEency aged the Director of 
Public Works whether in calculating the num- 
ber of people that conld ocoupy a floor divided 
up into om calculation would be made for 


the floor agja whole aud not for each seperate 
cubicle. 


Ho Kar remarked that if two or 

ens were found occupying the same 
cubicle the; Sanitary Board would have some- 
thing to say about overcrowding. 

The ATpOnNBT-GanERAL was of opinion 
that if two'men Jay in that room and chose to 
lie alongside each other they would still be 
inside the rules. ; 

H18 EXORLLENCY—This 64 feet requirement 
is based on “olo custom.” If it is disturbed a 
size of cubicle that may not be so convenient 
may be the result. 


t 
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Hon. Dr. Ho Kar did not press his point | $85,600 in aid of the vot 
but remarked that there was a great difference | Annually Recur 


between two or three persons crowding together 
into a partially closed-up oubicle and lying 
together in the corner of an open room. 

The section was passad without alteration. 

All the other new sections which were con- 
sidered were approved. 

UNDESIRABL® IMMIGRANTS, 

The ATTORNEY-GENEKAL moved that the 
house go into committee on the Bill entitled an 
Ordinance to provide for the Recovery of 
Charges incurred by the Colony on account of 
certain undesirable persons introduced into the 
Colony. 

Hon. Sir Pau CHater asked that considera: 
tion of the Bill be postponed as the member for 
the Chamber of Commerce, he understood, had 
been asked to make a few comments upon it 
when he returned from the North. This was 
agreed to. 

The Council adjourned till Monday, 14th 
December. 


FINANCE COMMITTEE. 

A meeting of the Finance Committee was 
held immediately after the Council—the Acting 
Colonial Secretary (Hon. A. M. Thomson) 
presiding. 

POST OFFICR EXPENSES, 

The Officer Administering the Government 
recommended the Council to vote a sum of 
$28,750 in aid of the vote Post Office, under 
Other Charges, fur the following items:— 

(1) Cost of Stamps .. ... 0... .. $ 8,000 

(2) Contribution to Mail Subsidy... 5,250 

(3) Transit Charges... ... ... ... 15,500 


Total... ... $28,759 

The CHAIRMAN said that new stamps had cost 
agreatdeal more than had been anticipated. The 
subsidy had risen owing to the low exchange in 
the early part of the year. Transit charges 
were also larger partly owing to that fact and 
partly to the increase in business. 

‘The vote was agreed to. 

PRINTING THE ORDINANCE. 

The Officer Administering the Government 
recommended the Council to vote a sum of 
$4,00( in aid of the vote Miscellaneous Services, 
Printing, a8 a first instalment of the cost of the 
revised edition of Ordinauces. 

The CHAIRMAN stated that a cerfain amount 
of the work had been done by the Government 
printers and they had asked for an advance on 
the contract. 

Hon. Dr. Ho Kat asked when the work was 
likely to be ready. 

The CHAIRMAN replied that he could not 
guarantee a time. 

Hon. Dr, Ho K.a1—It is only up to 1900? 

The CuarrmMan—1901. 

Hon. Dr. Ho Kar—-By tho time it is ready 
we will want a new edition. 

The vote was passed. 

LAND REGISTRY VOTE. 

The Officer Administering the Government 
recommended the Council to vote a sum of $955 
in aid of the vote Land Registry Office for the 
following :— 

For New Territories.—-Personal Emoluments. 

Assistant Land Officer, 11th November 

to 3lst December... .. $500 
Assistint Land Officer, Exchange 
Compensation bate vane Reet Bs 


$900 
Other Charges. 
Traveling Allowance to Assistant 
Land Officer Monk “Sia” | eet, Ses 


Total... ...$950 


The CHAIRMAN stated that this vote was 
rendered necessary by the appointment of 
Mr. Messer as Assistant Land Officer on llth 
November. 

Appreved. 

POLICE LAUNCHES AND BOATS. 

The Officer Administering the Government 
recommended the Council to vote a sam of 
$1.300 in aid of the vete Police under Other 
Charges for the item repairs of launches and 
boats. 


The vote was passed. 
PUBLIC WORKS, 
The Officer Administering the Government 
recommended the Council to vote a sum of 


433 


Public Works 
rent, and Public Works Ex- 
traordinary, for the following items :— 

Public Works, Annually Recurrent. 
Maintenance of buildings ..._ ...88,300 
Maintenance of telegraphs... .., 2,700 
Maintenance of telegraphs in 


New Territory ... ... ... 600 
- Miscellaneous works ..; ...  ...13,500 
Maintenance of roads in City... 5,500 


Maintenance of roads outside City 2,000 
Maintenance of roads in Kowloon 2,100 
Maintenanceofsewers, nullaue, &o., 1,500 
Miscellaneous Services... _ as 
Gas lighting, City of Victoria ... 2,200 
Extensions of gas lighting... -.. 
Drainage works, miscallaneons ...18,700 
Maintenance of water-works, City 

and Hill District... ...  ...13,500 


Pablic Work, Extraordinary. 

Public bath-house, Cross Lane, 
Wasrchai.., ; ae 

we 8,900 


72,900 


Public latrines aud urinals... 
Rain-storm damage ... ... 


Total, ... .. $85,600 

The CHAIRMAN said that he understood the 
origina! total estimate in this case for last year 
would not be exceeded. 

The DikEcTor oF PusLic Works explained 
that on the annually recurrent and extraordinary 
expenditure there would bea very large balance of 
about $250,0/00n the grossamonnt. Publicworks 
recurreaot would be exceeded to the extent of 
some $56,000 and there would a saving on public 
works extraordinary or unexpended balances of 
abont $300,000. With regatd to the public 
works annually recurrent the principal items 
in which the expenditure was incurred were 
those that wore really not of the ordinary recar- 
rent type; miscellaneous works, for example, 
for the provision of structures of various sorts 
that there was almost a certain demand for 
during the course of any year, but for which there 
wore no separate votes. It was the ssme way 
with drainage works miscellaneous, it appeared 
in publio works recurrent but it consisted largely 
in trainiog of oullahs and extending of drains 
in various parts of the city and Kowloon on 
account of the new areas built upon during 
recont years. A large part of it was due to 
training of nullahs which he (hought hon. mem- 
bers would agree was a very desirable work to 
carry on. In the case of the maintenance of 
waterworks, this was due a good deal to the 
increased cost of pumpiag, including that at 
Tytamtuk. 

The vote was passed. 

SECRET SERVICE, 

The Officer Administering the Goverumont 
recommended the Counoil to vote a sum of 
$1,000 in aid of tha vote Police under Other 
Charges, for the item. Sucret Service. 

The CHAIRMAN said this was on account of 
a special case, It was obvious that no further 
explanation could be given. 

Ihe vote was approved. 

This was all the business. 


HONGKONG SANITARY BOARD. 
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SPECIAL MEETING, 

A special meeting of the Sanitary Board was 
heldat 12.30 p.m. yesterday to consider what steps 
would be taken in connection with the outbreak 
of rinderpest among the cattle at Kennedy's 
Dairy. Present:—H.n. Dr. J. M. Atkinson, 
Principal Civil Medical Officer (president); 
Colonel W. E. Webb, Hon. A. W. Brewin, Mr, 
A. Ramjahon, and Mr. G. A. Woodcock, 
Secretary. 

Dr Atkinson said that he thought it reoes- 
sary to call a special meeting as he had received 
a report from the Colonial Veterinary Surgeon 
that.seven more cattle had died of the disease 
at Kennedy's Stables, making eight deaths in 
all, There was ne doubt, he said, that tho 
disease was highly infectious, and probably the 
whole of the herd would become infected. The 
herd numbered fifty-five, eight of which had 
died, forty-two are at present sick, leaving five 
of the herd still uninfected. Takiag into con- 
sideration the fact that the Dairy is also a stab'es, 
with a large number of people continually com- 
ing snd going, the risk of infection, thought the 
President, was very great. Under the Sanitary 


bye-laws the Board had power to order the slaugh- 

tering of all the animals in the herd, if they 

thought it necessary to do so to chéck the 

disease, and ‘in the event of their so doing 

compensation could be awarded to the owners 

of the herd, bnt the compensation awarded must 
not exceed $100. 

Dr Gibson—Tho loss would be considerably 

@ than $100! The average price of these 

8 is £22, or I should say $250. The shed is 

ite close to the stables, and men are passing 

lace frequently. 
1, Webb--Can the disease be communicated 


intrpduced, | 
; Gibson—I had an idea that the food 
ly might be the cause, but all the food, 
ith the exception of bran, is imported. Bran 
comps from thanghai, aaa that is cooked. 
1. Webb—In a day or two the Chinese 
griffing will be coming down, and then 
he stables will be filled up. 
(he President moved that, as the Board 


power to order the slaughtering of the 

cattle forthwith, the remaining cattle in the 

1 should’ be killed immediately, and their 

es taken out to sea in janks and dumped. 

Rumjahn seconded, and the motion was 

i In} connection with the disposal of 

bodies! 8 discussion arose, in which 

cremati as suggested, but when it was 

inted out|.that only four animals could be 

' [p day the matter was loft to the 
Colbnial Veterinary Surgeon to deal with. 

This was il the business: 


HONGKONG. 


Included in the Simla’s passengers was Major- 
General Villiers Hatton, C. B., the new General 
nding the Forces iv South China and 

ra Villiers Hatton, and Lieut. 


, A.D.C. 

he Major-General requested that there be 
no pfficial wdloome; ho landed in mufti. Colonel 
L.|F. Brown, R.E., Acting Commander in- 
Chief, Major Chichester, D.8.0., D.A.A.G., 
jor W. Baker Brown, R.E., Acting A.D.C., 
Captain C.L. FitzWilliams, A.s.C.. Mrs 
ereBrown, ajd Mrs Chichester went on 
the steamer to meet him. Both Major- 
eral and Mrs Hatton looked the picture 
of | health. [hs Major-General commanded 
thé lst Battalion Grenadier Guards in the 
Khartoum ition of 1898. His father, the 
lata Colonel! Villiers La Touche Hatton, was a 
_Libut,-Colonel of the Grenadier Guards, He 

is also a nephew of Sir Henry de Bathe. 

[he party landed by the launch Alezandra 
at Blake Pier ; upon landing Major-General and 
Mrs. Hattan were taken in chairs to Head- 
quarter Hause. A salute was fired from the 

dmar when the Major-General stepped ashore. 
His Excellency relieved Colonel Brown on 
Monday. | 


STC 


ROUGH WEATHER OUTSIDE. 


—_ > en 
VOYAGE OF THE P. & 0. “SIMLA.” 

“The English mail arrived at ten o'clock 
on Monday morning. Great anxiety was ex- 

enced im the Colony regarding her; in 
Pb there was some talk of age | a oruiser 
out. After all, though, these fears were 
foblish: when the Simla arrived this morning 
ah was Tot, overdue. By the mail schedule it 
would appear that she was due on the 6th 
(Sunday), merchants expected her on Saturday, 
but OF contract she is allowed two days 
,OxUra t; 


ween Singapore and Shanghai duriog 


J 


his monsoon weather. She left Singapore on 
Stnday. tho 29th ult, ranuing into the thick of 
nasty weather, the strong N.E. monsoon with 
_ higavy -bea||as soon as she cleared harbour. The 
ship behaved splendidly in the rough sea: one 
fier another of the big waves coming from the 
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same direction as the wind—dead ahead—were 
safely ridden.. A passenger, was yesterday 
overheard to remark “the Simla is a beantiful 
sea-boat; although she pitched heavily, riding 
7 one sea after another, she did not roil a bit. 
he screw, of course, raced like fury.” No ship 
could make a record against such weather; 
the Simla, indeed, was reduced to nearly 
half her usual speed. Ono day the 24 hours’ 
run was only 125 miles; other runs were 150, 
[49, 155,185, Heavy seas washed over the 
forecastle-head and well decks; some, also, came 
on to he hurricane deck. Derrick gibs and 
other spars were smashed in the forward part of 
the vessel; one of the side laddars leading from 
the forward well to the burricane deck was 
broken. Necdlesstosay, many passengerssuffared 
on account of the weather; so, also, did the 
officers, endeavouring to keep 1 look-out on the 
bridge, while showers of spray were dashed into 
their eyes. In the engine-room, perhaps, more 
anxiety than anywhere elso was experisnced, 
The screw, suddonly lifted from the water, 
flow around at a terrific speed. During 
the voyage, it was necessary to use fiddles, 
to prevent crockery, etc., falling from saloon 
tables, almost all the time. The cooks, looking 
after big pots of boiling water, had ao excep- 
ionally bad time, One steward met with an 
accident, getting a fractured rib, ‘he Simla 
proceeded to Shanghai on Monday evening ; to 
save her fino she has fo reach port by Friday. 
CARGO SHIFTS ON THE “GLENGARRY.” 
‘Captain H. M. Willy, R.N.R.. brought his 
steamer, the Glengarry, alongside at the Kow- 
loon wharf on Monday morning. He reports 
having experienced, on his passage from 
Singaporo to Hongkong, strong N.E. mon- 
goon with hizh head seas washing over the 
ship. The vessel laboured heavily, at times 
rolling her bulwarks under. Violent squalls 
with blinding rain made things generally 
“pleasant.” Tho sky being completely over- 
cast, it was impossible to take observations. 
Excepting during the rain-showers, it was 
clear ahead. Owing to the motion of the 
ship,- the passengers were all more 
or less unwell. Adding to the general discom- 
fort, a portion of the cargo (iron) shifted—a 
very dangerous thing indeed—and required 
constant attention till the vessel arrived at 
Hongkong. Dashing from side to side at every 
roll the iron made a fearful noise; in 
attempting to secure it the ship had to 
be put several points off her course. One 
of the crew, while endeavouring to be of 
assistance to the carpenter in securing some of 
the movables, was knocked down by a sea, get- 
ting his head cut open. Dr. Johnson, the ship's 
surgeon, had to put several stitches in the 
wound. ‘Two other sailors met with similar 
accidents. Adding to all these misfortunes, the 
chief officer, Mr. D. R. Clarke, haviug a bad 
foot, was unable to assist. ‘he engines had to 
be eased at times on account of fearful racing. 
Captain Willy had little sleep during the trip. 


A SHIPPING SCANDAL. 


—_—————___————_———— 
SHOCKING CRUELTY TO ANIMALS. 

The hardships put upon sheep and goats 
taken on board at Shanghai by some of the 
vessels ‘on the Shanghai-Canton run, via 
Hongkong. are o shocking, almost inoredible 
scandal. Perhaps some of the steamship owners, 
or their agents, as the case may be, have never 
given the matter a thought; perhaps, indeed, 
they have never boarded the vessel after the 
animals have been shipped. Perhaps marine 
superintendents, fearing it might damage their 
position, never drew attention to a matter 
which would mean a severe loss in freight. 
Perhaps the captain and officers of the 
ships dared not protest; seldom, bat sometimes, 
“men of the Merchant Service” sacrifice 
their position for uttering rightous opinions 
detrimental to their employers’ interests. 
Perhaps the compradores in charge of the 
cargoes think little about cruelty to aminals, 
yet a great deal about their commission. Such, 
certainly, must be the casa: In these circum- 
stances, the Society forthe Prevention of Cruelty 
to Animals, as weil as all right-thinking men in 
this Colony who have so strongly protested 
against the Canton atrocities—unneceasary 
torture of the condemned—have a right to 
protest. 
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A visit to one of the steamers lying slong- 
side a wharf at Praya West was enough to 
raise the indignation of anyone., Haddled up in 
roughly constructed pens, bounded on one side 
by two long bamboos eighteen inches or so 
apart, lashed athwart thé stanchions supporting 
the bulwarks—this mado ao feeding-troagh—, 
and bounded ou the other sides by planks, the 
anim-ls were a pivtura of misery. So close 
wore they packed that, in the sea of filth 
besinexret wool—there ws no bedding, and 
the pens had never beon cleaned—it was simply 
Wea een to count the beasts. , Some of them 
had their heads protrudiag between the plauks 
of the enclosure; so tightly were they pressed 
that they were unable to extri¢ ite themselves. 
Many had their heads jammed dador the bellies 
Hundred of animals were so tightly 
impoasible for 
all of them to lie down. There is a whisper that 
recent arriva's from Shanghai have lost large 
quantities of sheep on the voyage; one, indeed, 
had a mortality of abowtt sv ‘be cent. When 
one of the vessels was moored alongside at 
Hongkong, not a vestige of food was to be seen 
near the pous; as for water, it seemed incon- 
coivable how the animals were supplied. A goat 
was gnawing theside ofa pen; sheep greedil 
devonred ao little rics accidgntally dropped 
within head-reach. Cattle sometimes undergo a 
short fast previous to slaughter); this, however, 
ai an unnecessary hardship for sheep and goats. 
From a sanitary point of view,| moreover, it is 
questionable whether this fearful strain pat upon 
these sheep is conducive to improving the meat. 


of others. 


packed that it would have ro 
8 


We are glad to fnd that) the Hongkong 
8S, P. C. A. is not remaining idje in the matter 
of the shameful treatmont of sheep and goats 
brought down to Canton via Hongkong in 
certain steamors from Shanghai. - 


THE MEAT SUPPLY OF 
HONGKONG. 


THE KENNEDY TOWN SLAUGHTER-HOUSE. 

Like Chicago's, Hongkong’s -chief daily 
slaughter is of pigs. If, indeed, we do not kill 
off the vast quantities that Chicago does, and if 
we do not kill them quite so fast, we certainly 
do itin a very scientific manner. Probably, also, 
our smaller stock is more closely examined from 
a sanitary point of view. There are two 
slaughtor-houses attached to the Colony : one at 
Hunghom, Kowloon Peninsala, and the other 
at Kennedy Town. As that:at Honghom is 
comparatively insignificant, we will deal with 
the one at Kennedy Town. Kennedy Town, by 
the way, is one terminus of our glectric tramways 
The slaughter-house is approached from the 
east by square patch of |ground wheres a 
number of cattle, for exportation, spend their 
time chewing rice-straw; Messrs. Shewan, Tomes 
& Co.’s rope works, only separated from it by a 


_private roadway —Forbes Strpet—where cattle 


for exportation are kept when there is no room for 
them in the sheds, forms the northern boundary ; 
“ oountry” and hillside encircle the rest. Ap- 
proaching the premises by the main roadway, 
cattle-shedsare on the left; slaughter-houses,sheep 
and pig-hous’s on theright; and « crematorium 
—quite a little house in itself-~faces you. ‘I'he 
slaughter-honse is supervised by two Enropoau 
inspectors: Inspectors A. Watson, and J. T. Cot- 
ton; one of them is provided with free quarters 
not a great distance from thy slaughter- house ; 
both have been connected with the work about 
seven or eight years. In 1902, 20,831 cattle 
woreslaughtered, 17,718 were re-exported ; 16,109 
sheep were slaughtered, 12,427) wore re-exported ; 
168, pigs were alaughte , 15,984 were 
re-exported. 
THE CATTLE. ‘ 
The cattle mostly come from fertile banks of 
the Canton and West rivers, lying in the pro- 
vinces of Kwangtung and Kwangsi. A few, 
also, come from British Kowloon, otherwise 
known as the New Territory.| The latter, how- 
ever, aro not very numerous; they are, more- .. 
over, poor specimens as compared with the 
further inland breed. Cattle intended for 
local meat supply are housed free of charge; 
they have to be fed by their owners, Cattlo 
transhipped at Hongkong, on to Manila- 
bound or other steamers, have to pass 
through the depot where they undergo 


| 
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ee 


» befor = 
would be levied upon a man offering for sale 
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an éxamination. A depot tax of 50 cents 


heed -on re-#xport cattle is levied. Beautifal 
airy) socom tion—the Inspectors boast that 
they have never seen anything in England to 


equal it—is provided for the beasts. Thore are 
no na worn odours in the sheds; they are 
cleaned out|twice a day. In the centre is a 
brick water-tank, always ruoning. The water 
is not taken from the Hongkong community 
supply; it is taken from a private -reservuir 
at | Pokfulam. There are separate pipes 
laid) dewn from another reservoir for the 
inspectors’ private use. New sheds are 
being erected to mret the increased demand for 
housing cattle. There is accommodation for a 
couple of thousand head. Some distance away 
is an isolation shed. A cattle inficmary, also, 
is one of the features. There is no disease on 
the | slaughier-house Premises at the present 
time, Cattle are very often fed there for 
from seven to ten days before slaughtered; 


‘ somptimes they are killed off immediately after 


being found fit. On cattle arriving at the 
depot, they are examined by C.V.S. and, if 
found in good condition, stamped with hie chop 

they are subsequently, shortly before slaughter, | 
examined by one of the inspectérs and marked 
with the broad arrow. Cattle re-exported are 
mostly shipped to Manila by the China & 
Manila steamers Rubi and Zafiro, and the Toyo 
Kisen Kaisha’s Rosetta-muruand Rohilla-mar wu. 
Regarding the local supply, the cattle-dealer 
sella daily to the butchers; the “condemned” 
cattle are then driven to an enclosure adjoining 
the [cattle slaughter-room. They are poleaxed, 
etc.jatnighttime. Buffaloes, having very hard 
skulls, are fshot. The cattle slanghter-room 
is provided with over-head hook trollies leading 
frorn| the slaughter room to the cooling chamber | 
the | unprogressive Chines, however, prefers his 

old-fashioned bamboo to this. = 


apparatus—it is left unused. Every joint of 
meat is marked with the Guovernmsnt. chop 
it leaves the premises. A heavy fine 


meat not sd marked. Cattle weighing from 
5 td 60ulbs fetch about $40 to $45 apiece: 
about an average of 60 are killed per day. 
SHEEP, GOATS AND SWINE. 

Sheep and goits are brouclt down from 

hahghai in large shipments; pigs come in great 
quntities from Pakhoi aud Hoihow. Many die 
oa the voyage during teavy weather. Uue 
instance in which a whole shipment of swine 
died| is memorable. There is berthing accom- 
modation for from 4 to 5,000 sheep, and 10,090 
pigs at the depot. The pigs are imported by 
ork-dealers who keep salesmen in the slaughter- 
ouse to sell to butchers of the different markets. 
Whpn sold, the pigs are brought to the slaughter- 
house, where they remain till midnight, when 


’ they are again inspected before having their 


throats cut. Afterwards, they are scalded, 
scraped, and dressed. Kach market has a 
separate ‘door leading into the slaughtering 
root; “the slaughtering is done by Govern- 
ment contractors, There isa scarcity of pork 
just now, some of the dealers having had a bad 
season and gone out of business. On an 
average the pigs weigh from 100 to 1Wlbs; 
somp of them are go fat that they have to be 
carnied to the slaughterhouse. A sheep, weigh- 
ing|from 70 to 8Uibs. would fetch about $12; 
pork is Sold by the catty. About 45 sheep and 
460 pigs are killed per day. 

Beef and mutton, of course, are the chief meat 
supply for Europeans; goat's flesh—about 100 
goats aweek—is used by the native regiments ; 
pork is mainly used by Chinese. 


NEW HARBOUR OFFICK. 


a aenienend 
Al new Harbour Office for Hongkong is now 
in course of construction. It witl be remem- 
berdd that Sir Wi-liam Meigh Goodma«, our 
Chief Justice, when welcoming Sir Heary 
Spencer Berkeley, the new Attorney-General, 
on |his first appearance at the Hongkong 
Supreme Court, urged him to use all influence 
possible in hastening work in connection with 
he|new Law Courts. For similar reasons 
as-those expressed by Sir William Goodman 
in: telation!to* the new Courts, speed in con- 
structing {ithe new Harbour. Office’ should 
be éalled for. The new building. situated on 
the jwater-front a little to the east of the Canton 
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CHINA OVERLAND TRADE REPORT. 


steamer wharf, is well under way; foundations ; 


have been Isid and walls commenced. It i« to 
be a three-storey building covering much the 
same ground as the present Harbour Office in 
Dea Vooux Road does. The old building, by the 
way, will soon have its harbour view shut off by 
new houses, For that reason alone, one woald 
think that a shift of quarters to the reclamation 
would be necessary. A watch-tower and flag- 


harbour office; the building is to be of brick 
and granite. On the ground floor, emigrants 
will be ex smined, under the Emigrant Ordinance. 
The examination of emigrants is not con- 
ducted from a health point of view, but to see 
that the men are leaving the Colony as free 
men, and not, to use their own language, 
“being exported as pigs.” There will also. be a 
boarding officers’ room, a boat-honse, the Import 
and Export Office, the Junk Office, and Marine 
Surveyors’ Office. On the first floor will be 
situated the Harbour Master's office, in the 
N.W. corner; next to this comes the \ssistant 
Harbour Master's office; while, in the N.E. 
corner, is to be the Board of Trade ox- 
amination room. The bick part of the first 
floor will be utilised as the Entrance and 
Clearance Office aud Correspondence Room, and 
the Marine Couct Room. Quarters for married 
boatmen. and for the constable, will also be on 
the first floor. Fire-proof record rooms are to 
be put on the ground and first floors The 
senior boarding officer will have quarters, with 
a private entrance, on the second floor. Our 
new Harbour Office will be more spacious than 
the present two-story affair. 


It is a much 
needed improvement, 


THE CHARITY BAZAAR. 


a 


In the City Hall on the 9th imst. was 
held a bazaar in aid of Chinese orphans now ba- 
ing supported and edacated under tha auspices 
of the Asile de la Sainte Enfance. The bazaar 
was informally opened at 2 p.m. waen the girls 
ofthe Asile paraded round the room in which 
the work, all of which was done by themselves, 
was about to be sold. By 3pm. the spacious 
room upstairs in which the bazaar wus held 
was crowded, and a brisk sale of the dainty 
goods offered immediately commanced. Shortly 
after 3 p.m. Mrs, Mav, under whose patronage 
the bazaar was held, arrived. accompanied by 
Mr. Ponsonby, Private Se-retary to H.E. the 
Officer Administering the Government, who 
was himse!f unavoidably prevented from being 
present. The work displayed was of excellent 
merit, and reflected the greatest credit both on 
the workers themselves, and their 
teachers, the Sisters of the Asile. A large 


number of Chinese ladies were present, and | 


freely patronised the stalls, all of which were 
most tastefully arranged by the stall-holders 
themselves. The following were among 
the stall-holders : (1) Mrs. Webb, Mrs. 
Birdwood, and Miss Denton ; (2) Mrs. Wrlly, 
Miss Wylly, and Miss Berkeley. (3) Mrs. Tarner 
and Mrs, Leigh ; (4) Mrs. Dinby, Miss Danby. 
and Miss Hunter; (5) Mrs. Goétz, Mrs. Siebs, 
and Miss Siebs ; (6) Mrs Vou de Heyde, Mrs, 
FitzWilliams, and Mrs. Drew; (7) Mrs. 
Maitland and Mrs. Gordon ; (8) Mrs. Hancock. 
Mrs. Tomes, and Mrs. Saunders; (9) Mrs. 
Harker, Miss Harker, Madame Marty, Mrs. 
Berindoagne, Signora Volpicelli, Mrs. Ehmer, 
aud Mrs. Midhart ; (10) Mrs. Hall Wright, 
Mrs. Douglas tory, Vrs. White, Mrs 
More, and Mrs, Masters; (11) Mrs. Grimble, 
Mrs. Preston, snd Mrs. Bateso. Wright; 
(:2) Mrs. Laing, Mrs. Atkinson, and Miss 
Blair; (13) Mre, Hawkesley, Mrs. Stedman, 
and Miss Goodman, refreshments; (14) Mrs. 
Mitchell, Miss Wotherstone, Miss Hodger, 
Mrs. Seth, and Miss Seth, toye;(15) Mrs. Bishop, 
Mrs. Dreze, Miss de Champeaux. A bevy of 
charming little girls were selling trays of 
sweets and buttonholes and were making lots of 
money for tne orphans. They were the Misses 
May (2), Gerty Jones, Mary Lockhart, Hettie 
Jones, and Kileen Lambkin. 

Duriog the afternoon, by kind permission 
of Major Colville- and officers, the band 
of the 114th Mahrattas played an excellent 
selection of music, under the leadership of J. 
Francis, bandmaster. The bazaar was altogether, 
an unqualified success. : 


staff will adorn the N.W. corner of the new | made up the party. All on 
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THE MINISTERING CHILDREN’S 
LEAGUE, : 


( 
ee 


The lighthouse tender 


St steamed to 
Blike abley by 


Pier yesterday afternoon and took on 
board, at two o'clock, the: Peak and Victoria 
branch of the Ministering Children’s 

H.E, and Mrs. May, a num- 
ladies, and some 70 children 
board, the 
Stanley cast off her moorings and steamed over 
to Kowloon Police Pier. t'he Kewloon brauch 
of the Leagu-, consisting of Mra Birdwood 
and some two dozen children, were waiting 
for her. Again under way. a course was 
steered for Mutaakok. On landing. the party 

went to the missioa school, kept by Miss 

Bishop and another lady, for,girls picked up 

from the street. Miss Bishop took them 

srouod the school; in the 
Chinese girls sang ‘God Save 


chorl-room the 
he King,” after- 
wards entertaining the company with a per- 
formanoa of musical drill. His Excellency 
made a speech in presenting 'the school with 
$50 of the L aguc’s funds. Afterwards the. 
League went to the school for blind children, 


situated some '5 minutes walk distant, Here 
they saw the blind girls knitting and reading by 
fingering specially prepar books; some 


of the girls were writing 
not unlike awls. The visitors . were also — 
shown knitting work done by the inmates, © 
who, by the way, sanga song in Chinese, 

After bidding good-bye,; the League 

returned in the Standey over the same course as 

they had come. 

The Ministering Children’s League, it w Il 
be remembered, natted over '$1,0U0 proceeds 
from the recent sale of members’ contributions, 
held at the Volunteer Parade Ground. Tha 
money is all being used for chdritable purposes, 

Poni MaDe Maat 


YOUNG MEN’S CHRISTIAN 
ASSOCIATION, 


a a 

A meeting of the active membership of the 
European Department was held on Wednesday 
evening at the Hongkong Christian Union 
Rooms, Beaconsfield Arcade.’ under the pre- 
sidency of H E. the Officer Administering the 
Government, Hon. F. H. May, C.M.G., for 
the purpose of completing the organisation. 

Lhe constitution proposed—the metropolitan 
form, providing for various distinct depart- 
ments—European, Chinese, &c., under one 
board of directors, was adopted, 

The following strong committee of manage- 
ment was appointed to work out the details of 
the European department, viz., Messrs, J. H.W. 
Armstrong, J. Dyer Ball, H. D. Boll, A. 8. D. 
Cousland, P. H. Holyoak, H. Hursthonse, A. J. 
' Mackie, R. 8. Piercy, W. A, Sims, H. W. 
Slade, 8. 'T. Wenborn, G. E. Woodward, and 
{ W. J. Wright, At a subsequent meeting this 
‘committee elected its offivars. as follows’: 
; Chairman, Mr. J. Dyec Ball; Vice-Chairman, 

Mr. P. H. Holyoak, Treasurer, Mr. H. W. 
| Slade; and Recording Secretary, Mr. H. D. 
- Bell. 

The following gentlemen comprise the Board 
of Directors of the Association in general, 
having been elected at a previous meeting :— 
H.E. Hon. F. H. May. C.M.G. (President), 
Hon. H. I. Pollock, K.C.. Mr. H. W, Slade, 
Major Benson, A.P.D., Messrs. P H. Holyoak, 
W.J. Anstey, R.N., Ho U Ming, A. Ah Wea 
and W. J. Southam ifthe foo Secretary). 


ith instruments 


It is expected that/the fiue commodions rooms 
of the Association, fn the new Alexandra Bnild- 
ing, at the juncture of Des Voeux and Chater 
Roads, will be ready for occupation on the lst 
March, anj, it is needless to, say, that those 
interested in the organisation rejoice in the 
excellent promise there is pf its complete 
success. 


A large number of native artisans, engaged 
here by Russian acents last year and the year 
before last to work in Port Arthur, have re- 
turned to Shanghai from that p'ace, says the 
N.-C. Daily News, and report that they had. 
been ordered to leave the port owing to the 


near appro+ch of hostilities ' between. China:, . = 


assisted by Japan, and Russia. The Russians 
in Port Arthur, the refugees report~ further, 
talk freely now of fighting China-and Japan’ 
together, whereas formerly it was only’ war with: 
Japan. brett 


| 
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ASONIC INSTALLATION. 


—_— - 

On| Saturday night Brother Hyett was in- 
stalled as Right Worshipful Master of the 
Lodgé Naval und Military (848 8.C.). A most 
enjoyable function was held. The programme 
was follows :— 
UCHION 6occeeeee see cee cece eee eee nee ee eaenee Orchestra 
i... “Leave a little bit for your tutor” 

C. Beaumont 
.. “While Iam with you”...... A. Jack 
T Stevenson 


Song |... 
Song |‘What'a good Job I wasn’t there” P. Jackson 

. “Lend me your Fairy Wand” T, Mitchel 
Pstistawecadines “Rose of Persia” A. Jaci 
“Tt audden!y dawned upon me” T. Armitage 
_ Interval of 15 minutes. 


Sipece ‘i donavedadvaeees We Woelessasenceese Orchestra 
... © What an awful draught” J. Stevenson 
re “Come to my heart again” T. Mitchell 
.. “Mulligan’s Motor Car” T. Armitage 
i and A. Jack 

.. * Fighting lads of England”... T. Hoskin 
wt at do you do with your Money” . 
i P. Jackson 

oe cascte My First Wife”......... A. Jack 
Pa sevedeses “JT didn't like it”......T. Armitage | 
Silenb absurdity ... The Rival Lovers 


dstond (The Rival)......... T. Armitage | 
wads sce (The Barber)........00 A. Jack 
Epetyshbs sOuecbou dgeseesseanenetecas T. Jago 
T. Stevenson. 


«dad Save ihe ing” 
rs for 1904 are as follows:—R.W.M. 


.H. P. D. Hyett; Immediate P.M. 
1 $W. E. Clareft~Reputy Master, 
F. Howell or. Sto Warden, | 

; Secretary, or. Bro. H.! 


J. East, W.J.W., Bro. P. 
Treasurer. Bro. J. J. Blake; Junior 
Bro. W. Wiltshire ; Chaplain. 
. Healy* Junior Guard, Bro. A. W, 
r, Bro, J. Vanstone. 


Bro! BR. 
Hill ; Ty! 
| —_ — 
NOTES FROM THE BOTANIC 
> GARDENS. 
ee 
Two mpnths ago seeds of the mosquito plant 
Ocimum |viride, were received frum Lagos. 
Thexe were sown, and the plants obtained from 
ow two or three inches high, s9 that 
{ime anyore wishing to experiment , 
lant will be able to do so, _ Sir, 
hiseltan-Dyer wrote to the Times 
n the sabj-ct and pointed out the 
improbability of the plant affording any 4 
profectiou| against mosquitoes. Of course the 


with the |p 
Wilk 


the 
the | sam 
mint wi 


kin will, no doubt, keep «ff mosquitoes just 
elas eucalyptas oil or oil of pepper- 
Lif applied in a similar minner, bat 
tuch doubt whether putting a plant or 
two in one's room would be sufficient to prevent 
Hongkong mosquitoes from paying their 
i isits. ‘Lhe plant belongs to the same 
s the thyme, sage, and basil and bears 
the| same generic name asthe latter. A few 
specimens have been put inthe No. 3 house, 
he -papaw tree, numbers of which ura 
wn in Hongkong, has also the reputation 
of keeping’ mosquitoes at a safe distance, but 
welare likawise sceptical about its benign in- | 
flupnce as we have found larvea of mosquitoes 
beneath the trees in hundreds at least, acd 
spiders, ants, and other insects on the stems and 
leaves apparently enjoying themselves. The 
botanical yawe of this tree is Carica papaya, 
and it belongs to the passion-flower family. 

the maidenhair fern balls, or rather baskets, 
in|the plant houses in the old garden are in 
good condition just now. The botanical name 
of|this plant is Adiantum cunedtum. and it is a 


ish yields an aromatic oil, and this if applied to 


= native of Brazil and was introduced into Eogland 


from that place in 1820. 4 bcse plants are 
sppaking. spores, and baskets similar to those 
under notice will take about eighteen months or 
wo years to produce. Adiantums may, of 
‘course, be increased by division. The method 
of|raising ferns from spores is rather interesting. 
The soil should be either baked or boiled in 
order to kill any seeds which it may contain, for 
if\these were allowed to remain they would in 
probability destroy the species it was desired 
increase. in which the spores 


te The pos in 


generally grown from seede, or more correctly | 
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are sown should be well drained, and then about | 


two inches of soil put on top of the drainage. j indemnity is not small. 
The actual sowing is a very simple affair, as all | ig negotiating a 


that is required is to select a frond with ripe | 
spores and place it on the svil with the surface 
containing the spores against the soil for | 
preference, Then cuver the pot with a piece of 


glass, and ufter the spores have dropped ont of work. 
their cases water carefully from the bottom of | leave. 
taries may be of interest. 
Yao. the English interpreter, was educated at 
Qneen's College, Hongkong. He proceeded to 
‘\jentsin, where he acted as professor in a 
Chinese Government school for several years. 
He was then sent to assist in the work of dra‘ting 
the Mackay treaty, and after the conclusion 
of these duties came down with Shum as a Tota, 
Mr. Kao, the French interpreter, is generally 
acknowledged to be an excellent French scholar, 
his translations of speeches at the dinner last 
week being especially admired. 
educated at a French school in Foochow. 


he pot. This is easily dons by lowering the pot 
gradually in a bucket of water and keeping it 
there until the top of the soil shows the firsr | 
trace of dampness, when remove the pot from the 
water, as the remainder of the soil will become 
damp by capillary attraction. Afterwards water 
the pots in the same way, when required. until 
the plants are biz enough to transplant. Water- 
ing from the top of the pot would be almost sure 
to wash all the spores away, as they are so very 
minute. The pots containing the spores should 
be kept in a moist atmosph-re a..d shaded from 
the sun, In abont two or three months, or 
perbaps less, according to tha species, signs of 
vegetatle life will be seen in the pots, but these will 
not be ferns, but what are known as prothalli, 
which bear the organs necessary for fertilisation. 
The ferns will be develo,ed after fertilisation 
has taken place. ; 


THE KIAOCHAU BUDGET. 


The Kiaochau Budget. as presented to the 
German Reichstag, is as follows, the figures 
being in Marks, and the last two years’ figures 
being given for comparison :— 


Income :— 1904 . 19038 1902 
Colony's income M... 515,30 $55,000 = 36u,000 
Allowance of ‘lrea- 

sary oo cee eee 132,583,000 12,876,000 12,644,010 

Total ..............+-13,088,300 12,876,109 12,404,069 

Expenses. 

Civil administration.. 981,504 968,664 799 547 
Military administru- 

tion 0. cecee eee 2e404,356  2.441,755 2,968,539 
Joint expenses ......... 1,972,888 1,936,897 1,791,255 

5,961,748 4,345.316 4,959,2.9 

Harbour ....... ... ..... 3:47%,009 2,900,000 3,400,000 
Other Public Works. 1,784.900 1,914,000 2,105,090 
Houses for Officers .. 100,000 ~00,000 200,000 
Planting forests ...... 80,000 106,000 45,000 
Fortifications 500 000 700,000 800,000 
Lighthouses. ete....... 40 000 40,000 75,000 
Floatiug dock ......... 1,500,000 1,500,000 400,000 
Electric Works ...... 2 0,000 
Extraordinary  ex- 

penses ............. 7,697,000 7,470,000 = 7,375,070 
Reserve funds ...... .. 19.552 60,654 69,081 
Permanent expenses 5,361,748 5,345,316 4, 159,239 


Total . .....13,188.200 12,875,000 12.404,00) 

‘he amount for the purchase and completion 

of the electric works at singtau became nec>s- 

sary, When the negotiations about a participation 

of the Government failed in consequence of the 
too high demands of the owners. 


CANTON. 
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[FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT. | 
RAISING FUNDS. 

Canton, 5th December. 

Export of rice to foreign porfs is now per- 
mitted, and the authorities have placed it in the 
bands of a company, which bears the name of 
Yiieh Feng (Yiieh Prosperity) Company. This 
monopoly is held on the condition that not more 
than 5V0,"00 piculs may he exported annually, 
and the right of export expires after six years. 
For this privilege the immense sam of $1 ,400,0') 
is to be paid, of which $20,000 have been paid 
in advance. The people are beginning to 
complain already of the rise ia the price of what 
corresponds to the people's loaf at home. 

The provincial authorities are evidently hard 
put to it to raise funds, What with the 
Kwangsi campaign, and the disturbances in 
other parts of the province, large sums have 
been spent on the up-keep of the thousands of 
troops sent down from the north. The building 
of the new bund will prove a costly affair. 
‘Work has already begun below Messrs. Butter- 
field & Swire’s Wharf. The river will be filled 
in for a considerable distance, probably as far out 


as the flower-boats, lately moved to Cheung 


Sha, and all this will cost money. 
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Then again, the Kwangtung share of the 


] hear that the Viceroy 
loan of $1,000,900 to meat the 


expenses which his energetic administration 
renders necessary. 


H.B. STILL ILL 
H.E. is unfortunately not yet able to resume 
Be has applied for another month's 
A word about his very capable secre- 
Mr. Wén Tsung 


He was- 


’ Canton, 9th December. 
° RAISING FUNDS, 


I mentioned in my last letter that the Pro- 


vincial Treasury was sadly in lack of funds where- 
with to meet current expenses. 
papers have it that the following sums have 


The Chinese 


been raised :—S200,000 from the tax on Fan- 
Tan saloons, $1,200,000 from the farmer of the 


Wai Sing lottery, and £500,000 from the duty 


on exported rice. In connection with this last, 
the five principal charitable institutions in 
Canton have sent a petition to the Viceroy, 
praying for the prohibition of the export of rice. 
The petitioners say that grave discontent is 
being caused by the risa,in the prices of rice, 
und fear that there may be a disturbance, 

Although the above-named immense sums 
have been raised, the Treasury still finds it hard 
to make both ends meet. The Shang Hou 
Chii, or Board of Reorganisation, from which the 
Viceroy appropriated $400,000 towards the ex- 
penses of the wangsi campaign, has now to 
be reimbursed, and it is said that in order to 
raise the necessary funds large sales of Govern- 
ment lands throughout the province will take 
place. 

BUILDING ACTIVITY. 


In Canton and Shameen great activity is 
noticeable in the builder's trade. A French 
hospital has been built not far from the 
cathedral, while the new medical college in 
connection with the Canton hospital occupies a 
prominent position on the river-front; and 
higher up a club fur Chinese merchants has 
just been completed. This building is in the 
toreign style, and will abut on the Bund. In 
Shameen hree new houses or blocksare being 
put up. Behind the Banque de |’Indo-Chiue 
Messrs. Mehta & Co. are having offices built, 
while a few yards further west is a large blook 
owned by four Parsee gentlemen ; and to the rear 
of Messrs Deacon & Co, the residence of the 
German Consul will shurtly be opened. 

CRUELTY TO ANIMALS. 

I read with interest the article in the Dazly 
Press on the barbarous overcrowding of sheep 
on the coast-steamers. Anyone who, like 
myself, has travelled on those boats must have 
been thoroughly disgusted at a state of affairs 
which wou d not be permitted for a single day 
at home. 


[FROM ANOTHER CORRESPONDENT. | 


Canton, 8th December. 
SHOOTING. 


Sport is becoming quite keen in Canton with 
the rice-crops and green fields extending for 
miles and miles up the river, wild scenery 
around, and invigorating cold to stimulate one 
to exertion. Generally, shooting parties start 
from Shameen on Saturday avening so as enjoy 
the sport the whole day on Sunday, and be 
back on Monday morning. Last week 
parties in flower-boats, house-boats and slipper- 
boats, with music and refreshment on buard, 
went to Wongsha, Sachong, Siakmoon, and 
Peitan, where me abounds, A_well- 
known shot, belonging to Messrs. Keuter, Brock- 
elmann & Co., was lucky enough to beg amongst 
other field game a pair of full-grown royal 
pheasants, weivbing six and a half pounds, on one 
of the hills at Sachong where he was trying to 
put up partridges. I am told that the pair of 
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pheasants have been sent to Hongkong to be 


stuffed aid presented to the City Hall Museum. 


-THE ANTI-SMUKING ViCEROY. 

The Viceroy does net smoke even a cigarette, 
and hates persons that smoke. It is ssid on 
pretty good authority that he intends to put a tax 
apon opium-smokers in Kwangtung and Kwang- 
si of five dollars a year, for a license. 

HINDRANCKS TO EDUCATION, 
Most of the colleges in Canton are closed 


-or going to be closed, simply because of misman- 


agement or misbehaviour on the part of the 
teachers or pupils. The Kwong Nga College, 
for instance, in which English and Chinese are 
daught) is shut on account of friction between 
masters and pupils, 


PAKHOI. 


a 
[FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT. | 


Pakhoi, 5th December. 
PIRACY NEAR YAMCHOW. 

A big jank left this port on the 23rd ult. for 
Fong Sing, a port near Yamchow,, with a 
valuable cargo, it is said, to the value of over 
$6,000, including a few packages of native 
opium, and treasure amounting to some $4,000. 
All wept well until the junk was near Yamchow, 
(wo suspicious-looking junks vere sighted, 
and on approaching, one on either side, their 
manw@urres betrayed evil intentions. The 
skipper of the trading junk iutended to alter 
her couise to avoid them if possible, but the: 
passenirers, amonust whom there were eight 
braves, insisted that the juok should proceed 
withoyt fear, as they had arms and ammunition 
to resist any attack, In a short time, as the 
i were ' drawing nearer, volleys were 
on the’ junk. The soldiers at once 
ned the fire, but the struggle aid not 
nog, for, tha pirates were soon on board 
the junk, killing no less than twenty-one 
peoplg among-t the crew and passengers, in- 
aad g the bruves, whose courage cost them their 

ves, 


one 
pirates. 
A FARCE IN THE HARBOUR. 

Some two weeks ago, a most laujhubla farce 
was enacted in thix harbour. A juuk arrived 
about|midnight with a troupe of native actors 
on board. When about to drop anchor the 
passengers assembled in a crowd on deck, andin 
their pagecness to got ashore they made a great 
noise calling ‘for sampans, which aroused the 
suspi¢ion of the sentry on board the Chinese 
boat Fuk |Po, lying not far away. He 
thought that ‘the big crowd was a party of 
brigahds descending on the town, and opened 
fire onthejank, The people on board naturally 
became alarmed and began to shout at the top 
of thdir voices that they were actors and not 
pirates, when thefiring ceased. By this time the 
guards ashore, on hearing the discharge of fire 
arms,|had sent a few men to the beach to learn 
the cause of it, but their presence was only use- 
ful toadd to the hearty laughter amongst all 
concerned on jearning the true state of things, 
Fortunately nobody on board the junk was hit. 
8PORTS, 

I hear that the community is going to be 
treated to athletic sports again this year during 
the approachiag festive season—probably on 
Christmas Day. The affair, it is said, promises 
to bejan improvement on that of last year, and 
there will be more prizes to be struggled for. 


A Seoul despatch of the 24th November says : 
—The Governor of Wiju wires to the Foreign 
Department that nine Russians and ten Chinese 
arrived at Kindo Island and drove away the 
yesidpnts from five cottages, declaring that the 
buildings were required by them for the trans- 
portati.n of timber. Attempts on the part of 
the Governor to stop the audacious behaviour of 
the [Russians have proved futile, and he has 
therefore applied to the Government to open 
negotiations with the Russian Minister in 
order to stop the Russians from such illegal 
action. . 


CHINA OVERLAND TRADE REPORT. 


CORRESPONDENOE. 
MISSIONARIES AND THE PRESS. 


(TO THE EDITOR OF THE “DAILY PRESS.” 
Hongkong, 4th December. 

Srk,—To answer your recent remarks about 
missionaries was so easy that probably this is 
why no one thought it worth doing, but there are 
still some simple people who are led by leading 
articles, and a word is due to these poor sheep. 

I am not a missionary, and do not hold a 
brief for missions, but being weary of ignorant 
abuse of people who after all are God’s creatures 
I would like to advance some extennating 
circumstances why all the missionaries in China 
should not be hanged. Of course missionary 
methods, like newspaper methods and all other 
methods in this imperfect world, are not the 
best, but only the best that have been discovered. 
Why did not the writer of the article reveal 
better ones? The second point of the article was 
that very old criticism that the charity of 
missionariss should begin at home, that they 
should not abandon the peri hing British 
heathen. This generally comes from those who 
have gone abroad themselves like the writer of 
the article, or from those who are asked to 
subscribe to home missions. In Great Britain 
people are said to be Gorpel hardened. so much 
are they evangelised, There is a chan 6 for 
| everyone at home to at least hear of Christ’s 
| Kingdom, Aga matter of fact, however, nothing 
does the home Church so much good as 
thinking aud working for the Church abroad. 
It is the old story of the traveller in Russia. 
When on the point of perishing from cold he 
stumbled upon a man buried in the snow. 
He sat to work to pull him out and rub him. and 
the exercise kept his own blood in circulation. 
That Church does most for the heathen at 
home that does most for the heathen abroad. 

Money lent to the Lord in obedienca to His 
command to evangelise the world is well 
invested. At the present time there are in 

Canton English missionaries who are mainly 

supported by Christian Chinese living in Aus- 

tralia. One day America and Europe may 
become not merely almost, but altogether 
heathen, and we shall get a good return for 
the money advanced if (hinese and Indian 

Christiaos are sent to reconvert us.— Yours, etc. 

E, J. HARDY. 
(Chaplain to the Forces.) 


MISSIONARIES AND THE PRESS. 
TO THE EDITOR OF THE “D\ILY PRESS.” 
Aongkong, 6th December. 

Srr,—The Rev E. J. Hardy. Chaplain of the 
Forces, over whose signature a letter appears in 
your columns on Saturday on the above subject, 
hath, undeniably, » pretty wit, but if his letter 
contains any serious argument in support of 
carrying a knowledge of the Bibleinto foreign 
lands it has been effectually obscured by the wit- 
ticisms which corruscate in almost every line. 

So far as I am able to discern signs of argu- 
ment in the letter, it appears to me as a curious- 
ly inconsequential epistle. Mr. Harcy first 
‘tells us that in Great Britain peopla 
are said to be Gospel-hardened, so much are 
they evangel sed ; and yet he concludes his letter 
with the observation that “One day America 
and Europe may become not merely almost, 
but altogether heathen,” ‘c. Mr. Hardy, 
may not subscribe to the first of these state- 
ments which he is careful to attribnte to other 
people, but. he appareutly has clearer views 
concerning the second. If by the term 
“heathen” he mesns definite rejection of the 
superuaturalist doctrines of the Gospel, [ am 
inclined to share his prediction ; bat it would 
be extrem ly interesting to have this confession 
of the failure of the Gospel to take hold of 
men’s hearts and minds put clearly in cold 
print by a clergyman. 

Mr. Hardy may be regarded as more of a nian 
of the world than the average parson, and he 
probably knows better than the great majority 
of the men of his cloth that among the rising 
generation of the mankind in the West the 
legends of the Bibl+ are finding a meagre 
acceptance as articles of faith. Take any group 
of intelligent young men and Iet them answer 
honestly, aye or nay, whether they believe in 
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what are described in the pulpits as the cardina — 
doctrines of the Christian faith, and I warrant 
quite 95 per cent. of those young men would be 
get down as extremely unorthodox. Undoubtedly 
Knrope and America are slowly emancipating 
themselves from the thraldom ofa body of religious 
doctrine which has been reared on a foundation 
of superstition and profound ignorance. China 
undoubtedly offers a fine field for the faith 
which the West is discarding; buat when 
Europe and America shall have become 
“altogether heathen "—I would prefer to say 
rational in their religions beliefs—the future 
missionaries from China whem Mr. Hardy’s 
prophetic eye pictures reconverting the nations 
wonld meet with far less success than the 
Western missionaries ought to achieve in China 
to-day. aa 
Let me not be anderstood by these 
few observations to infer that I entertain 
any strong objection to the presence 
in China of the six or seyen thousasd 
missionaries who are now scattered throughout 
the length and breadth of the vast empire ; nor 
would I be disposed to say even that in conditions 
of society such as may be found in all parts of 
China, the doctrines which no longer appeal 
strongly to more enlightened peoples are al- 
t gether powerless for goodhere. ° ‘The preaching 
of such doctrines in China must, in their conflict 
with existing faiths, serve to stimulate thought, 
and that is one of the primary and most pres- 
sing needs of China. Let it be remembered also 
that a missionary does not carry with him only 
his body of religious dootrines ; he stands among 
a strange people as a-type of another race—a 
messenger from Mars as it were—and as he un- 
folds to a benighted people his knowledge of 
the arts and industries and wonders of the West 
till, as in the case of Goldsmith's village parson, 

‘* |... the wonder grew { 

How one small head could carry all he knew.”’ 
he becomes conciously or unconsciously a mis- 
sionary of commerce. In this Licht, I fancy 
most of us prefer to view the missionary, and 

for this advantage much in the way of tactless 
efforts to proselytise is cheerfully forgiven.— 
Yours, &e., - 


UNOI 
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MISSIONARIES AND THE PRESS. 
TO THE EDITOB OF THE “ DAILY PRESS.” 
Hongkong, 8th December. 


THODOX. 


‘Sir,—I note that the | Rev. E. J. 
Hardy has come forward to address the 
“simple paople,” those ‘“poox sheep” who 
do uot thoroughly understand the great 
benefits of Christian missionany work. The 
rev. gentlaman treats the slabject in his 
well-known humorous style, which, however, 
is more entertaining than cohvincing. Mr, 
Hardy claims that “ money lent to the Lord ia 
obedience to his command tojevangelise the 
world is well invested.” Wuiving the point 
that Christ instructed his digciples to oa ry 
neither purse nor scrip, there still remains the 
question of investment, From a commercial 


point of view there are not a few business men 
who would agree that to ‘‘lend to the Lord in 
obedience to his command to jevangelise the 


world” was a sound investment. To give 
money for evangelising purposes in the hope 
of gainiog a commercial return is probably 
considered a good stroke of business. To give 
money to the cause in the h of rewa 
hereafter is on the same line of self-interest. 
This type of investment was probably not 
intended by the rev. geotleman. Perhaps he 
wan'ed to infer that to invest} money in the 
promulgation of the Christian jreligion meant 
the moral and intellectual advancement of all 
the peoples that embrace it, andithe consequent 
interac:ion for good was a beneficent invest- 
ment. Are we justified in drawing such an 
expectation from the past history of the Chris- 
tian world? Has ( bristianity always meant the 
moral and intellectual advancement of the 
peoples that have embraced it ?} The history of 
the intellectual! development of Europe does not 
lend any support‘to the claim, For ceaturies 
there was s deadlock in science! a stagnation in 
art, and an otter abandonment of all intellectual 
and progressive pursuita. For centuries the 
history of Christianity was the sanity per: 


secutions—sect noon sect. Christianity found- 
ed the inquisitions, it applied the raok, 


the |thumbscrow, the stake, and a thousand 
other tortures that nothing but a religious 
bigotry could have invented. Christianity 
rerspouted to the bitter ond all indepen- 
dent thonght, which dared te differ 
from it. To mention the. treatment of 
Copérnious, Galileo, and Bruno, is to mention 
the | treatment meted ont to all independent 
thought during many centuries. That 
intolerance wrangling, and persecution which 
expressed itself physically in the centuries 
past} expresses itself verbally even at the 
present time. 

And why 4 Is it not because no two sects 
are lentirely agreed as to what Christianity is? 
Thaugh ali Ghristians profess to have the key 
which opens the doors to all the mysteries of life! 
Theirs is the trae God, the true morality, the 
trud religion, the true revelation! Apd though 
the [Christians assume the very positions they 
have yet 'to prove, missionaries are 
being sent: out to promulgate a religion 
whith is {fast being pushed into the 
limbo whence is woven that “baseless fabrio™ 
of which “dreams are made of.” 

“What is|/Christianity? Is it to live the 
Christ’s life | Then where are the Christians? 
A @hristian Bishop has said that Christiavity as 
interpreted in the Sermon on the Mount is 
impossible ain any civilised state. Count Leo 
Tolktoi, the one man in Europe who attempts 
to live this life, is regarded by Christianity at 

arge as a|harmless dreamer. Christ taught 
that we should sell all we have, and give it to 
Jo taught that we should turn the 
chepk to g smiter, that we should take no 
thonght to: the things of this world. Do 
the! Christians of to-day act up to these 
injnuctions>| Which of them does these things? 
Not the <larg:, not the bishops, not the 
laity, not the missionaries, not the Pope. Then 
why do Christi.ns deceive themselves, and why 
usd wealth td spread such a creei?—Yours, etc., 


WM. DAVIES. 


0 THE EDITOR OF THE “ DAILY PRESS.” 
S1x,—Aslu new arrival ia Hongkong I have 
bedn much struck with, and surprised at, the 
bareness and barn-like appearance of the interior 
of | 8. ‘Jobn's Cathedral—the church of the 
Colony, and this same matter has bee« mentioned 
to| me by ;several other strangers and new 
arrivals heré. Why, we ask, are there no lights 
on|the altar even during the celebration of the 
Eucharist ?| Why is the altar left to be the 
edatkest place in the church, so that worship- 
"pers at the western end of the church can 
scarcely | discern that thera zs an altar? 
Why are the lights at Evensong so dim that it is 
Jifficult to see one’s book? Why are the seats 
arranged so close to each other that it is almost 
impossible to kneel with any comfort, and 
entirely impossible for even a moderately stout 
person ? and, again, why, when the Bishop is 
present, an officiating, does the chaplain 
pronounce the Absolution ? Is this not contrary 
tothe Rubric? And why—bnut there, the ques. 
tions to be asked are too unmerous to mention 
gorically, but are such as must ~uggest them- 
gelves to any Anglican who attends at but two 
services at pe Cathedral. The answer to these 
estions would appear to bs sumething like 
is: Because those responsible for the beantify- 
ing of the church: and for the!conduct of tho 
services caranothing for any appeal to the senses 
a factor ko essential in religious service— 
and apparénily little for the rulings of the 
bric, which appears to be getting more aud 
rded in certain limbs of the Anglican 
 Thave read a good deal lately abou; 
issions "| to the Chiness in the local paperst 
fir conscience’s sake, let us have some missions 
ourselves first.— Yours, etc.. 


ANGLICAN. 


.ITOR OF THB “ DAILY PRESS.” 


ot og A Hongkong, 1th December. 
Siz,—The remarks of “ Anglican" voicing 
larger number of aggrieved than 
horities imagine. are worthy of more 

ing attention. It seems, however, the 

t uncommon It of Anglicans in the Colonies 

4 lament the lack of “glery and beauty” of 
orship in! their’ local churches, even where 


| 
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these might be rightly expected. They should 
then be willing to make greater pe 
sacrifices of time and money to hasten on the 
dawning of a brighter day when their legitimate 
wishes and hopes should claim a chief pastor’s 
recognition.— Yours truly, 

W. T. V. PIGRUM. 


CHINA TRADERS’ INSURANCE 
, co., LD. 


ANNUAL MEBTING. 

The 37th annual ordinary meeting of the 
China Traders’ Insurance Co. Ld., was held 
on Tuesday at noon in the offices of the Company. 
Mr. E. Goetz (chairman) presided, and there 
were also present Messrs. H. Schubart, 
E. Ormiston, and C Michelau (directors), Hon. 
Sir Paul Chater, C.M.G., Mossrs. G. T. Veitoh, 
H. C. Wilcox, J. W. Ross Taylor, R. K, Leigh, 
F. D. Goddard. W. J. Saunders, H. W. Slade, 
G. de Champeaux, T. H. Reid, W. E. Schmidt, 
and Jas. Whittal (secretary). 

The SECRETARY having read the notice 
calling the meeting, 

The CHAIRMAN said—Gentlemen,—The re- 
port and statement of accounts have been in your 
hands for some time and witn your approval we 
will follow the usual custom and take them as 
read. As compared with the previous year, the 
premium income shows an increase of some 
$61,000, whilst the loss settlements, although 
atill heavy, show a decrease of $17,000. You will 
notice, however, that we have had this year to 
meet a material loss in exchange. This is due 
to our endeavour, in view of the instability of 
exchavge and the impossibility of forecasting 
its movements, to as far as possible keep our 
finds equally divided between gold and silver, 
and this deficit is largely the difference 
between the cost of considerable conversions 
into gold made during the year and the 
rate at which the sterling exchange is 
taken in our books, The maintenance of this 
latter rate at 2/- has been amply justified in the 
recent share rise experienced. Ou the whole, 
the outturn of the year's operations may, I 
think, be considered fairly satisfactory, but you. 
directors feel that the pcint has not yet been 
reached when they can with safety, or any 
certainty of its continuauce, recommend the 
declaration of an increased dividend to share- 
holders. Our first consideration must oe to 
place our liquid reserves on a basis which 
will preolude the possibility through the coming 
of a bad yea, and bad years are bound to cdme, of 
our having to again entrench on our reserve 
fund, The wisdom of this policy of restraint 
and patienos will, I am sure, appeal to all who 
have the best interests of the Company at heart. 
After providing for a general dividend of 16 
per cent. and a contributory dividend of 15 per 
cent, on bonus-bearing contributions, we propose 
to carry the remaining avcilable balance to 
underwriting 8ifpense account to meet all far- 
ther claims on account of the past and previous 
years, and thus close the account. One new 
item appearing under the heading of London 
investu ents may be specially referred to. The 
lease of the offices occupied by the Company 
in London being close on expiry and not open 
for renewal, the necessity of securing other 
suitable accommodation has had to be con- 
sidered, and I am glad to be able to inform 
you that we have secured the leasehold, with 
34 years to ran, of a most suitable building in 
an equally good, if o t better, position on 
Cornbill, The cost of the purchase of this 
leasehold was £25,000, out whilst the building 
acquired affords far superior accommodation for 
our growing needs in London, it is hoped that, 
after payment of ground rentand taxes &o., and 
making full allowance for sinking fund and 
interest on the sub-rentals to be obtained from 
the portion of the building not required for 
om own uses, will reduce tke net annual 
cost to very little more than the rental 
we have for some time been paying. Your 
directors feel that we are greatly indebted to 
the exertions and forethought of the London 
Committee and the London Manager in briug- 
ing so important a matter to so successful an 
issue. ‘he item under notice is the first instal- 
ment only of the purchase money, the balance 
will appear iu the curreat year's accounts. The 
properties under mortgage to the Company 
have, as usual, been reported on by Messrs. 
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Palmer'é& Turner, and their valuations show 
ample margins. There pre ir one subject 
for me to refer to, and that is the deeply re- 
gretted and enforced retiremdut of our late 
esteemed seoretary Mr. W. H. Ray, the circum: 
stances of which are, I think, well known to 
allof you. Mr, Ray had been in charge of the 
company’s affairs since 1870-a period of 33 
years. In 1875, when the company was practi- 
cally reconstituted, Mr. Rey was appointed its 
first secretary, and that position he held during 
the succeading 28 years until recently forced 
to relinquish office through ‘a complete and 
deplorable break-down in health. but, gentle~ 
men, in the sound and satisfactory position our 
company stands to-day, Mr. Ray has left a 
fitting memorial to the best years ofa strenuous 
life spent wholly and devotedly in its service, 
and although anhappily we cdunot restore his 
shattered health, you will I am sure cordially 
support your directors in their desire to in 
some measure recognise his lang aod faithful 
services, by ensuring to him a freedom from 
anxiety in the years of retirement that may be 
left to him. i shall be glad {o answer an 
ale hg you may desire to ask before 
ormally move the adoption of the report and 
balance-sheet. : 

Sir Paut Cuarer said—Mr. Chairman,—I 
think the statement to which we have just 
listened is one of more than ordinary interest. 
It is satisfactory to learn that the Directors 
have resolved to persevere in the sound policy of 
building up the financial posifion of the Gon: 

any, rather than increasing the dividend. It 

is also, in my opinion, much wiser to carry 
forward the balance in a liquid form, than 
to make a too hasty addition to ‘the reserve 
fund, which might hereafter hive to be 
withdrawn. I observe that the leasehold 
of a building in Cornhill has been acquired 
for the accommodation of the London Office,. 
but I am glad to have the assurance of the 
Chairman that this move will prove a sound 
investment, and not entail much inorease in 
rental, I am sure the sharehblders all join the 
regret expressed by the Chairman at the 
unfortunate retirement of our late secretary, 
Mr. Ray, who for so many years served this 
Company so well and faithfully, first as assistant 
and then as secretary. The retiring allowance 
granted him by the Board is, I think, under the 
circumstances, one that wll Ke heartily endors- 
ed by the shareholders. In his successor, Mr. 
Whittall, we have, J am certajn,a manin whom 
we can repose eutire confidence, both as to 
his ability and trust. With these remarks 
I have mach ploasure in seconding the resolu- 
tion that the report and accpunts be adopted, 
(A pplause). 

Mr. J. W. Ross Tayvtoz—Mr. Chairman 
and gentlem-n—I am sorry to find myself in 
opposition to the directors, and my regret is 
all the deeper that it should be a difference of 
opinion arising ont of the retiring allowance to 
our late secretary, Mr. W. H. Ray, with whom, 
I know, we all most deeply sympathise on the 
sad breakdown of his health. But seven years 
ago, 1895, we got $5 dividend and the reserve 
fund was raised to $1,000,0 0. Next year. un- 
fortunately, through no fault of anybody, the 
work fell below sero and an amount was taken,, 
from the reserve fund. Ever since, while some 
of our competitors, through good management, 
bave been forging sabead we have continued: 
to receive $96,000, equal to $4 per share. 
It has been my lot before on several 
oceasions to vote for more generous terms by 
directors to their staff, and ‘no one can appre- 
ciata more than I can the! generous impulse 
which dictates this’ recommendation of the 
directors, but I think in this case really your 
generosity goes a little farther than the position 
of the Corpany warrants. It is no fault of 
anyone, no doabt, bat the Company bas beéh 
marking time more or less during the past seven 
years, and I donot thiok it can be maintained 
that we are in 8 pre to give over 10 per 
cent. per annum of th- dividends credited to the 
shareholders to one officer—one of our retiring” 
officers. It is quite possible that in future 
gome other officers may retire and we may 
have to pay them money. I do not know 
that any shareholder wil: second my proposal, 
though it gous greatly against the grain with 
me to. criticise an action dictated by generosit, 
whose only fault is that it goes too far, but 
feel cowpelled as a matter of principle and as 
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being no inoonsiderable shareholder. I move 
‘that Mr, Ray get a retiring allowance of £900 
per annum for the first three years after leaving 
the Colony, and afterwards £500 per annum. [ 
have not asked anyone to second this propossl. 
The amendment was not seconded. 
The Carraan—I presume you do not waut 


Mr, Ross 'TayLor—Certainly not, 

The report ond accounts were carried uu- 
animously, Mr. Ross Taylor not voting. 

Un the ae of Mr. GoppaArD, seconded by 
Mr. Leiau)the confirmation of Mr. C. Michelan 
as a director jwas confirmed, 

Mr. Ross! TayLor moved that Messrs. E. 
Goetz aud ©! Michelau, who retired by rotation, 
be re-elected |lo the directorate. 

Mr. H. W| Stave s:cunded, and the motion 
was agreed P: 

Mr. G. Tj) Verrcx moved the re-election of 
Messrs. H{ U. Jeffries and 1. Arnold as 
auditors. | 


Mr, H. Ci Witcox seconded and the motion 
was agreed to. 
This was all the business. 


The CHAIRMAN intimated that dividend 
warrants would be ready to-day (Wednesday). 


NIPPON YUSEN KAISHA. 
is Sea eee 
The following is the twenty-seventh report of 


ship Company, Ld.), presented to the shareholders 
at the half-yearly ordinary general meeting, 
held at Tokyo on the 26th November : ~ 
The gross. profits of the company for the 
past half-year amount to yon 3,917,26).91, out 
of which there has been p:id :—~ 
Depreciation of the Company's fleet 
and property .. Yen 720,£48.630 
Insurancefund ... ... ... 4, 174374,090 
Ships’ stractural repairfuaod... ,,  432,957.6U0 


| ae 
Yen 1,327,780.370 
leaving a balance of yen 3,322,771.815, including 
yen 733,291.275 brought forward from the lust 
account 
The directors now propose that yen 129,474.030 
be added to the reserve fund, raising it to yen 
1,914,058.756 ; yen 800,000,000 to the fund for 
the extension of services and improvement 
of the fleet, bringing that amount to yen 
8,500,000.000; and that yen 71,358.110 be 
allowed as directors’ acd auditors’ fees, 
From the remainder the directors recom- 
mend a dividend at the rate of ten per cent., 
together with two per cent. as special divideud, 
thus making twelve per cant. per annum, which 
will absorb yen 1,320,000.0v0. 
The balance, yen 1,001,939.675, will be carried 
forward te the next account. 


SUPREME COURT. 
Tuesday, 8th December, 


eae 


In Sustmary JORIsDICTION. 


Berort His Honoor A. G, WISE 
(Puisnge Jupaz). 


CLAIM BY CHINESE-AMERICAN 

: COMMERCIAL CO, 
The Chineso- American Commercial Company 
claimed from Wai Chan & Company $876.37 
‘a0 in & promissory note, duted 27th October, 


. J. Hays, of Messrs. Johnson, Stokes & 
Master, solicitors, appeared for the plaintiffs 
and’ stated to his Lordship that he uuderstood 
Mr. Thomson, for tho defendants, had with- 
drawn from the case. 
_ After hearing evidence his Lordship gave 
judgment for the plaintiffs. 


Thursday, 10th December. 


In OniarnaL JURISDICTION, 


BEFors His Honour Sir WILuaM 
r M. Goopman (Curgr Justice). 


DISPUTH ABOUL THE BUILDING OF STEAMSHIPS. 

A caso was called in which Tso Chenug Shi, 
widow, 162, Quecn's Road West, suing as 
executriz of Tsoi Heung Po deceased, ed 
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from To Shing, 22, Peel Street, $28,000 
monay received and $12,900 damages for breach 
of contract in respact to the building of- two 
steamships. Hon. H. E. Pollock. K.C., barris- 
ter-at-law (instructed by Mr. F. B, L. Bowley 
of Messrs, ee and Bowley, solicitors), ap- 
peared for the plaintiff; and Mr. M. W. Slade, 
barrister-at-luw (instru:ted by Mr. C. E. H. 
Beavis of Messrs. Wilkinson and Grist, solici- 
tors), was for the defendant. 

Mr, Slade said he must make a further appli- 
cation for an adjournment ijn order to enable 
them to obtain certain documents which a tele- 
gram roceived only on Tuesday said were on 
their way from Hanoi. ‘he vast majority of 
the papers in the case were down there, being in 
use In connection with the case that was goiog 
on in Hanoi. Tho only information was that 
certain docaments had been sent, He would 
algo mention that they had not received from 
the other side copies of certain material docu- 
ments which they had in their possession ; some 
which had been rec-ived within the last half. 
hour were very long and complicated. They 
themselves had been unable to deliver to the 
other side copies of many of their documents, 
but they were admittedly unprepared to carry 
on this case. Some of these notes had come iuto 
their hands ouly two days ago; they had used 
the utmost prowptitude iu gattiug these trans- 
lated but could not get it done before because 
they had not the documenta, Under the circum- 
stances he thought it wonld ouly be in the in- 
terests of justice for the purpo:e of arriving at 
the truth of this case to grant an adjournment. 
Tho application was not made on frivolous 
grounds but on really material grounds. 

His Lordship—What do you say, Mr. 
Pollock ? 

Mr. Pollock—I am ins(ructed that eight or 
nie months ago —~— 

His Lordship—Do you conseut ? 

Mr. Pullock—No. 

Lis Lordship said that in that case he would 
not grant an adjournment. He had had this 
mattar before hin very fully. It was set dow. 
originally for trial in Angust bnt was postponed 
till November Another application was mado 
in November after hs had arranged everything 
and to up the time to this case which he 
would otherwise have appropriated to other 
cases, On that occasion he gave a further ad- 
journment tilll0th December, when he intimated 
that in nearly every case that had come on 
lately some one wonld apply at the last moment 
for an adjournment. Only two days ago he 
bad heard a summons in this caso as to whether 
there should not bean adjournment and both 
parties had consented. 

Mr. Slade explained he only agreed not to 
press his summons on tho ground that certain 
documen!s were coming into their possession 
which they believed would enable them to win 
their case. ; 

His Lordship remarked that there had been 
already three applications for adjournment. 
Parties had had ample opportunity of getting 
the requiréd documents. Mr. Henry’ Piry 
appesred to have some litigation down in Hanoi 
which he seemed to think more important than 
this litigation here. He was not going to have 
that Court made a convenience for anybody 
who chose to come and get him to sit. He was 
not going to adjourn this case; he was going 
to hear if. 

Mr. Slade said that’ many of the documents 
were actually ia use in the court at Hanoi; they 
could not be in both places at once; certain 
documents were actually on their way. 

His Lordship—I decline to adjourn. 

Mr. Pollock in opening tha case submitted 
the statement of claim which bore that on or 
about 10th February, 1901, defendant enlered 
into a verbal agreement with Chan Yuk Shang 
whereby defeudant agreed to build, complete, 
and equip a paddle-wheel steamship withia nine 
months from that date for a price of 000; 
and on cr about 7th April, 1901, defendant 
entered into a second verbal agreement with 
Chan Yuk Shang whereby defendant agreed 
to build, complete, and equip a second steamer 
withiu a period of eight months from that date 
for a prica of $30,000; the steamers to be 
delivered on proper payments being made. The 
plaintiff's claim, said Mr. Pollock, was made 
simply and solely on the ground that defendant 
bad failed to carry out the contract he entered 
into with the deceased husband of the plafatiff. 
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The plaintiff's case rested upon certain written 

ocuments of which, he submitted, the 
interprotation was perfectly clear. The first 
document of importance was the agreement of 
8th October, 19U1. After tho work had been 
begun defendant recoived from the plaintiff 
varioas sams on account amountiog to $49,000, 
the balance to bo paid when. the steamers 
were delivered. Although there was ro 
interpretation clause to this document, as a 
matter of fact he would be in a position to 
prove that this document of 9th October and 
a subsequent one of May, 1902, were interpreted 
to the defendant by Mr. Yan Kwan Un, the 
interpreter to Messrs. Dennya and Bowley. 
The only question to be fought ont in respect to 
the azreement was its proper'legul construction. 
They came before the Court to ask damages 
because the agreement had not been o.rritd out, 
They siid that the document could only have one 
meaning, which wasthat the plaintiff was entitled, 
on the proper payments being made, to delivery 
of theso launches. The first launch was handed 
over to plaintiff's nominee, bat with regard to 
the second launch there was a diffloulty and it 
was not handed over, for while they wore. actu- 
ally applying through their solicitors to have it 
completed aud finished off it was spirited away 
up to Canton. ‘Then security was ordered. 

His Lordship—Yes, $30,00) security, I re- 
member. 

Mr. Pollock went on to argue that the agree- 
ment was about us clear an agreement as could 
be made. On the contract it appeared that in 
addition to the $49,000 that had been paid o 
further sam of §15.000 was paid on account of 
the bulance due. Therefore there only remained 
& balance of $14,090 to be paid altozether on 
account of the launches. The position of parties 
then, after this document had been signed and 
the money handed over was that the defendant 
was bound to deliver the launches upon the 
receipt of the $14,000. It was quite clear that 
the defendant had broken his contrac!, He 
thought if was admitted that the launch was 
taken away out of the jurisdiction of the Court 
and they said that the defendant by not deliver- 
ing it to the plaintiff broke his contract and 
must pay them as damages the value of the 
launch. As to its va‘ue, an offer of §40,(100 had 
been made for the lauach. 

Evidence was afterwards taken for the plain- 
tiff. : 

The Court adjourned at 4 30 until 10 30 a.m. 
to-day. 

In Summany JURISDICTION, 
Berors Hrs Honour A. G@. Wiss 
(Pursxns JupDG#.) 

ERRATIC METERS. 

The Hongkong and China Gas Co., Ld., sued 
Mrs. T. A. Bateman for $21.49 in respect of 

and fittings supplied. Mr. E. J. Grist of 
Mosata. Wilkinson and Grist, solicitors, appeared 
for the plaintiff firm and Mr. J. Hays of 
Messrs Johnson, Stokos and Master, solicitora, 
was for the defendant. 

Mr. Hays complained that he had not seen 
the particalars of claim ; these had only beea 
sent in at the last moment. 

Mr. Grist said that if he wanted an adjourn- 
ment he had better apply for it at once. 

His Lordsbip-—I should like to know some. 
thing about the defence. You are not goin 
into the question of bad gas, are you? aughter> 


Mr, Hays—lIt is a matter of whether or not 
your Lordship can possibly believe that the 
meter— 


His Lordship —I can believe anything about. 
meters, 

Mr. Hays—You can believe anything about 
meters P 

His Lordshi ‘ 
possible to 
is case had 


don't think a meter rig 
the Company to test it. it is found to be 
wrong then they have to pay the cost. I think 
it is the ane practice ace arg is at home. 
If the meter is right you have to pay. 

Mr. Hays—Not uniil after it was tested did 
Mec issih (he pun cocerteel, voseclieg. 18: ie 
one month the gas : to. the. 
meter, was no lees Ge are tase more than the 


. sane 


me month of the previous year, or any one 
month this year. 

His Lords hip—I had exactly the same thing. 
A man naméd Collins, who is in bankruptcy 


now, 8 cyclé+mannfacturer, stated that in one 
month the i 


ice of his water rose about three 
times. 

Mr. Hays +-It is the amount of gas alleged 
to have beer i¢onsumed. 
His Lo dghip—But we see the same thing 
regarding water. ' ’ 

Mr. Hiys—I submit that your Lordship is 
sitting in this Court as a jury—if this went to 
jury they would u-animously find it is absurd 
to jmigine|that Mrs Bateman's house could 
possibly consume 5,000 feet of gas unless the 
oe ple turned onall the jets for fun during the 

CS 

His Lo Nok ab bad to pay when I was not 
living in ithe house at all. The Gas Company 
charged me exactly ths same amount and 
I was not in the house at all. You had 
better pay, I think. It is a very hopeless thing 
fighting water and gas compsnies, I can tell you. 

Mr. Grist ‘pointed out that Mrs. Bateman 
wrote to Messrs. Jardine, Matheson and Co, 
the local agents, saying he was perfectly 
willing to send them a cheque for the outstand- 
ing amount, if in their opinion she had not 
been wrongfully overcharged. She agreed to 
pay, and could not possibly get over it. 

rs. Bateman—Yes; if they could prove I 
have used that amount. 

His Lordship —Of course they could rrove it. 

Mr. Hays—It is my client's contention that 
the Company have failed to prove it excepting 
by the idiotic reading of the meter. 

Mr, Grist—-The Company replied saying that 
the matter has been fully gone into and they 
really could not see that she is hurt in any shape 
or form. 

Evidence '| was afterwards called and his 
Lordship gave judgment for plaintiffs with 
costs, | 
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riday, lith December. 


In ORIGINAL JURISDICTION, 


BEForRE His Honour Siz WILLIAR 
M. Goopman (CHIEF JUSTICE). 


DISPUTE ABOUT THE BUILDING OF TWO 
STEAMSHIPS, 

The case was again called in which Tso Cheung’ 
Bhi, widow, 162, Queen’s Road West, suing as 
executrix of Tsoi Heung Po deceased, claimed 
from To 
money received and $12,000 damages for breach 
of contract in respect to the building of two 
steamships. . Hon. H. E. Pollock, K.C., barris- 
ter-at-law (instructed by Mr. F. B. L. Bowley 
of Messrs, Dennys and Bowley, solicitors), ap- 


peared for the plaintiff; and Mr. M. W. Slade, 
ee ister-at-law (instructed by Mr. C. E. H. 
_ Be 


is of Messrs. Wilkinson and Wrist, solici- 
tors), was for the defendant. 

One witness was re-examined fur 
plaintiff. 

r. Slade in opening the defence said the 
plaintiff claimed under an agreement with the 
defqndant which he entered into in his own 
name, The'main defence was that though the 
agreement was in Tsoi Heung Po’s own r.ame 
it ia not made on his own behalf but was 1nade 
by him as a partner in or agent for H. Viry & 

in which firm he was a partner. I31 the 
third paragraph of the statement of de fence 
defendant said that soma time in January, 1901, 
one/Henry Piry, a member of the firm of H. 
Piry & Co, in which firm Tsoi Heur.g Po 
deceased, Chan Yuk Shang and Tse Chirig Po 
wer} also partners, ordered the defend ant to 


the 


‘ built two steamships for the firm at the price 


of about $48,000 and $30,000 respective ly and 
directed the defendant to settle all detai Is with 
said Chan Yuk Shang. Det! ‘endant 
ingly ‘prepared specifications for 1 ihe two 
whereby he offered to comp! ete the 
:in 9 and 8 months respectively on ; sayment 
e sums of $48,000 and $30,000, and the 
specifications were finally agreed to by the 
of Piry & Co. on or about 10th F *ebruary 
and) 27th April, 1901, respectively. Shortly 
after the: first of the specifications w as agreed 
to efendant commenced to build tiie s eam- 
ips and |was paid in various suris and at 
ious time between the 27th Febi mary and 


} 


Shing, 22, Peel Street, $28,000 . 
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Sth October, 1901, by the firm and out of the 
firm’s money the sum of £51,410 in respect of 
work done on the steamships. Defendant denied 
that these sums were all received by him from 
Chan Yuk Shang as alleged in the statement of 
claim, and denied also that in any of the transac- 
tions mentioned therein Chan Yuk Shang was 
acting as agent for Tsoi Heung Po except in 
so far ns Chan Yuk Shang was agent for Piry 
& Co. Inthe beginning of Octobor, 1901, the 
payments due from the firm for work done on 
the steamships were much ino arrear and 
defendant was informed by Chan Yuk Shang 
that Tsoi Heung Po deceaced had agreed to 
advance to the firm the money necessary to 
qomplete the steamships if a formal agreement 
to build tha launches were entered into by the 
fefendant, aud the defendant thereupon agreed 
to enter into such formal agreement with Tsoi 
Heung Po deceased. Defendant accordingly 
executed the agreement set out in par. 7 of 
the statement of claim, but said he did not 
understand the meaning of the recitals in the 
agreement or tbat he was making an agreement 
with Tsoi Heung Po personally and wasinformed 
by Chan Yuk Shang and Tsoi Heung Po that! 
the agreement was a mere matter of form. 
Chan Yuk Shang and Tsoi Heung Po had no 
authority from Piry & Co. to transfer the / 
ownership of the steamships from the firm to Tso 
Heung Po. In the alternative defendant said 
that if the legal ownership of tho steamships 
was transferred by the agreement to Tsoi 
Heung Po, which def-ndant denied, the owner- | 


ship was transferred by way of mortgage only ! 
for the sums to be advanced by Tsei Heung Po : 


for the completion of the steamships, and that 
Tsoi Heung Po received far more than the 
amount advanced by him by the sale of one of the 
| steamships for the sum of $66,400, When Tsoi 
Heung Po made the agreement in his own name. 
as being the owner of the vessel Piry & Co. 
: wdinitted that they knew about ita very: few 
) days afterwards, but they wanted the money and 
| said, “ Well, it is one way of doing it.” and did 


was allowed to stand. 

His Lordship said this was nota case betwe2n 
Piry & Co, and the deceased man or his re- 
presentatives; it was practically between the 
deceased man and the builder who made 
the written contract. The shipbuilder had to 
‘carry out his contract, If when he had built 
the ship and handed it over, Piry & Co. claimed 
it, the claim should be fought out between Piry 
& Oo. and the man to whom it had been handed 
over. 

Mr. Slade argued that it was a question of 
, property. The shipbuilder said, “I have the 
| ship and have to deliver it the principal 
t-owner.” He wanted to prove that this ship 
|-was the property of Piry & Co. His case was 
that it never became the property of Teoi 
Heung Po and that at the outside he was 
_the agent for the firm. It was within tho 
night of the principal to adopt the contract of 
‘an agent and to qne on the contract of his 
agent. Going on to recite the facts of 
‘tine case Mr. Slade stated that Henry Piry in 
‘1901 was trading in Hongkong as Piry & 
|Cio As to whether at that time he bad any 
: partners it was impossible for them now to give 
l evidence, but it was believed he had no partner. 
; Luring the end of the year 1900 Henry Piry 
obtained from the French Governmeut of 
Indo-China the monopoly for supplying salt 
yand sulphur in Kwanchauwan in the new 
i territory which ‘iad been leased by the French. 

He had also at that time applied and had 
received an intimation that his tender bad been 
accepted for the two opium farms in 
Kwanchauwan, the farm for retailing opium 
having been granted to him for one vear and 
the other for six years. He had been previously 
shipping goods from Hongkong in junks and 
steam-launches under the French flag. Having 
secured these farms he desired to extend his 


operations and took three Chinese into 
partnership, They paid their partnership 
money iato the firm, and al) Henry 
Piry’s launches and junks became the 


property of the firm, In Febrnary Henry 
Piry himself ordered from Chan Yuk Shang 
these two steamships to be built for the firm 
for the purpose of trading between Hongkong 
and Kwanchauwan. They were shallow-draught 
steamers and were to be used for carrying 


cpium. Shortly afterwards Henry Piry had to 
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o down to Kwanchauway to look after 
is affairs there. He told To Shing to carry on 
the work and to refer to Chan Yuk Shang for 
any further details he desired. About July 
S, D. Piry came down to Hongkong from 
Shanghai where he had been|as secretary for 
the Commissioner for Foreign Affaira, who 
had been at one time Taotai pf Shanghai, and 
who was T'soi Heung Po's own brother. Whea 
he came down he, being more of ao buai- 
ness man than his brother, suggested. that 
it was unsatisfactory for the partnership to go 
on without a writteu agreement betwoen the part- 
ners and it wagagreed tohave sich on agreement. 
The agreement was accordingly entered into. 
Among the assets of the firm appearing therein 


the two steamships then building were included. — 


The firm was thus formed on the 16th July. 
After a time it was found that they had under- 
taken more work than they could accomplish 
with the capital at their dispesal, especially in 
the shipping line, The building of these 
steamships was a considerable drain upon 
them. About the middle of the following 
February it became necessary to mortgage 
the larger of the two vessels for the purpose 
of raising funds. A mortgage for $15,000 
was effected with the Ming Kat firm 
of which Tse was the principal partner. This 
sum was used partly for paying the builder 
and partly for the general purposes of the firm. 
But they were still pressed for money and were 
urging the Chinese partners to put up more 
capital in order to enable the firm to carry on. 
It appeared that they then had considerable 
trouble with Chan Yuk Shang. Some time 
about the end of August Chan Yuk Shang, who 
had been the manager in Hongkong of the firm, 
removed all the books of the firm out of the 
office, When Henry Piry heard of this he 
revoked Chan Yuk Shang’s power of attorney; 
but before the revocation bad taken place 
Chan Yuk Shang on the 3rd September wrote 
to To Shing and orderud him to transfer 


, the vessels ont of his own name into that 
not think he would play them false ; therefore it : 


of Piry & Co. in the books of the Harbour 
Office. The steamers were then 8U or 90 per 
cent. completed. To Shing did nut do this 
however. as he had not been paid. Mr. Slade 
went on to relate how Tsoi Heung Po 
had at length come forward and entered 
into the agreement, referred to above, with 
To Shing, to supply the money neces- 
sary for the completion of the steamers. 

A discussion ensued on the question whether a 
contractor was entitled to hand over goods to a 
principal who remained undisclosed until before 
the expiry of the contract time and then claimed 
them as principal. 


His Lordship decided to hear counsel on that 
point after evidence had been given for the 
defence. ; 

Evidence for the defence di led. 


The Court adjournea at 4.30. 
ADMISSION OF A S8GLICITOR. 


In the Supreme Court on Wednesday His 
Honour Sir William M. |Goodman, Chief 
Justice, formally admitted oj practice as a soli- 
citor in Hongkong Mr. Reginald Harding, 
who comes to join tLe firm of Messrs. Ewens 
and Harston. Mr. J. S. Harston accompanied 
Mr. Harding. 

Mr. E. -s. Sharp, K.C. 


introduced Mr. 


Harding. Addressing his Lordship he said—I - 


beg, my Lord, to move that Mr. Reginald 
Harding be admitted and rolled to practice aa 
an attorney and proctor of this honourable Court. 
I think you have Mr Harding's papers and I be- 
lieve they arein order. Youjhave his certificate 
of admission in England and an affidavit of 
identity made by Mr. Ewens, who knew Mr, 
Harding in England, and by Mir, Harding himself, 
Mr. Harding, as your ae Will see, has some 


considerable experience in Eugland, both in 
London and the country. was admitted in 
1899, having previously been articled in London 
for five years, with Mesars.| Langloys & Co, 
from whom your Lordship, will see a l«tter 
regarding his qualifications annuxed to the aili- 
davit. On being admitted Mr. Harding acted 
as managing clerk in the country for two years 
and then a8 managing clerk again in London for. 
another two years, until he left Englanda few 
weeks ago to come {o Hongkong. I have ve 

great pleasure in asking your Lordship to admit 
him to practise in this Court as attorney and 
proctor. | 


Hietatiamier’ s 
mipreckasiestvasepibetimoan bea ern SoAl 


‘ 
” whe 
pie pian lice el 


‘Rugby football game. 


December iL 1903.} A 


His Lordship—I think that everything is in 
orderj therefore I have very much pleasure in 
approving of |Mr. Reginald Harding as an 
attorney and proctor of this honourable Court, 
I congratalatg you, Mr. Harding, on your 
admispion to the profession here, and I am quite 
sare you will make it your endeavour to uphold 
the hgnour and reputation of the profession. 

6n rose, : 


The Court th 

es Seceioeieeeeeeeenessceeenaeeeeenes 
INQUEST ON SERGT. MANN. 
The inquest’ on Sorgt. Mann, R.G.A., who 


met his dedth at Stonecutters’ Island under 
circumstances already reported in these columns, 


was opened at the Central Police Court on 
The first witness called was Bombardier J. 
Stonecutters’ (sland with Gunner Waters, 
on the floor in g pool of blood, A few minutes 
4 

Whey he found) Mann in that state he imme- 


Monday afterndon, under the presidency of Mr. 
T. Sercombe Smith. . 
H. Thomson, ¥.A., who said that on the morn- 
ing of the Ath inst, he was in the library at 
when }hearing 4 crash in the adjoining room, 
he rughed therg and found Sergt. Mann lying 
beforg going into the library witness had been 
speaking to deceased in the reading-room. 
diately went for a doctor. Deceased was lying 
on hig side, with an over-turned chair beside 
him, |The carbine (produced) was lyiog under 
deceaged . 

Lient. B. A.|,Craig, R.A.M.C., stated that 
he sean Gant forjand on going to the reading- 
room he found deceused on the floor. He found 
a wound on his face extending from the upper 
lip ta the left/ieye, while both jaws were frac- 
tured and blood was oozing from the left ear 
and from a round hole on the top of the skull. 
The walls near were spattered with blood and 
there | was & bullet hole in the oviling. ‘The 
man was quite dead. Witness ordered the body 
to be removed to the Station Ho<pital, when he 
held & post-mortem examination. He found 
that death was due to a bullet wound in tho 
head, |the bullet travelling through the brain 
and ont through the top of the head. The 
wound was self-inflicted. Witness arrived at 


this dpinion through the closanoss of the shot, 
and the course of the bullet, and position of the 


- woun 


Gunner Waters corroborated the last witness 
save that he said the gun was not under the 
deceaged but by the side of achair. The de- 
ceased was popular and well-liked by all the 
men. | He had been in charge of the canteen at 
Stonecutter's Island for three or four montas, 
but witness had. never seen him under the in- 
fluence of liquor, 

The inquest was then adjourned until Tues- 
day, the 15th inst. 


SPORTING NOTES. 
(Daily Press, 5th December.) | 


Tn |this (for Hongkong) rigorous weather 


. 8ome jkeen cricket and football will be looked 


for tp-day. The main event is the game 
on the Cricket Ground between the Interport 
XI andthe Rest of the H.K.C.C.; but there 
are also three League cricket matehes, and a 
The Rest of the Club 
ought to be able to give the Interport team 
(mings Lumsden, Cooper, an‘! Lowe, a valuable 
trio) p good fight, but they would have been 
stronger still had the Blenheim not been in 
Mirs Bay. The loss of Mng. Lieut. Moore, not 
to mention Lieuts. Norfolk and Mahon, Messrs. 


‘Silver and Batchellor, who all have claims to a 
plaeg, |is no light one. 


A. Rugby ganie to-day ocoupies the attention 
of the H.K.F.Ci, the opposition being furnished 
by a Naval XV1- As the Club is almost at full 
strength—the popular Mr. A. N. Other does 


not figure in the pack to-day—the result ought { Civil Service 


to be @. win for |the landsmen; but these naval 
teams} have a knack of showing up well when 
least pxpected.. The Associationists rest after 
their defeat on Thursday by the Royal Army 
Tempprance Association by 1 goal tonit, They 
did not oreate much of a sensation on that 
occasipn, but it must be remembered that they 
were not at all representative of the Club, 
and that the!| hard-working 
notable abséntes, being engaged in bowlin 
practices. It is to be trasted another mon 


CHINA OVERLAND TRADE REPORT. 


a 
will see a more regular side turn out; otherwise 
there will be small prospect of the Shield coming 
their way. The R.A,T.A. (whose initials, by the 
way, puzzled many) seam to have a fair team. 
I don't know whether the pledge was actually 
signed by the defeated side immediately after 
Thursday's game, as an obscure rumour says. 


The polo match to-day at Causeway Ba 
should provide an interesting spectacle. Scotland 
(Messrs C. H. Ross, F. fr. Lyon, R.N., J, 
Johnstone, and Lieut. Simpson) meet The 
World (Major Radcliff, Captains Nugent and 
Carleton, and Lieut. Knox, RN.). For over a 
year now the Scots have never been beaten. The 
Irish contingent is numerous now, but is feeling 
the lossof Captain Badham Thornhil!. Neverthe- 
less a challonga has been issued to Scotland and 
the match will probably come off soon. In that 
case it is expected that the acting Governor, 
for the first time in the history of the Colony, 
will be seen performing. H.E. would indeed have 
been in “The World’s " team to-day, but for an 
important yachting engagement. 


The date of the bowling match between the 
Hongkong Club and the German Club is fast 
approaching. On ‘hursday the Hongkong 
Claob team did very well in practice on their 
opponents’ alleys, and indeed the impression is 
now in favour of a victory for them, thourvh the 
Germans startel warm favourites. At any rate 
the contest on the llth and 12th instant 
promises excitemeut in bowling circles. 

24 griffins for the Jockey Club arrive here 
to-morrow by the Choysang from Shanghai, and 
(hey will be drawo for on Monday afternoon at 
4 o'clock, 


At the Hankow Autumn Race Meeting, com- 
pleted last week, the most successful owner was 
Mr. Fawcett with 6 firsts, 7 seconds, and 2 thirds. 
Mr, Bouchard followed with 5 firsts, 2 seconds, 
anda third. Mr. Moller was top in the list of 
jockeys by a long way, secoring 8 firsts and 
4 se-onds in 16 mounts. Mr. Cox had 4 firsts, 
5 seconds, and 2 thirds in 14 mounts.—The 
Foochow Autumn Meeting takes place on the 
8th inst. and following days. 


The S. Andrew's Stakes were ran last 
, Saturday at Shanghai in ideal weather. There 
were only three starters, so that the race was a 
sumewhat tame one. The distance was } mile 
and Mullah won easily by a length. The order 
of finishing was:—Mr., Ellis Kadoorie’s Mullah 
(Mr. P. Crighton), 1; Mr. C, Barff's Cheap 
Jack (Mr. Wuilleumier), 2; Mr. F. Gove's Usui 
(Mr. E. U. Reid), 3. 


(Daily Press, 12th November.) 

At noon to-day the cricket match betweon the 
Interport XI. and the Rest of the H.K.F.C. 
will be resumed on the Cricket Ground. Last 
Saturday the game left off in the position that 
the [nterport team had scored 235, whila the 
Rest had put together 78 for 4 wickets. Ags F. 
Maitland is playing in the bowling match bet ween 
the Hongkong and German Clubs, he will not 
turn out for the Rest, the substitute taking his 
place being A.G.M, Fletcher. Other cricket 
matches of interest to-day will be the League 
games between the H,K.C.C, Reserves and 
the Civil Servica C.C., Craigengower C.C. »v. 
Parsee C.C., and R.E. v. H.M.S. Yamar. 
It looks at present as if the H.K.C.C. 
Reserves and the Parsees were likely to have to 
fight for last place on the League table; but 
the premier club certainly ought to be able to 
geta much stronger reserve team together than 
has so far been done. To-day they are very weak. 


The Lrague table stands as follows : 


. PlseW. L. Dd. Pts 
AOC, 6 5 ] 0 15 
4 3 0 1 1 

ia. 4 2 2 0 6 

Craigengower ... 5 1 2 2 5 
R.AM.C. 1... 4 1 2 1 4 
H.M.S. Tamar .. 3 1 g 0 3 
H.E.C.C. “A”... 2 0 2 0 0 
Parsees wis 2 0 2 0 0 


The V. R. C. regatta is close on hand; ! 
captain was 4 arrangements in connection therewith aro for ‘ Kinnaird’s chnees, handicapping 


the most part completed. Wednesday and 
Thurday next are the days fixed. The V. BR. C. 
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crew contesting with the Boat Club for the 
Challenge Cup is:—A. E, Alves (stroke), 
G. 4. Rubi (2), C, BE, A. Hance (3), F. D. Bain 
(bow), and a cox. The V.R.C] at first had 
another team, of which J. Millar has stroke, but 
this has been scratched. The Boat Cinb crews 
entered for the Challenge Cup and Ioternational 
Race are:—(1) C. Mol. Messer, C. 
A. R. Rouse, F. W. Warre, and|a cox. 
Toelke, H. Brandes, C, Brehmer, p 
Koehler, and B. Siebs (cox) The Champion- 
ship contest appears greatly in favour of the Boat 
Club; their crew is a strong|one, and, in 


my opinion, in much better form than Alves’s 
ou 


Three crews from both V.R.:‘. and Boat 
Club have entered for the Ladiar’ Prize. Two 
of the Boat Club's crews are those entered for 
the Championship Cup and International 
Race; the third is as follows :—Konig, Berner, 
Carpenter, Hughes, and Kennett (cox), The 
V.R.C. crews are :—C. H. Rabid, C. A. Hance, 
H.C Austen, A. #. Alves, C. M! 8, Alves (cox). 
F, M. Rosa Pereira, J. A. 8. Alves, J, Miller, 
“. A. Musso, F. W. White (cor), F. Gidley, 8° 
Gidley, J. Witchell, 2. C. Witghell, B, Shep. 
herd (cox). 


Regarding the International Raco at the 
Regatta, I would give preference to England; 
Gertnany, however, is pretty strong. Quite 
a number of naval boats are entering for 
open events, and there are six entries for the 
Tub Sculling Race. ‘there will be a boys’ race 
also, for which Queen's College and the 
Diocesan School have entered. 


Quite a nomber of yachts, the Royal Hong- 
kong Yacht Club figuring prominent! , have 
entared for the Sailing Race of the Vv R. C. 
Regatta. I understand that bandicaps, etc., 
will be arranged on the basis of thoso used by 
the Yacht Club. 


No Royal Hongkong Yacht Club race 
towards this season's championship will be sailed 
(o-duy or to-morrow, but, as notified in the 
Daily Presa yesterday, there will be a Ladies’ 
Race for a prize presented by Col. L, F. Brown, 
R. E. The fifth Club Race will be sailed on 
Saturday, the 19th inst., and Sunday, the 20th, 
the Championship Class sailing on the Saturday 


The Canton Regatta, {aking place on the 18th 
and 19th inst., the two days following the V.R.C. 
Regatta,ought to prove agreatanqcess. Oneof the 
events, I understand, is to be a single-soull race, 
Hongkong crews leave on Frida evening, the 
18th inst., arriving at Canton jnext morning. 
Crows entered for the Light Gigs race are :— 
Powerful, 8. R. Moore, A. J. Mapkie, J. Cruick- 
shank (cox); Terrible, E. Hu hreys, F. W. 
White, H. M. Bain (cox); Jubilee, G. Rapp. 
R. Busso, A. E. Asger (cox), Hoagkongites who 
can get away ought to go up and back them up. 


Cyclists are taking full advantage of the 
opportunity afforded for training on the Taikoo 


track in view of the forthcoming sports. The 


handicappers are keaping their| eyes open for 
form, at those cyclists who turn out even at 
daybreak find someone present taking note, 
Since last sports the ranks of raping cyolists in 
the Colony have been numeronsly gdded to. 
MoKirdy and Austen are generally fayoured for 
the event—the 5 Mile Open—but they have to 
face some competitors whese abilities cannot be 
despised. L. T'weomey, I believe, has raced at 
the Crystal Palace and shows good form. 
Forbes and Palmer sre going strong. Amoug 
other probable starters are R. Witchell, Steven- 
son(?), Kruse, Sinclair, Holmes) and a sports- 
man whose swarthy complexion bespeaks tho 
Asiatic. Barring “dark horsps,” the three 
I have named first should ba in the front when 
the line is crossed. 


So far ag the flat racing is ¢oncerned, the 
Half Mile is the event that vill) draw out the 
talent of the Colony. There is a lot of hard 
training going on “on the quiet.” I have not 
heard of anything however that should spoil 
rmitting. 
encounter 


But Ji Watson should give him a sti 
for premier honours, 
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“2 . THE HONGKONG WEEKLY PRESS AND 


. {Am Adelaide telegram at the ond of last 
month anticipated a series of victurics for the 
Hnglish oticket team in Anstralia after their 
handsome||iwin over New South Wales, the 
Strongest |State team in Australia. ‘The first 
est match was to commence yestorday at 
Sydney, concluding on Tuesdey next. The 


4 alt will! bo looked for eagerly. It is plain. 


‘hat Mr. Warner's men have so far more than 
yed uplito their repntations. With regard 
d the probable Australian team to meet them, a 
plebrscite started by one of the Australian papers 
gave the'|following uames:—Hill, ‘J'rumper, 
Armstrong, Duff, Noble, Kelly, Laver, Saunders; 
Hopking, |Jennings, Howell. Emergeucies— 
Marsh, ‘I'ravers, and Hack. 
: OMPAX. 


7 CRICKET, 
a 


INTERPORT XI. 0. REST OF H.K.C.C. 

It has been decided to continue this game, 
hich commenced on the Cricket Ground on 
he Sth inst. to-day so that there is 
every. prospect of a finish. The Luter- 
port team took the field withont Lumsden and 
Yooper, and the twelfth man, A. R. Lowe, being 
so unable to play, T. C. Gray, who was in 
Shanghai with the team, and Capt. Nicholas, 
i.N., were brought in to make up the eleven. 
it was a little after 12.15 when ‘l'urner and R. 
Hancock went to the wicket for the Interport 
tam, who had won the toss. A_bad start 
as made, as at 5 Turner was bowled by Wall, 
However, on Pearce joining Hancock a stand 
as made and runs came at a good pace until 
tiffin time, when the board read 44-1-1. On 
psumption’ both batsmen got to work soon, 
nd changes of bowling were without avail. 
it was not inntil 83 had bsen put on for the 
pcond wicket that Hancock fell a victim to 
Rimington! with a steady 27 to his credit. 
Dixon was next in, but after making one ran 
s bowled! by Chichester. H. Hancock followed 
Him and soon brought the 100 up. The same 
hataman quite outpaced Pearce in the rate of 
scoring, though Pearce was by uo means idle, 
Consequently the bowlers had a poor time 
indeod, though frequently relieved. It was not 
antil 177 that Pearce succumbed for an excellent 
79. Ward came in, and it was now settled that 
the game should go on next Saturday, so that no 
declaration of the innings was necessary. A bad 
poll followed for the Interport men, Ward leaving 
191, Arthur at 201, and Nicholas at 205, On 
Fray coming to the wicket the rot was stopped, 
4nd Hancock’sscore began to approach Pearce’s. 
ariously jenough, when it did reach 79, 
Chichester! cut it short. Tho innings was a fine 
effort, including 13 foursand made up of a variety 
of good strokes. 226 for 8. Bird failed to score, 
ad at 235 Gray was bowled for a serviceable 

8, Smith carrying his bat without scoring. 
Tho Regt opened their innings with Maitland 
ad Irwin to the bowling of Dixon and Pearce. 
Again the start was bad, Irwin being bowled at 
14, and Mait‘and, afte’ making 17 out of 25, 
ollowing suit. De Paris and Wall then got 
ogether, and though Dixon’s bowling puzzled 
both and bumped a good deal they managed to 
defy him and tho other, bowlers until 78 had 
been scored. Then R. Hahcock in his first over 
dismissed Wall, while Rimington, who succeeded 
him, left without an addition to the score. 
Stumps were then drawn for the day, the board 


treading 78-4-0. The game will be resumed on 


yinext, as we have said. Present scores 
md analysis :— 
! INTERPORT TEAM. 
W. CUD. Turner, b Wall .....csscscecescenees 
T. EB.) Pearce, b Wall .........sesceee 


a-33. 


— 
ODMrtca 


O. Bird, b Chichester .......cessssesane 
‘Smith, R.A., not oub 0... 


Bl acs. 


Total ... 20.200 soncessae sre coe ese cees 
sot BEsT OF CLUB, 
F. Maitland, b J. T. Dizon... se. 
A. Irwin, B.N., b J. T. Dizon... 
Eng.t Lent. do Paris, B.N., not out 


‘Engl aut. Wall, E.N., o sab. (Ward), 
eof Migtagten, Fb  Hancook 


Total (4 wickets) sissies 7 


| 


@ 


/ 


BOWLING ANALYSIS. 
INTRSPORT TEAM. 


°O. 
Wall hacia tee oie 21 
Sercombe Smith............ 12 
Kimington 0... GO 
Chichester ...........-.-60 19-4 


FOOTBALL. 
— 
H.K. B.C, ¥, A NAVAL TEAM, 

Llayed on the 5th inst. on the Happy Valley 
ground, this game resulted in a victory for the 
Naval team by 5 tries (15 points) to 1 goal 
from a mark (4 points).:‘The Navy team on this 
occasion took amplerevenge for the heavy defeat 
inflicted by the homesters on a representative 
fifteen of the “jads in blue” last week, and 
throughout the game proved themselves smarter 
on the ball and more accurate in their bouts of 
passing than their opponenta; but the real cause 
of their victory was a decided superiority iu 
working the scums. This, however, was dis- 
counted by the feeble attempts to score from the 
goal-kicks, they not being able to convert any 
of the five tries gained. 

The Club won the toss and set up an attack 
on the Naval goal, and a minor was conceded. 
From the drop out the Naval three-quarters 
got going, but were checked before getting 
dangerous, and from the resulting scram the 
home team secured the ball and attacked in 
turn. Play was hereabouts of a fairly even 
character, the defence on both sides proving 
equal to all emergencies. Sorums were fre- 
quent, and both Hurdon and Stoyle for the 
Navy found touch. The Navy were now con- 
fining the game to the home tiwenty-five, and 
Deveulle spoilt a fine chance of getting across 
the line by holding the ball too long. However, 
they were not to be denied, and Bigg at length 
broke through and grounded the ball. Hurdon’s 
kick for goal was unsuccessful. The Navy were 
now playing a fine game, the thres-quarters 
exhibiting fine combination, and in spite of the 
Club forwards’ efforts, were more than holding 
their own. The Club, from a break-away, ob- 
tained a free kick, but could turn it to no 
account, ‘Then from a scrum Parker secured 
the ball, and evading all opposition got over the 
line. Again the kick was futile. Stoyle, who 
was playing 4 sterling game, almost succeeded 
in getting through on seyeral occasions. How- 
ever, it was only » matter of time for the Navy 
to score again, and at length Bigg crowned a 
splendid run by grounding behind the posts ; 
again the goal kick failed. T'he score at half 
time was:—The Naval Team—d tries 
(9 points); H.K U.F.C.—0. On resuming, the 
home three-quarters tried to get away, but bad 
passing nullitied their efforts, Barnes, however, 
at length got placed, and scored a pretty mark- 

al for the Club. The Naval team again got 
into the home twenty-five, but from a scrum 
Crake relieved tho pressure with a powerful 
pant up the field. They were not to be denied, 

owever, and Storle got away and ran through 
all opposition and got across. The goal-kick 
was successful, but was disallowed by the 
referee. The Club were now showing to better 
advantage, but were unable to score, and with 
Deveulle ayvain getting over for the Navy 
the game ended — 
Naval Team—5 tries (15 points.) 
H.K.R.F.C.—1 goal from a mark (4 points.) 

The teams were :— 

H.K.R.F.C.—W. A. Crake, back; O. J. 
Barnes, W. R. Robertson, Lieut. P. H. Camp- 
bell, snd K. A. Sclanders, three-quarters; A 
G. N. Fletcher and A. Gordon, halves; E. R. 
Hallifax, E. O. C. Wolfe, H. F. Chard, H. C., 
Sandford, A. Boyd, Lieut. Dutton, P. 8. Jame- 
son, and Lieut, E. Rogers, forwards. 

The Navy—Hurdon, back; Stoyle, King. 
Parker, and Bigg, three-quarters; Davis and 
Deveulle. halves; Barnby, Formby, Rice, 
Kellett, Smith, Rowley, Rieve, and Cornabe, 
forwards, 

Referee, Mr. T. G. B. Davies. 


All the Japanese newspapers of Tokyo unite 
in saying that a long telegram reached the 
Russian Legation from S. Petersburg on the 
forasnoon of the 2ist instant, and thut its con- 
tents seem to have been at once communicated 
to the Foreign Office. Nothing, however, is 
known as to the contents of the message, and 
the.Japan Matt doubts ite existence. 


[December 14, 1908. 
ROYAL HONGKONG GOLF CLUB. 


The following cards wer returned for the 
meeting held from the 5th tp the 7th Decem- | 


ber :-— 


CAPTAIN'S 
Mr. J. E. Lee waa ae 
Mr, H. W. Shallard 

Dr. C. W. May: ... a 
Dr. A. J. Willams 

Mr. BE. A. Fam ___.. 
Mr. K. McK. Ross 
Mr..N. J. Stabb ... 
Hon. G. Stewart ... 

Mr. H.C. Sandford . 
Mr. W. C. D. Turner ,., 


Hon. G. Stewart ... 
Mr. T. C. Gray 


t 
t 


“108 — 16 = 92 
14 entries. 


SHOOTING. 


BIFLE ASSOCIATION ¥. - RANGE STAFF. 


This match was fired on the Sth instant 
on the Kowloon Rifle Range and resulted in & 
win for the Naval Range-: 


unable to attend. The 

thus unexpectedly to taka his place—ao ve 
poor substitute, and even then the Agsociatio: 
team were one man short and shot nine agai 


Sergt. Cross... ... 
Sergt.-Instr, Griffiths 
Pte. Evans... . 

S. Chase, P.O.T.... 
G. Allen, P.O.T. ... 


Counted out, 
ASSOCIATION. 
Ng era R.E. 82 
R. Lapsley ...° . 
Sapper Robertson, R.E. 
A. Watson ... ... 2. (29 © 
Sergt. Thornhill, R.E. 31 
Sapper MacEwen, R.E. |32 
W. Pitt... 00 . . [BL 
J. Pidgeon ... 0... «+. /27 


Counted out, 65. 
a 


A QUEEN’S ROAD JO8S-HOUSE. 


Curious, typically Chiuese, and filthy to a 
degree are tho first impressions of the Hung 
Sing Wang, 2 Chinese joss-house in Queen's 
Koad East. On one side it is bounded by a shop 
on the other by a curious gdmixture of rock ant 
decayed masonry, It fronts Queen’s road; 
over the back may be spena green slope of 
hillside. The roof is “ supported " by stone lions ; 
itisof green glazed tiles surmounted by lines 
of protruding cement-work, profusely sculptured 
in curious designs, Chinese characters, as well 
as gilt-work that has seen better days, are plenti- 
fully scattered over the facing of the building, 
Walls themselves are of carved granite and 
‘dark-coloured brick-work. Pieces of colo ured 

er hang over the central gate-way, Such a 
buildin , indeed, makesa curious picture amongst 
the indeed structures aronnd it. On entering,a 

caretaker, or priest—it would be hard to say 
which, for, unlike the Baddhist monk he wears 
8 queue—pats his rice-bow! and chop-sticks on 
one side, asking in pidjin |Boglish “ Look seo P’ 
All within the building isigrime; thousands and 
tuousands of joss-sticks have smouldered away 
in the big braes pot. Now, absence: of . 
smoke bespeaks lack of virtue. The gentleman 
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COMMERCIAL. 


; TEA. 

“  ‘Mésars. Welch, Lewis & Co. in their last Cir- 
cular states 1+ Brack Taa.—Bince our last advices 
we hhyve t» report an eager demand for good com- 
men |Congou| and such quality has been cleared 

off the market at ‘I'ls. 16-174 per picul. We 

think most df the buying has been for the Russian 
market. Geen Txa.—The small stock of Coun- 
try Tea remaining when we last wrote has either 
been! sold on {shipped off,” and the market for 
these teas id |closed. Some further local packs 
have been shdwn, and part hava found buyers at 
easy|rates, the quality of the majority of these 
teasjis very) low. Pingsuey.—A small business 
haz passed at unchanged prices. Stock amounts 
to 9,000 half-chests of common teas. Foong 

Mees and Sou Mees.—I'he market for Foong 

M has strengthened, but Sou Mees remain 

unaltered. |The stock is small, consising of 1.500 

halfichests. Hyson.—The market is quiet and a 

soc in in|prices is noticeable; although the 

C 


stock is large, viz, 15,000 balf-chests teamen are 
not forcing kales. 

|| SILK. 

Mes-rs. A | R. Burkill & Sons, in their circular 
dated 3rd December, state:-—-The honre market 
is quiét; prices unchanged. Raw Silk.—Since 
the|d-te of our last issue there has been little 
business doing. Yellow Silk.—A small business 
has| been transacted in Mienchews at slightly 
reduced price) Hand Filatures.—A small busi- 
ness has.been done in new style Filatures for 
New York. “Steam Filatures——Nothing doing. 
Waste Silk.There exists a good demand for 
Gum Wastejat easier rates. 


SUGAR. 
ONGKONG, 11th December.—Tho tone of the 
market has improved and the prices are con- 


sequently gaing downward. 
Shekloong ‘Ko. 1, White...... $8.60 to $8.65 
| N 


pels 


cee » 2, White...... 7.55 to 17.60 ,, 

Jo. o. 1, Brown 5.95 to 6.00 ,, 

Do. » 2, Brown... 5.85 to 6.90 ,, 

Swatow, No. 1, White...... 8.45 to 8.50 ,, 

Do. . » 2 White ..... 7.45 to 7.50 ,, 

0. » Ll, Brown...... 5.90 to 5.95 ,, 

0. » 2, Brown..... . 5.65 to 6.70 , 

Foochow Sugar Candy ......... 12.85 to 12.90 ,, 

Shekloong gas © Spaces 10.75 to 10.80 ,, 
RICE. 


Honaxona llth December.—The upwaid ten- 


deticy continues, holders being firm. 

Baigon, Ordinary ccccccecseesserneeeeers $3.10 to $3.15 
7 Round, Good quality ......... 4.75 to 4.50 
i LONG ..ceceeesseeseree ees eneenees 5.00 to 5.09 

Sim, Field mill cleaned, No. 2 ...... 3.75 to 3.80 
% Garden, 4 No. L vse 4.40 to 4.45 
* White, ccccccccccorcsrceseneseroneces 4.90 to 4.95 
" Bine Cargo vicccccccseeseeseeeaees 5.35 to 5.40 

OPIUM. 


1ith December.— 
notations are:—Allowance net. to | catty. 


Malwa NeW. $960 to $980 per picul. 
Malwa Old .........00. $1,000 _—_— to $1,020 do. 
Malwa Older............ $1,04) to $1,060 do. 
Malwa V. Old ..........31,C80 to $1,100 do. 
Persian fine quality....>810 to — do. 
Persian extra fine....... $820 to — do. 
Patna New .........65 $1,185 to — per cheat. 
Patna Old ..........006 — to — do. 
Benares New .......6 $1,185 to — do. 
Benares Old ........000- _ to — do. 


MISCELLANEOUS IMPORT. 


Honexona, 20th Nov.—The prices ruling are 


as! follows :— 
Corton Yarn— 


Bombay—Nos. 10 to 20, ...8 90.00 to $128,00 
'English—Nos. 16 to 24 
» 22 to 24, ... 120.00 to 128.00 
» 28 to 32, ... 136.00 to 142.00 
38 to 42, 


. Beported sales 1,500 bales. 
Cotton PIECE Goops— 


per piece 
Grey Shirtings—6 lbs. .......... 2.30 to 2.40 
7 Wba. ween 2.30 to 2.80 
8.4 lbs. ..,...3.50 to 425 
9 to 10 lbs....4.30 to 5,50 
White Shirtings—54 to 56 rd. 2.90 to 3.25 
, 58 to 60 ,, 3.50 to 4.00 
64 to 66 ,, 4.25 to 5.75 
Fine......... 6.00 to 8.50 
Book-folds 5.00 to 8.00 


THE HONGKONG WEEKLY PRESS AND ‘ 


| per piece 
Victoria Lawns—12 yards ... 0.85 fo 1.75 


T.Cloths—6lbs. (32 in.), Ord’y.2.30 to 2.80 
Tlbs.(32,,), » 2.50 to 3.00 
6lbs. (32,, ), Mexs. 2.50 to 3.00 
7lbs.(32,, ), , 3.10 to 3.30 
8 to 8.4 02., (36 in.) 3.30 te 4.05 
Drills, English—4 yds., 133) , ~- = 
tolalba. 5 4.75 to 7.30 
Fancy Cotrons— 
ays . _)} 
Turkey Red Shirtings—1} to. 19, tg 40) 
8 \ba. § 
Brocades —Dyed ..ccccccsccceeeeee - w — 
DamwasKs-— 
per yard 
Chintzes— Assorted seceeeeeee 12 to 0.25 
Velvets—Black, 22 in ......... 0.28 to 0.474 
Velveteens—18 in. ...........ee0e 0.19 to 0.23 
; per dozen 
Handkerchiefs—Imitation Silk 0.30 to 4.00 
W oolLENS— 
per yard 
Spanish Stripes—Sundry chops 0.774 to 2.25 
German .....0.cccanseeesesescecoseees — to — 
Habit, Med., and Broad Cloths 1.25 to 3.50 
per pieco 
long Ells-—Scarlet, 7-10 lbs. 6.95 to 9.30 
Asserted .,....... 7.10 to 945 
Camlets—Assorted..c.....c.0 12.50 to 33.00 
Lastings—30 yds., 31 aches { = 
° hecortad. jus: 12.50 to 22.50 
Orleans—Plain, 31 in. ......... 10.09 to — 
per pair 
Blankets—S to 12 Ibs. ......... 0.60 to 0.80 
Fine quality ...... 1.25 to 1.85 
M eTALS— 
per picul 
Tron—Nail Rod ...... cece eeee es 4.2) to 


Square,FlatRoundRar(Eng.) 420 to 


Swedish Bar ...............+-5 4.25 to — 

Small Round Rod ............ 460 to — 

Hoop & to 11/2 im. cecesecceeee 6.50 to 

Wire, 16:25 02. sesseeccseeseseeee 925 to — 

Wire Rupe, Old woe 300 to — 

METAL8S— 3 
per picul 

Lead, L.B.& Co.and HoleChop 8.50 to 

Australian ....ccceceeeeeeeenn ee 8.60 to 


Yellow M’tal—Muntz 14 2002.40.00 to 
Vivian’s 14'20 02.40.00 to 


Elliot’s 14,290z4.0.0 to 
Composition Nails. .......eseee 61.00 to 
Japan Cupper, Slabs.. -..........38.50 to 
3 et, eer err rrr rarrrerrrrr nr 81.00 _ to 
per box 
Tin-Plates ...cccceeeeeeeceeeeeeee 7.30 to — 
per cwt, cass 
Steel } to b vcscsceceesee tener eeee 6.30 to — 
SuNDRIES— 
per picul 
Quicksilver... ceseeeseeeeesenees 164.00 to — 
per box 
Window GIAS8 .......eeee scenes 4.50 to — 


Messrs. Noél, Murray & Co., in their pieces goods 
trade report of 3rd December, state:—From the 


appearance of things there is a decidedly more 
confident fecling that troubles of a warlike nature: 


are averted at least for the present, but this may 


cnly be the lull before the storm. If, according 
to current reports, there is any truth in the 
rumours that Japan is willing to let Russia, after 
all, have a free hand in Manchuria, in return for 
a like concession on her part with regard to Corea 
the tension may be relaxed pro. tem.—but what 
about the stipulation in the United States Treaty 
with reference to the opening of certain inland 
That may possibly be 
the contingency Japan is relying on to help her; 
it is thought, however, the whole complexion of 
the situation may be changed when the Diet 
micets in Tokyo on the 6th inat., and until then it 
is an open question what may happen. Although 
, + 114,00 to 120.00 | thore is a fair demand from tho outports general- 
ly, and especially from iguana dealers ane 
themselves unable to buy, asa rule owing to the 
.- 155.00 to 170.00 firmness of holders. Sane of the latter, however, 
are taking advantage of the opportunity of get- 
ting rid of old stocks that have hung fire for 
months past, and are obtaining comparatively 
Buyers are also anxious to 
get hold of goods afloat, but importers refuse to 


citie?, misnamed Ports? 


satisfactory prices. 


name any prices at present. This of course come 


about by the much stronger markets in Manches- 
ter and New York, and with the exception 
sible 
tomake any forward contracts. The truth of the 
reports concerning the probable shortness of the 
cotton crop in the States is evidently assured now, 


of a few specialities it is quite im 
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' and|the price is rapidly advancing, the quotation 


for Mid-American coming yesterday 6.40d. With 
such a price so early in the season, when probably 
not! more than two million bales have been 
marketed, it is little wonder the home markets 
are excited. At the same time Manchester. is 
active owing toa sudden revival in the demand 
for India, that has been held back for so long, 
which leaves a very poor lookout for buyers for 
China. Nor can they satisfy their wants in the 
States, for there the home market has realised the 
necessity of buying prowptly, and the situation is 
described as excited and active. Supplies here 
promise to be very light in the Spring, as there 
is no chance now of any material increase in the 
home export, the figures for last.month being only 
12,000,009 yards of Plain Cottohs for Hongkong 
and Shanghai, which makes it certain that the 
total for the twelve months will be 33 per cent. 
less than last year. Tientsin is waking up at last, 
or at least is showing signs of more life, although 
rather late in the day. It is said the Shensi 
merchants are buying goods and have put the 
price of American Sheetings.up two mace per 
piece, which purchases may account for part of 
the money recently withdrawn from the port. 
Clearances hence are improving and fair 
quantities are expected to be shipped before the 
Oth inst., when the last direct steamer will clear, 
The Port, however, will still be in touch with this 
via Chingwantao. ‘There is no change apparent 
in chefoo, the market there being quiet but steady. 
For Szechuen there is quite a healthy demand 
now, especially for 8.4-lb. Shintings, Fast Black 
Italians and Yarn, and an improvement is also 
noticeable in the offtake for the markets lower 
down the River. Hankow is taking White 
Shirtings more frecly, while other makes are 
receiving rather better attention. Ningpo is 
buying the heavy makes of Shirtings more 
especially at present. ‘The Corean trade is 
improving and goods of the favorite chops are 
going off with some freedom now. 


MISCELLANEOUS EXPORTS 

Per Steamer Hamburg, sailed on 25th Nevem- 
ber. For Colombo:—i94 bags beans, 15 boxes 
glassware. For Aden :—750 bags sugar, 90 rolls 
chinaware, 20 bundles galangal. For Suez:—5s 
cases prescrves, 2 cases essential oil, 4 cases silk. 
For Port Said:—12 rolls mattings. For Naples:-— 
50 half-chests tea, 5 cases staraniseed oil. For 
Genoa :—400 boxes cassia, 227 bales raw silk, 51 
bales waste silk, 25 cases essential oil, 25 boxes 
gtaraniseed. For Antwerp :—5() bales feathers. 
For Antwerp/Hamburg :—35 boxes bristles. For 
Amaterdam/Rotterdam:—179 rolls matting, 75 
cases ginger. For Amsterdam :—350 bales bam- 
boo scraps, 204 bales canes. For Bremerhaven : 
—2 rolls matting. For Bremen :—519 half-chests 
tea, 20 cases preserves, 13 cases private effects. 
For Hamburg :—528 half-chests tea, 189 bales 
feathers, 150 boxes cassia, 22 cases bristles, 20 
boxes cassia oil, 18 cases black woodware, 10 cases 
aniseed vil, 8 cases feathers, 4 bales rattanshawing, 
4 cases sundries, 3 cases Chinaware. For London:— 
173 rolls watting, 25 boxes cassia oil. Jor Copen- 
hagen :—8 bales feathers. 


a 


Per Steamer Polyphemus, sailed on 28th Novem- 
ber. For London:—24 packages private effects, 
Tea 2,050 boxes eed caper (45,050 lbs.), 75 
cases chinaware, 4,132 bales hemp, 14 cases pitch, 
G cases nutmegs, 62 cases cigars, 63 cases gum, 113 
cases sholls, 400 buffalo hides, 10 packagea stores, 23 
cases bristles, 38cases ginger, 100 casks ginger, 
220 bales feathera, 50 casks ginger, 10 casks soy, 30 
bales cance. For London and/or Glasgow:—2u0 
casks ginger, 200 cases ginger. For Glasgow :— 
60 cases ginger. For London and/or Hamburg : — 
20 cases essential oil. For Havro and/or Antwerp: 
—90 rolls mats. For various ports :—35 packages 
sundries. 


For London :—1,502 boxes tea, 200 bales waste silky 
50 bales raw silk, 10 cases silk P. goods, 20 cises 
bristles, & cases hair, 4 cases feathers. 6 cases 
cigars, 7 cases suudries, For Manchester: —1$u 
hades waste silk. For Lyons: -290 bales raw 
silk, 1 box feathers. For Marse‘lles :—s30 bales 
waste silk, 134 bales pierced cococns, 100 bales raw 
silk, 4 cases hair, | caso feathers. For London 
and/or Maachester :—125 bales waste silk, 


Per P.& O. Steamer Formosa, sailed on 11th 
December. For London:—805 half-chests tea 
from Amoy, 5,415 boxes tea, 1,430 rolls mats and 
matting, 100 casks preserves, 25 cases preserves, 
113 cases chinaware, 15 cases vermillion, 5 cases 
feathers, 21 cases rattanware, 2 cases copperware, 
21 cases blackwcodware, 3 cases cigars, 12 bales 
canes. For Manchester:—z00 bales waste silk. 
For Glasgow :—5 cases woodware, 5 cases cam- 
ohiee ood trunks. For Gibraltar:—5 casea cigars. 


Per P. & O. Steamer Chusan, sailed on 5th Dec., * 


fe 


pesprpateitiacs (ya. 20 


fo 
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Hanxow, 2nd: December.—The prices quoted 
are for the net shipping weight excluding cost of 


CHINA OVERLAND TRADE REPORT. 


Closing quotations are as follows:— 


packing for export :— Company. Parp upe.| QuooraTions, 
_ Per pieul. | Bartks— . 
4 Cowhides, best sélected (Winte: cargo) Tle. 33.00| Hongkong & S'bai...| $125 ( $675 
af Do. seconds ........c cece sseeteceseee 9 28.60 UL'don, £64. 10s. 
- Buffalo hides, best sclected ...... ccecsese 3 22.00 Natl ane of China A 
: Goatskins,untanned (chiefly whitecolour),, 65.00 B. Sh URS se 48 $00, buyers 
Buffalo Horns (average 3lbs. cach) ...... » 10.75 EF eon eas oa oe0, buyers 
White China Grass (Wuchang and/or Rr ie Shares) et ely 
Poochi) ....... sedan dada sdcdaweprane ts cabestets 5: Me sheebos: Ban #1. 65, sellers 
White China Grass (Sinshan and/or Canton, Hongkong Ice $10 |$10, nominal 
Chayt)  ...ccedieccccccesccccsscseeesesssseee gp 10.75 Campbell, Moore & Co. $10 [340 
; Green China Grass (Szechucn) ....sseee 99 11.60 China-Borneo Co., Ld. $12 |88, sales 
as: “SMEG, “est cicentanil stoner tiesiuee naieblasneeias 5,00 | ChinaLight Power) | — 1g [35 
3 ¢ id eee deeee » . Co., Ld . 
White Vegetablp Tallow (Kinchow) ... 4, 11.20) yc? Boy e'ar? Sa whe tae 
White [Vegetable Tallow (Pingchew Gis Prov. L. & M. Ape 89.25 
andjor Machohig) o...ccscsesseeeneees veeee gy 11,00 re eae aan eee 
, = Cigar Companies-— 
Green Vegetable Tallow (iva) sonucs 1400 | , Alhambra Limited | — $500 |s250 
d imal Tallow J........ adie cigste bene | 11.00 al Ue Tobacco ) $50 |315, sellers 
i Gallnuts (usualishape) ......-...scsseeeee » «619.001, frat, Co., Ld. 5 
a Do.| (Plum!) do. c.c..ceecssesseeeeee 9p 20.50 Cotton Mills— F 
: Black Bristls d....cccscsecccsccscccseceesecoee "120.09 | EWO  ssseseeeesessen Te. 100 |Tls. 40 
‘Feathdra (Greyjandjor White Duck) ... ,, 20.0'| [uternational Ts. 75 |Ts. 25 
TUrMexic oo. ddicccecceceeneenneeseeeecoeenenes "3.60 | Laon Kung Mow . Ps. 100 Ts 35 
Sesamtam Seed |i......ccceccscessessecceeeeees » 8.90 Soychee ...ceeeeeees. ‘T'ls, 500 |Tls. 200 
Sesampm Seed Oi)... scsseceseceseeeees 7 17.90 Pee St ste seneeeees ee cies 
spk Airy Farm ...scccsese $0 }>'Zy, buyers 
Vegetable Tallgw Seed Oil vv. cseeee : i Ronwiok Co. Ges. $25 |3474 
* — g'o9 | Green Island Cement. $10 |$244, buyers 
S Hongkong & C. Gas.... £10 |$140, buyers 
a 219 a 
SHARE REPORTS. Hongkong Electric { Gece 
Honexona,} llth December, 1903.--Enquiry | 17, H. LE. ‘Tramways... 8100 $390, sellers 
has cqntinued active throughout the past week, | Hk Steam Water- Gas 
and alfair volume of business lias again been| oat Co., Ld. ...... } $:0 | ) $153, buyers 
_ booked at c rrent rates. 2 ; Hongkong Hotel ...... $50 |$148, buyers 
Ba KS. —~ Hongkong aud Shanghais con- | Hongkong Ice. ......... $25 |$245, sellers 
tinns| to rple' firm, with sales at $675, and | H.& K. Wharf &G.... $50 |$93, buyers 
proba le further buyers at the rate. London | Hongkong Rope......... $50 $145, sellers 
quo £64. 10s. Od. There is no o ange in | H. & W. Dock .......... $50 |$205 
Nationals:‘which are still enquired for at $30. Insurance— 
BINE| INSURANCES.—Unions have been | Canton..........s $50 |$175 
bookdd at $4874, and more shares are procurable | China Fire ............ $60 |$90, sellers 
. at $490, China Tr-ders are. in the market at China Traders seepee! 825 $57, ex div..cc!} srs 
$57 ex the dividend of $4 per share for 1902 Hongkong Fire ...... $50 $310, sellers 
paid on the 9thinst. North Chinas, Yangtszes, ae China... i Lean 
and |Can'ons j arc unchanged and without Sanat ageeseceresenenens $ be Rice ee 
business. ioamea wuidieg = | 
aes a EMIT Gag Ga (ether alse HongkongLand Inv.| $100 $151 ,salostbuyers 
Chinbs are still onoffer at $90 omphreys Bee, le 
8 al al ou. Kowloon Land & B. $30 1335 
Sxiprine._Hongkorg, Canton and Macaos WostPoint Building $50 |$524, sales 
are feasier with probable sellers at $324.) Luzon Sugar............. $100 |$10, sellers 
Indo-Chinas have declined to $75 sellers, | Manila Invest. Co., Ld. $50 [$15 
_ China and Manilas and Dovglases are un- | Mining— 
changed with probable sellers at quota- Charbonnages ...... Fcs.250 |$600, sellers 
tions, Star Ferries have been booked at $29 | Jelebu........... $5 150 cents, sellers 
Punjom ............ $11 }$1.50, sellers 
Do. Preference... $1 /30 cents 
RaubS ....cecceeeeee eee 18/10 |§8, sellers 
Transports are easier with sellers at £1 2s, Od. | New Amoy Dock ...... 863/838, sellers 
after elas at £1. 2s, 6d. . £ Powell, Ld metaa te diseaba suis $10 |§9 
REFINERIES.—China Sugara have been the ae e a ot ais 350 |$18 
medium of a fair business at $104 and $105, Hogelac. Sten. hic $50 $30 
closing steady at the latter rate. Luzous are| 47 aban end M P 815 |$32} 
still|in the market at S10. Indo-China 8. N. ...| £10 |$75, sellers 


INING.—We have heard of no business 
, under this head, and quotations are unchanged. 
Docks, WHARVES AND Gopowns.—Hong- 
kong and Whampoa Docks have not attracted 
much attention, and the market closes with pro- 
bable sellers at $205. Hongkong and Kowlo n 
Wharves have ruled firm with sales at $J1, 
$91f and $92, closing with further buyers at 
thellatter rate, New Amoy Docks continue on 
offar at $38. Farnhams have declined in the 
North to Tis, 1174 with sales and further 
buyers. 
Yanpos, Horets axp Buitpinas.—Hong- 
kong Lands are firm with sales and buyers at 
$151. Kowloon Lands and West Points are 
steddy at $35 and $524 respectively, with sales 
of the latter at quotation. Humphreys Estates 
have been booked at $11 and clcse in request. 
Hongkong Hotels are more gene:ally enquired 
for| and can now be placed at the advanced rato 
of $148. : : 
{(‘oTton Mriis.— Ewos have advanced to 
yg Hongkongs continue firm with buyers 
at $15. 
MIscELLANEOUS.—Grvea Island Cements 
aré firmer with buyers at $243. Watsons have 
again been, jbooked at S14}. China Borneos 
haye been bros off the market at $8, Electrics 
(olf) have!|been booked, and are in farther 
request at $12}; ihe new issae can be procured 
at B6Z. hina ‘Providents have sold at $94, 
oo Powells'at $9. Watkins aro on offer at 


| 
| 
| 


and |$30 for the old issue, and $19 and $19} 
for the new, closing with sellers of the fo:mer 
at $30 and buyers of the latter ut $19. ¢ hell 


Shell Transport an £1) |£1. 28. Od. sellers 


Trading Co...... 


$10 |$30, sellers 
Star Ferry......... { $5 |$19, buyers 
S.C. F. Boyd & Co., Ld JT1s. 100 |Tls. 117}, buyers 
Shanghai and’Hong- ) 
_ kong Dyeing and $50 ($50, nominal 
Cleaning Co., Ld.) 
TebrauPlanting Co.... $5 |jnominal 


Unitea Asbestos ....... $4 |$u, buyers 


DO sii cvssseeseees $10 ($210 buyers 
Watkins Ld............. $10 |s7}, : 
Watson & Co., A.5.... $10 |$14},sales &sellers 


VERNON & SMYTH, Brokers. 


SHancaHal, 4th December. 

Messrs. J. P. Bisset & Co., in their report dated 
4th inst., state: We have again to report a good 
business during the past week in our principal 
stocks, Indo-Chinas, Farnhams, and Langkats, and 
‘business has pretty ‘ate heen confined to these. 
The T. T. rate on Londva to-day is 2/54. Banks. 
—H, & S. Banks. A very consideruble rise has 
taken place in this stock. shares are wanted in the 
South at $6673: it is mie believed that the 

, Bank has had a phenominal half year. The latest 
London quotation is £64. Marine Insurance.— 
Business has been done in North Chinas at Ts. 

: 220 vash, and in Unions at $787} ex. 73. China 
Traders are wanted at! 860 and Yangtazes have 
been placed at $125.’ Fire (surance.—China 
Fires have been cent to Hongkong at $37 ex. 713. 
There are now buyers) at $88. Hongkong Fires 
are quoted nominal gt §315. Shipping.~—Indo- 


‘SovEREIGNS, Bank’s Buying Rate 811.70 
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Chinas.—The market opened on the 27th ulto. 
with sales at Tls. 54 Novembor and 65 December. 
On the 28th shares were placed at Tis. 644 and 65 
cash, 65 and 56 December and 54 March. 30th 
cash shares were placed at 56; on the Ist inst. 
shares were placed at 54 for March, and on the 
2nd at 53} cash. 66 December and 54/53 March. 
On'the 3rd at 56 cash and 64 March. There is 
a demand for shares by short sellers for the 
December settlements. Douglases are wanted in 
Hongkong at $30. Shanghai Tugs & Lighters. 
Preference shares have been placed at Tis. 67¢. 
Docks & Wharves.—8. C, Farnham.—A consider- 
able business has been done in these at fairly 
steady rates. The market opened on the 27th 
ulto. with sales at Tls. 125/126 November, 129/127 
December, 1275 March. On the 28th 126 © 
ensh and December, 127} March. On the 
lst December 130 December and March. 
On the 2nd 129 cash, 180/128} December, 127 
February, 130/181/128 March, 181 April. On the 
3rd 128 cash, 1284 December, 129 March. At 
closing the market is quiet, a sale being reported 
for March at Tls. 128. Hongkong & amMpos 
Docks are quoted nom. §207. Shanghai & 
Hongkew Wharves. A slight decline has taken 
lace in these, business being done on the Ist inst, 
at Ts. 2124, on the 2nd 2074 and 212} December. 
On the 8rd at 205 for cash. Kowloon Wharves 
are wanted at $89. Sugars.~No bpsiness reported ‘ 
locally, and the quotations in Hongkong are 
nominal for Chinas and Luzons. Peraks. The 
directors have issued their report for the year. 
‘the working account shows a profit of Tls.34,000, 
but after Spducting interest jand manager’s 
comission fhe available balance is Tls. 24,406.64 
which the directors propose’ to divide as 
follows:—A payment of dividend 'to shareholders 
of & per cent. absolving Tis. 17,600: to write off 
depreciation of plans and buildings Tls. 5,449.88, 
and to carry forward to next account Tis. 
1,456.76. The prospects of this company in the 
immediate future are good. Mining.—No business 
reported. Industrial— There hag been a demand 
for Ewo Cottons resulting in buginess at Tls.36, 
This has been the only votton| stock dealt in. 
Hongkong cottons are wanted in the South at $15. 
China Flours have been dealt iol at Tis. 75 and 
$0, there are;buyers at the latter) rate. Shanghai 
Pulps have been placed at Tls.j 108}. Shanghai 
Gas at Tls. 170. Maatschappij, etc., in Langkats. 
A large business has been dpbne in this at 
advancing rates: the market opened on the 27th 
with cash sales at T1s. 3024 /805/3074 Dec.; 8174, 
320 March. On the 28th 305 cash, 808/310/307% Dec. 
820 March. 30th ulto. 3074; 310 cash. 3124 Dec. 
325 March. lst inst. 315 Dec., 310 Cash, 325/330/ © 
327} March, 835} May. Ynd. 310/311 cash: 316}, 
3123/8315 Dec. 330/327$ March, 8rd. 312) cash, 
316/315 Dec. 830 March. Sunyatras have been 
placed at Tls. 52. and are wanted.| Stores & H:tels. 
—The only business reported ig in Hall & Holtz 
at $33 and in Astors at $28. |Miscellaneous.— 
Mercury shares have been placed at Tls. 55 and 
Telephones at Tls. 67. Loans.—No business report- 
ed, cellers at quotations. ! 


EXCHANGE. 
SATORDAY, 12th December. 
On Lonvon.— 


Telegraphic Transfor . 
Bank Bilis, on demand 


Credits, at 4 months’ sight ......... 1/8f 
Documentary Bills, 4 months’ sight 1/9 iz 
On Panrs.—Bank Bills, on demand ...2144 || 
On GERMANY.—Crodits 4 months’ signee i 
Vaca eteeawcauses seoeee eed T4 
Ox New York.—Bank Bills, on ‘igmanaart 
Credits, 60 days’ sight : 
On BomBay.—Telegraphio Transfer 127} 
Bank, on demand .........4..cce 127} u 
On Catcurra.—Telegraphic/Transfer127 | 


Bank, on demand .........Je..ceeeeeee 127} 
On SHancHal—Bank, at sipht ...... vars 
Private, 30 days’ sight .J..........66. 72 
On YOKOHAMA.— | 
ON demand ........ oc ceecdeee ceeeeeeee 834 
On Mania. Tf py 
On demand ......... . ...[. secoeeenOminal | | 
On SINGAPORE.— 
On demand _...... sesseefs coveeess MOMINAL 
Ow Baravia.—On demand |......... 102} 


HarpHone.—Or deman 
Saracon.—On demand 


ON 


.. Lb po. pm, 
ON 


thesee-eseeel P.O. PM, 
On BaneKox.—On demand ae) 


Gop Lear, 100 fine, per tacl ...,., 61.20 
BAB SILVER, per 08. ....cccccsccsesseees 
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| SHIPPING. 
D DEPARTURES SINCE LAST 
* Mar 


ARRIVALS. 


Ayr, Norwegian str., from Moji. 
bus ritish str., from Shanghai. 
, Jap. atr., from Tamsui. 


German str., from Swatow. 
man str., from Panarockan. 
He, British str., from Manila. 
auchang; British str., from Canton. 
Progress,|(ferman s‘r.. from Hoihow. 
Rao aru, Jap. str., from Manila. 

: Jap. str., from Singapore. 
u, B tish str., from Canton. 
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British str., from Shanghai. 
d, British str., from London. 
erman str., from Bangkok. 
British str.. from Shanghai. 
ru. Japanese str., from Moji. 
British atr., from Coast Ports. 
British str., from Chinkiang. 
ritish sir., from Hongay. 
hinese str., from Shanghai. 
itish str., from Singapore. 
Hitieh str., from Shanghai, 
rry, British str., from London. 
inch str., from Haiphong. 


7, ha, British str., from Portland. 
7,1 in) British or., from Weihaiwei. 
%, DJebson, Ger. str., from Haiphong. 
7 je, German str., from Haiphong. 
7, erman str., from Canton. 


tish str., from Manila. 
ickmers, Brit. str..from Foochow. 
ritish str., from Bombay. 
lun, Norwegian str., from Chefoo. 
eucer, British str., from Moji. 
ingsang. British str., from Wuba. 
hingtu, British str, from Sydney. 
aigi Maru, Japanese str., fron ‘Tam ui. 
eg | ritish str., from Liverpool. 
lory, British battleshin. from Kobo. 
ailoong, Britixh str., from Sw tow. 
weiyang, British str. from ‘Livntsin. 
oongsaug, British str., from Manila. 
aidguru Maru, Jap. atr., from Anping. 
akhoi, British str., from Moji. 
ring Heinrich, Ger. str., from Yokohama. 
billa Maru, Japanese str., from Manila. 
oosung, British str., from shanghai. 
unnan, British str., from Wuhnu. 
merica. Maru, Jap. str, from S. F cisco, 
dendalo; British str., from Sourabaya. 
(Hongkong, French str., from Haiphong. 
Hyson; Brilish str., from Shanghai. 
Machow, German str, from Bangkok. * - ; 
,|Montealm, French cr., from Saddle Island. 
9,|Orono, British str., from Amoy. 
9,Thales. British str., from Swatow. 
9,|‘osa Maru, Jap. str., from Shanghai. 
9; Ulabrand, Norwegian str., from Karatsu. 
10, Capri, Italian str., from Bombay. 
10) Formosa, British str., from Foochow. 
10] Hailan, French str., from Pakhoi. 
10} Hoihao, French str., from Pakhoi. 
10) Hupeh, British str., from Tloilo, 
10] Kawachi Maru, Jap. str., from Shanghai. 
10, Kiantschou, German str, from Bremen. 
- 10} Potchaburi, German str., from Bangkok. 
10, Progress, German str.. from Swatow. 
10. Suisang|| British atr., from Java. 
1, Awbria|| German str., from Hemborg. 
1}, Bourbdn, French str. from Saigon. 
LI, Clavering, British str., from Moji. 
11, Bolipse (Britieh cruiser, from Kobe. 
11, Haimuh, British str., from Tamsui, 
11]; Holstein, German str., from Haiphong. } 
11, Kumeang, British str., from Calcutta, 
1]; ‘Toonay,| Chinese str., from Shanghai. 
” 1G Vengeance, British battleship, from Kobe. 


-- 1, Wauebang, str., from Mani 
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ritlzh battleship, from Kobe. 
Maru, Jap. str., from K’notsu. 
British atr., from Rangoon. 
», British stx., from Shanghai. 
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12, a, , British str., from Shanghai. 
12, Mercedes, British str., from Wellington. 
12, Paseal, French cruiser, from Foechow. 

12, Shakano Maru, Japanese str., from Moj. 

12, Taishan, British str., from Samarang. 

12, Tiontsin, British str., from Wahu. 
December— §§DEPARETURS. 

4, Anping Mura, J a str., for Coast Ports. 
4, Denbighshire, British str., for Shanghai. 
4, Deucalion, British #tr., for London. 

4, Ellen Rickmers, Ger. str., for Bangkok. 
4, Fausang, British str., for Wahu. 

4, Glenshiel, British str., for London. 

4, Haitan, British str., for Coast Porta. 

4, Hermiston, British str., for New York. 
4, Kumano Mara, Jap. str., for Australia. 
4, Perla, British str., for Manila. . 
4, P. C. C. Klao, German str., for Bangkok. 
4, Phranang, German str, for Bangkok. 

4, Prometheus, Norwegian str., for Canton. 
4, Segovia, German str., for Calontta. 

4, Taisang, British str., for Shanghai. 

4, Zaflro, U.S. transport, for Manuils. 

5, Chusan, British str, for Europe. 

5, Deutercs, German str., for Wuhn. 

5, Hangeang, British str., for Shanghai. 

5, Hanoi, French str , for Haiphong. 

5, Holstein, German str,, for Haiphong. 

5, Kong Beng, German str., for Singapore. 
5, Lydia, German str., for Chinkiang. 

5. Nanchang, British atr , for Llioilo. 

5, Rosetta Maru, Japanese str.. for Manila. 
5, Sanuki Maru, Japanese str., for Kobe. 

5, Zafiro, British str , for Manila. 

6, Ayr, Nérwegian str., for Kutchinotsa. 

6, Canton, British str. for Shanghai. 

6, Carl Diederichsen, Ger. str., for Hongay. 
6, Chiokiang, Brilish str., for Shanghai. 

6, Chwnshan, British str., for Swatow. 

6, Daijia Marn, Japanese str., for Tamsui. 
6, Hailoong, British atr., for Swatow. 

6, Peegress, German str., for Swatow. 

6, Shantung, British str., for Sourabaya. 

7, Chiyuen, Chinese str., for Shanghai. 

7, Choysacg, British str., for Canton. 

7, Hangchow, British sts., for Canton. 

7, Iltis, German ganbosat, for Canton. 

7, Mathilde, German str., for Quinhon., 

7, Simla. British str., for Shanghai. 

7, Whampos. British atr., for Canton. 

7, Wuhu, British str., for Shanghai. 

8, Akitsushima, Japanese cruiser, for Japan. 
&, Andree Rickmers, Ger. str., for Swatow. 
8. Glandoon, British ship. for A jar. 

s. Maiching, British str., for Coast Ports. 
8, Hel-n Wymae, Awr,. bge, for New York. 
8, Kweiyang, British str., for Canton. 

8, Lightni g, British str., for Calentta. 

8, Mandssan Maru, Jap. str., for K'noisu. 
8, Murex, British str., for Shanghai. 

8, Pelayo, British str., for Singapore. 

8, Takachiho, Japanese cruiser, for Japan. 
9, Chantang. British str., for Singapore. 

9, Coptio, British str., for San Francisco. 
9. Daiya Maru, Japanese str., for Moji. 

9, Hailoong, British str, for Swatow, 

9, Hue, French str., for Haiphong. 

9, Koun Maru. Japanese str. for Kobe. 

9, Madeleine Rickmers, Ger. str., for Canton. 
9, Prins Heinrich, Garman str., for Europe. 
9, Sabine Rickmers, British str., for Cantan. 
9, Sungkiing. British str., for Manile. 

9, Triamph. German str., for Hoihow. 

10, Africa. Portuguese trspt., for Macao. 

10, Benlomoud, British str., for Nagasaki. 
10, British Monarch, Brit. str., for Calonttn. 
10, Daigi Maru, Japanese str., for Tamsui. 
10, Daiya Maru, Japaneso str.. for Moji. 

10, Dardenus, British/str., for Shanghai. 
10, Else, German s(r., for Port Valot. 
10, Glengarry. British str., for Shanghai. 
10, Hyson, British str, for London. 
10, Phn You, Frenchistr., for Saigon. 

10, Selan, Norwegiun str., for Canton. 

10, Tritos, German str., for Saigon. 

10, Yunnan, British gtr., for Canton. 

11, Keongwai, German str., for Bangkok. 
11, Kiautschon, Ger. } tr., for Shanghai, &. 
13, Koheichang, German str., for Bangkok. 
11, Kwangse, British str.. for Shang hai. 

11, Michael Jebsen, rman str., for Hoihow. 
11, M. Struve, German str., for Haiphong. 
11, Rohilla Maru, Japanese str, for Af 

LL, Thales, Briti ., for Coast Port. 
1 Thetis, British cruiser, for Manila. 

‘11, Toonan, Chinese str., for Canton. 


Mrs. Kitley, 
Stewart, W. 
Mr. and Mrs. Carret, Messrs. 8, 3B. 
R. H. Periwal, A. 
Gootsehel, T. W. Mitchell, and C. MoAslin; 
from Yokohama, Mrs. Peaso, Sergt. Pritchard, 
Me. R, H. Pease: from Yokohama, for Brindisi, 
Dr. James F. Browne. 


‘11, Waishing, British str, for Shanghai.” 


December 14, 1908.}. 
12, Formosa, British str., for London. 

12, Hongkong, French str., for Haiphong. 
12, Kawachi Maru, Jap. str., for London. 
1¥, Kwongsang, British str., for Canton. 
12, Loongsang, British str., for Manila. 

12, Maidsuru Maru, Japanese str., for Swatow. 
12, Meefoo, Chinese etr., for Shanghai. 

12, Urono, British str., for New York. 

12, Rabi, British str.. for Manila. 


PASSENGER LIST. 
ARRIVED. 
Per Chusan, from Shanghai, for London, 
Sergt. Rawlings, Messrs, J. 
Kitley and J. Lee; for H ong kong, 
ones, 


F 


Burman, Leo. Wilke, L. 


Per Simla, for Hongkong, from London, Miss 


Lloyd; from Marseilles, Mr. and Mrs, Campbell, 
Major-General and Mrs, Hatton, Mr. 4. 
Ward; from Bombay, 
Messrs. H. A. Cumridden, C. Mohiden, and 
Jakeria Huseo; from Colombo, Mr. and Mrs. 
J. M. Bourne and Mr. R. Ponson 
Singapore, Mr. and Mrs. Beneri and child, Dr. 
Macauley, Messrs. M. Bakert, L. Herment, E. 
Brunnschief, and Witton: for Shanghai, from 
London, Mr. and Mrs. E. P. Hudson, child and 
infant, Mesers. Stedman and A. Hamond; from 
Marseilles, Mr. Y. des Francis; from Singapore, 
Mr. Adamson. 


. ©, 
Mr. and Mrs. Rahim 


; from 


Por Kiaulschou, for Hongkong, from South- 


ampton, Mrs. L. Appleby, Mr. und Mrs. Wm. 
Parlane, Mrs. Watt, Mr. 
Police Sergt. Watt and Inspector Ritchie; from 
Genos, Mr. snd Mrs. A. V. 
H. A. McoPhorson, Mr, and 
derson. Mr. and Mrs. Lachal. Mrs. Thevooin, 
Mrs. H. L. Schiess, Mrs. E. Widmer, Messrs. 
H, Lutz, Arnold, A. E. Moll, C. Sackermanns, ° 
and AM. Anteiolie from Naples, Mr. L. M. 
Alvarez; from Co 

Singapore, Mrs. L. Goetsche, Mesara. H. Knox, 
Ed. 
kowski snd child, Mr. and Mrs. Godfrey Oakey. 
Mrs. Crawford Dick and child, Mr. Tipper, and 
Capt. Zawatzski. 


F. W. Anderson, 


ogg, Mr. and Aira. 
rs. J. HI. Hen- 


ombo, Mr. G. F. Paget; from 


eller, and O. H. Havell; Mrs. P. Wit- 


DEPARTED. ; 
Per Chusan, from Hongkong, for Singapore, 
Messrs, Jeffrey and J. Richards; for Colombo. 


Mr. W. B. Walker and Mixs M. M. Day; for 
Bombay, . 
Mithaiwalla; for Port Said, Mr, 
Richards, Mrs. Maria C. Wilson, Mr. and Mrs. 
G. W. Swoeney, Mr. and Mrs. A. H. Glasscock, 
Dr. Morrison, Messrs. P. Max Hayn, Wm. 
| Wheatley, 
Bartholmae, Theo, Harbeck, John 
and M. W. Geor 
Osborn 
W.K. 
seilles, 
Willeumier, G. L. Brighton, and A. E. Kaeser; 
for London, Mrs. Davenport and ohild, Mr. and 


Mr. and Mrs. Rosen and Mr. N. F. 
and Mrs. Hugo 


Hugo Bartholmae, Hugo James 
. Wilson, 
; tor Brindisi, Messrs. C. F. 

C. E. Dewey, M. Abeles, J. Abeles, 
k. Moyer, and G. A. Aldrich; for Mar- 
Mr. and Mrs. A. Dyer, Messrs. Jacob 


Mrs. D. J. Williams, Miss Williams, Mr., Mrs. 


and Miss Govet, Mr, and Mra. G. A. Kirk. Miss 


Emily A. Richings, Messrs. E. G. Williams, 
W. Brood, Stone, R.N., RB. A. Percival, A. 
Barman, and Lieut, Fras. W. Blackwood : from 
Shanghai, for London, Mr. and Mrs, R. Kitley, 
Sergt. Rawlings, Messrs. J. Stewart and J. Leo. 

Per Prins Heinrich, from Hongkong, for 
Hamburg, Mr. and Mrs. Barton, Mr, and Mrs. 
P. M. Carpendale and child, Mr, and Mrs. R. i. 
A. Croig, Miss Craig, Mr. Craig, Jr. Mr: and 
Mrs. Noegeli, Capt. and Mrs. Ricke. Mr. and 
Mrs. Stone, Mr. and Mrs. Chas. H. Wood, 
Misses A. W. Booth, Cornack, E. Eborhardt, 
H. 8. Leighton, MoLaven, Naka Ogawa, F. B. 
Patteraon, €o;-hie Ross, M. A. Youog-Southfield. 
Thomas, and J. Andersen, Messrs. J. Andrews, 
Barth, 8. Bolongaro, James F’. Brown, Cheales, 
O. G@. Cowie, Rev. Folker, W.Grouert, 8. v. 


Hiltermann. 8. Ingenohl. O. Johnston, L 

F. Metsenthien, J. W. Pritchard, Saurma 

Jeltsch, Schiiebs, Sievers, Dr, Senf, Stafford 

Hill, Dr, Steinbrnck, Trieb and Wrege. 
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